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Singapore Chinese Orchestra

SCO RAISED CLOSE TO 1 MILLION
AT THE FUNDRAISING GALA DINNER AND
CONCERT 2022 GUAN GRANDEUR!
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Cover Instrument: Guan
The guan is an expressive wind instrument due to its
capability of changing tone colour over a wide range.
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E4AIE Editor's Note
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Greetings everyone! On behalf of the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra, let me first wish everyone a very Happy Lunar
New Year! In this Year of the Rabbit, we hope you find
peace, health, and prosperity in all that you do.

In the past year, we have staged a line-up of concerts and
programmes that showcased the orchestra's virtuosity
and artistic excellence. From the Concerto series, to the
highly-anticipated Strings Fantasy featuring renowned
violinist Ning Feng and cellist Qin Li-Wei and the brand-new
production Daybreak in celebration of Esplanade’s 20th
anniversary. We've also successfully held our Fundraising
Gala Dinner & Concert, 2nd edition of the Singapore Chinese
Music Competition, and celebrated the 20th anniversary
of our Music Director Tsung Yeh. We’re grateful for the
opportunities to present exquisite Chinese Orchestral music
and for the support of our audiences to forge on in times
of adversity.

This issue, we look back at our July to December 2022
concerts, the Fundraising Gala Dinner & Concert and
highlights from the Singapore Chinese Music Competition.

As we celebrate the new year, we will strive to continue
pushing frontiers with our music, and inspire generations
to come. Please continue to support us, as we present you
with more top-notch performances this concert season!

FERE OEL
Executive Director Terence Ho

( F 47 TEL HwIBHE: 5kXik. skgfe Chief Editor: Terence Ho Editorial Team: June Teo, Jeztine Teo
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SCO Patron Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth &
Ministry of Social and Family Development Mr. Eric Chua, Mrs. Goh Chok Tong with SCO Board of Directors and management.
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SCO Chairman Mr. Ng Siew Quan thanked guests during
the gala.
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EZERRMFHERAHIT,
Fundraising committee chairperson, Mrs. Goh Chok
Tong, welcomed guests in her opening speech.
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(—=\) -

Mrs Goh presented an encore piece Glass of Fine Wine together with
Maestro Tsung Yeh, to thank the donors for their support.




After a two-year hiatus, the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra (SCO) held its Fundraising Gala Dinner and
Concert, titled Guan Grandeur, on 7 October 2022, at
the Grand Ballroom, The Ritz-Carlton Millenia Hotel
Singapore. Through this event, SCO raised a total of
$946,500. All proceeds will go into the development
and operating cost of SCO, of which, $946,500 will
be matched dollar-for-dollar by the Cultural Matching
Fund from the Ministry of Culture, Community and
Youth. SCO’s Patron Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
graced the event as the Guest-of-Honour together with
Special Guest Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry
of Culture, Community and Youth & Ministry of Social
and Family Development Mr. Eric Chua.

Chairperson of the fundraising committee, Mrs Goh
Chok Tong, thanked the donors for their support, “It
is encouraging that despite the pandemic, our faithful
donors have returned and showed their support to
this year’s Fundraising Gala Dinner and Concert.
Their enduring support and donations allow SCO to
achieve greater heights of excellence and to fulfil its
social and artistic mission in Singapore and beyond. |
would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank
them for generously supporting SCO.”

FUNDRAISING DINNER
& CONCERT 2022

Guests enjoyed the event and the five-course Chinese
fusion dinner accompanied by performances under the
baton of Music Director Tsung Yeh. This year is SCO’s
26th year since inauguration, the 18th Fundraising
Gala Dinner & Concert, as well as Music Director
Tsung Yeh’s 20th anniversary leading the orchestra.

Under the Fundraising leadership of Mrs Goh Chok
Tong and committee members Ms Michelle Cheo
and Ms Susan Leong, SCO featured the guan as
the inspiration for the overall theme and concert
programme. Each year, the main theme of the
programme and event is inspired by a Chinese
instrument. This year, Guan Grandeur sheds limelight
on the charming Guanzi.

The guanzi, or simply guan, is a cylindrical double-
reed wind instrument that has a unique nasal buzzing
timbre. This beautiful instrument has an infamous
reputation of being difficult to learn and master. We
hope to exemplify the charming qualities of guan to
our guests in the gala concert through the specially
curated music pieces in the programme.

Fundraising Dinner & Concert 2022
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Mrs Goh Chok Tong serenaded guests at the Gala Dinner and Concert.

Concert highlights include West Beyond the Yangguan
Pass ( FHiPEX Y, composed by Jin Shiyi and
orchestrated by Wang Chenwei. This piece features
SCO’s Suona/Guan Principal Jin Shiyi performing the
SINGuan, together with Suona Associate Principal
Chang Le, Guan musician Zhang Shuo and Suona
musician Meng Jie, in a guan ensemble with the
orchestra.

To express appreciation to all donors and sponsors,
Fundraising chairperson Mrs Goh Chok Tong, along
Maestro Tsung Yeh, serenaded the crowd with the
romantic Auf Fliigeln des Gesanges Op. 34, No. 2 (On
Wings of Songs), and followed by the profoundly
moving Tibetan Plateau { F&E&/&E ) . The finale of
the evening was concluded by encore piece Glass of
Fine Wine ( —#F3Ei& ) , also performed by Mrs Goh,
to raving applause.

The SCO is very grateful to donors and sponsors who
have attended and made donations to make the
fundraising dinner a success. All funds raised would
help the SCO fulfil its vision of being a world-renowned
Chinese Orchestra with a uniquely Singaporean
character, and to inspire both Singapore and the
world with its music.

BEERKMESE
Guan musician Zhang Shuo performing the Guan

(\C?
6 Fundraising Dinner & Concert 2022
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PEZFE R SHINKERFANEEFTER .
Prime Minister Lee presented tokens of appreciation to the retired directors of the SCO Board.

BEEFRINABEES
RHER, Musicians performing at the Gala Dinner and Concert

Guan musicians Jin Shiyi, Zhang Shuo, Meng Jie and
Chang Le showcased their skills.
€
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ESM Goh Chok Tong, Mrs Goh and SCO Board of Directors.

Tsung Yeh 20
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SCO Board Chairman Mr. Ng Siew Quan and Music
Director Tsung Yeh at the book launch

In celebration of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra
(SCO) Music Director Tsung Yeh’s 20 years anniversary,
a special concert Tsung Yeh 20 was held on 19
November 2022, to relive the milestones and iconic
productions of Tsung Yeh in the past 20 years. Emeritus
Senior Minister (ESM) Goh Chok Tong and Mrs. Goh
were the Guest-of-Honours of the concert.

Under the baton of Tsung Yeh, Tsung Yeh 20 featured
the Maestro’s three mega productions, namely “Sea
- the Source of Life” (first performed at NDP 2007),
“Zheng He - Admiral of the Seven Seas” (Singapore

Specially for TY20, we also held an exclusive gathering for 35 Friends
of SCO (FSCO) members on 12 November, where we relived these
iconic productions by screening the original 2005 “Zheng He - Admiral
of the Seven Seas” and 2002 “Marco Polo and Princess Blue”.

CONCERTS AND
EVENTS

BUSEENSTERBEM(DTRBSIEFERE) .
Tenor Zhuang Jie and Soprano Joyce Lee presenting
Marco Polo & Princess Blue.

Arts Festival 2005) and “Marco Polo and Princess
Blue” (at the inauguration of Esplanade 2002). These
notable and classic works are infused with new life,
and were jointly presented by Soprano Joyce Lee
Tung, Tenor Zhuang Jie, SYC Ensemble Singers, and
chorus master Chong Wai Lun.

In commemoration of the Maestro’s 20 years with the
orchestra, the book “Tsung Yeh & His 20 Years with the
Singapore Chinese Orchestra” documenting the rich
history and milestones Tsung Yeh has accomplished
was also launched during the concert.

https://bit.ly/TY20eBook
RS HBIRe 45T
Scan to read the e-book

Tsung Yeh 20
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SCMC 2022 prize winners with Guest-of-Honour Mr Edwin Tong, Minister for Culture, Community and Youth & Second Minister

for Law.
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Singapore Chinese Music Competition 2022
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SCO successfully held the Singapore Chinese Music
Competition (SCMC) from 22 November to 10
December 2022. Mr Edwin Tong, Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth & Second Minister for Law,
graced the 10 December Final for Grand Category
and Prize Presentation Ceremony.

This year, 124 participants emerged winners from
391 participants. Six 1%t Prize winners of the solo
categories and Ensemble Group B champion were
selected to perform at the Prize Winner Concert on
9 December 2022. Two Senior category winners also
performed alongside the orchestra under the baton
of Associate Conductor Moses Gay. The three Grand
Category finalists also vied for the Champion title
on 10 December 2022 during the Final for Grand
Category & Prize Presentation Ceremony, as they
performed with the orchestra under the baton of
Resident Conductor Quek Ling Kiong.

In the Final for Grand Category, 18-year-old Amanda
Toh Sze Suan (erhu) emerged as Champion. In addition
to her clinching the Champion title, Amanda also won
the “Audience Choice Award”, when she garnered the

La ST e
HEBBE-FZHERER2H
Ensemble B Section 1%t Prize Winner - NAFA Chinese
Ensemble 2

BHIN S 2% 48 78 ZE X AR
Suona Senior Category 1* Prize Liu Yu Xin

CONCERTS AND
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Grand Category Award Champion and Audience Choice
Award Winner Amanda Toh Sze Suan with Minister Edwin
Tong and SCO Board Chairman Mr Ng Siew Quan

most votes online, making her the first SCMC Grand
Category participant with both wins.

We thank all participants for their hard work, and
congratulations to all award winners!

‘RBREILFEIME, A ERIIRIZE
ZoLNEYR, —EE5FERIA R NI
FHES . BB R ARSI BAISIT,
RERBER, BRTER LR, ELENS
TIRBEFER, 2B ATINE. REEN
2, BRSSP EMNMR(EBEERHAIRE.

- HIFHE, FHARLHPRIREREE

“I am grateful for the support of my teacher, Ms
Shen Qin, who prepared me for the competition
from the interpretation of the piece to my
demeanour onstage. | am also very thankful to my
family and friends for supporting me, especially
my mother who has tirelessly sent me to and fro
lessons, chaperoned me during all stages of the
competition, and rooted for me with all her heart.
Above all, | am glad that the judges and audience
enjoyed my performance.”

- Amanda Toh, SCMC Grand Prize and Audience
Choice Award Winner

R

Singapore Chinese Music Competition 2022 15
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Violinist Ning Feng and cellist Qin Li-Wei at the Strings Fantasy concert
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SCO musicians at Nuremberg's Klassik Open Air, to 75,000 audience
members

SCO Takes the Centre Stage!
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Erhu musician Hsieh I-Chieh performing erhu concerto

Xuan Wan at Spring Summer Autumn Winter concert

SCO takes centre stage during the second half of 2022
and presented a series of zestful concerts!

Starting with Kahchun Wong & SCO on 20 August,
under the baton of Kahchun Wong, SCO presented
Fire Ritual by Tan Dun and premiered Pictures at
an Exhibition composed by Modest Mussorgsky and
orchestrated by Kahchun Wong. Earlier in August
2022, five SCO musicians - Benjamin Boo, Ma Huan,
Zhang Yin, Tan Manman and Lee Jun Cheng were
invited to perform at Klassik Open Air in Nuremberg
Germany with the Nuremberg Symphony Orchestra,
to a crowd of 75,000!

On 3 September, audiences followed Associate
Conductor Moses Gay’s footsteps and indulged in
the enchanting journey of the four seasons during
the Spring Summer Autumn Winter concert. After the
intricacies of the four seasons, SCO sheng musician
Kevin Cheng transcended audiences to a world of

CONCERTS AND
EVENTS

beautiful and beguiling sheng music during the Music
Tuesdays: Indiscernible Phoenix sheng recital on 13
September.

SCO regaled the crowd with an instrumental feast
on 24 September, as world-renowned violinist Ning
Feng and star cellist Qin Li-Wei took the stage and
presented Strings Fantasy.

On 21 October, SCO and Esplanade co-presented a new
production Daybreak. The concert was conceptualised
by SCO’s Music Director Tsung Yeh in celebration of
Esplanade’s 20th anniversary and performed under
the baton of Associate Conductor Moses Gay.

SCO’s ruan section came together in an evening of
masterful musicianship and joyous discourse on 1
November for Music Tuesdays: Joyful. Veteran ruan
musician Koh Kim Wah also retired at the end of 2022,
and we thank her for 26 wonderful years with SCO.

(AR FIRF) BSuEERIF ST REH
Bl

Music Tuesdays: Joyful concert honoured daruan
musician Koh Kim Wah for her years of contribution to
SCO

EBEEFIEBLUEY
AR, LIRS TE
SABBEF

Sheng musician

Kevin Cheng during

the Music Tuesdays:
Indiscernible Phoenix

SCO Takes the Centre Stage!
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Resident Conductor Quek Ling Kiong celebrates Mid-Autumn Festival at the lunchtime concert.
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Associate Conductor Moses Gay at the SCO Goes to
Singapore Discovery Centre Mid-Autumn Festival concert.

Community Concerts

BIEIER BIET MR 28 (RN ) SR, WK
ERET,

Associate Conductor Moses Gay at the Our SG, Our Music
concert in celebration of National Day.

In celebration of National Day, SCO staged two shows
at Gardens by the Bay on 6 August 2022, and presented
uniquely Singapore tunes such as “Liang Wern Fook
Medley” and “National Day Medley” under the baton
of Associate Conductor Moses Gay. Audiences soaked
in the festive atmosphere as they sang along to the
National Day theme songs and even did the “Kallang”
wave with us!

SCO also celebrated the Mid-Autumn Festival by
presenting two community concerts, the Lunchtime
Concert: Moon Capriccio under the baton of Resident
Conductor Quek Ling Kiong on 7 September 2022
and SCO Goes to Singapore Discovery Centre under
the baton of Associate Conductor Moses Gay on
10 September 2022. SCO performed many familiar
favourites such as “The Moon Represents My Heart”
and “Axi Moon Dance™!
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SCO held our Dinner & Dance after a two-year hiatus
on 14 October 2022! It was a fun and relaxing night
for our administrative staff and musicians as they
get dressed up to the theme of “Around the World”.

Best Dressed Male & Female

wottrid ,;GHH
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Grand prize winner of the evening
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Mr Tsung Yeh received his 20-year loyalty award
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