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Cover Instrument: erhu
Characterised by its versatile playing technique, the two-stringed
fiddle is capable of producing the most heart-wrenching sounds.
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2023 began with an artistic leadership transition. On 1 January
2023, Maestro Tsung Yeh, who was our Music Director for a
remarkable two decades, stepped down and took on the role
of Conductor Emeritus. At the same time, Resident Conductor
Quek Ling Kiong was promoted to Principal Conductor.
Ling Kiong, together with the Section Leaders and principal
musicians from the Music Advisory Panel, are heading the
artistic leadership of SCO in the new season. Under his baton,
the orchestra presented the Legends concert in February 2023.
The imminent 2023/24 Season will be themed Affinity and we
are determined to bring a series of riveting repertoire to our
audiences in the 2023/24 Concert Season.

With its vision to be a world-renowned Chinese orchestra
and the people’s orchestra, SCO widens its outreach by
performing regularly at various healthcare facilities, national
parks, communities and schools. Hence, we were heartened to
resume our outreach community concerts in full force and make
music across the island with the Caring Series, Community
Series, Music Oasis, and Lunchtime Series concerts. SCO stands
alongside the nation for the past 20 years of Caring Series,
bringing music to patients, residents and medical workers in
healthcare facilities.

In November, our orchestra has been invited to perform in
Shanghai, for the China Shanghai International Arts Festival
(CSIAF) 2023, bringing SCO’s unique sounds to Chinese
audience. We look forward to your attendance at one of our
upcoming performances and continuous support for Chinese
orchestral music!

TR TELWL
Executive Director Terence Ho

( X4 TEL RIBAE: skZin. Bk Chief Editor: Terence Ho Editorial Team: June Teo, Rowene Law
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Principal Conductor Quek Ling Kiong
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Principal Conductor in a Semester
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Legends (25/2/2023)

A Time of Transition

“Statistically, 30% of new corporate chiefs fail within
their first 18 months in the job, according to some
estimates. In an orchestra of 88 most talented,
superbly skilled and creative personalities, it takes
more than humility and wisdom to succeed,” says
Mr Quek Ling Kiong. More than 6 months in the job
as the Principal Conductor, huayue catches up with
Mr Quek Ling Kiong on his progress and challenges.

“The last 6 months has been a time of transition and
I’'ve spent a good deal of time thinking about our
music, our people in the orchestra and our audience.
Without a doubt, the show must go on but will it be
a missed opportunity to forge a relationship with
the listener or will it be a heartfelt tribute to the
composer’s intention?” Ling Kiong adds that with his
career spanning over 20 years in SCO, it may seem
to be a natural progression for the fixture in local
Chinese orchestral scene to be appointed on home
ground advantage, but truth be told, just as music
creation is never stagnant, the fluid transition process
of interactions with fellow music makers involve a
spectrum of artistic beliefs about what SCO should
present musically, hence, his juggling role is more
challenging than ever.

As the transition establishes a solid path towards
productive relationships both within and without the
industry,—Ling Kiong leveraged on in-house expertise

FERISERRIBIFEHER
Ling Kiong at Music Oasis Concert

of the orchestra and roped in masters from overseas.
Together, the trifecta adopts a collaborative and
consultative approach to pursue artistic excellence
on programme curation, selection of guest artists and
conductors. “My training in the musical cultures of
both East and West has enabled me to create inspiring
productions that resonate across communities and
opportunities to work with many overseas orchestras.
SCO comprises a wealth of musical talent who have
collectively propelled the SCO to be a world-renowned
Chinese orchestra. | am confident that together with
my esteemed orchestra colleagues, SCO will be an
artistic leader on an international stage,” said Ling
Kiong. Notwithstanding the challenge of harnessing
the best of hidden talents and ensuring that the whole
orchestra rises greater than the sum of its musicians,
Ling Kiong aims to fulfil the potential of SCO as a
distinctly Singaporean, world-class orchestra.

Principal Conductor in a Semester
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People’s Conductor of
the People’s Orchestra

Since Ling Kiong became SCO’s
first Conducting Assistant in
2003, he lost count of the
number of concerts under his
baton, but the varied grassroots’
destinations and its audience
profile left an indelible imprint.
As the People’s Conductor of
the People’s Orchestra, Ling
Kiong remains ambitious to
bring Chinese orchestral music
to uncharted performance venues
such as a HDB void deck, Changi
Prison or Kampong Glam, and
inspire Singapore residents from all walks of life, whilst
believing in the affirmative ability of music to connect
diverse communities. “Only in Singapore, it is not odd
at all for a Chinese orchestra to perform Thaipusam
by Singaporean composer Mr Wang Chenwei at Little
India locale,” said Ling Kiong.

New Concert Seasons

SCO Concert Season 23/24 marks the beginning
of an epoch in the history of SCO. Post pandemic,
audiences are more discerning than before, for the
hiatus - introduced content digitalisation. SCO’s first
concert season since 2019 aims to reconnect with our
dear friends with affinity for classics and reach out
to a new generation of curious minds with perennial
favourites. These most well-known and beloved
pieces of music in the Chinese orchestral canon
comprise of traditional masterpieces and endearing
classics that will be performed throughout the season.

Principal Conductor in a Semester

Just as award-winning Composer Mr Qu Chunquan’s
Shanghai-themed Shanghai Capriccio integrates
composition elements from Gershwin’s jazz-influenced
orchestral piece An American in Paris with resounding
success, Ling Kiong hopes for more Singapore-inspired
masterpieces from famous composers like Reverie at
the Statue of Sir Stamford Raffles by Mr Qu Chunquan,
Chingay’s Dragon Dance by Mr Xu Changjun or A
Night in Pasir Ris by Mr Peng Xiuwen. He also looks
to forge meaningful partnerships with diverse arts
and cultural groups to enhance SCO’s Singaporean
identity globally with new iconic works that are
appreciated by audiences and critics both at home
and abroad. Not forgetting SCO’s leadership role on
a global stage, Ling Kiong hopes to push ahead in
extending the frontiers of artistic excellence through
interdisciplinary collaborations, new commissions and
premieres that add to SCO’s treasure trove of uniquely
Singaporean compositions. Traversing across cultures,
Ling Kiong also aspires for the orchestra to tour with
a repertoire that has a universal appeal wherever and
whenever it performs.

“As a conductor, | serve to improve the harmony,
and present the best musical experience for every
audience member’s enjoyment. Also, to rejuvenate
the audience of Chinese orchestra with freshly minted
and younger music advocates,” said Ling Kiong. As he
propels ahead with this mammoth task, let’s journey
alongside as a faithful audience and bear witness to
the heartfelt sounds of music.
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SCCcc Mou

Executive Director of SCO Mr Terence Ho and Chief
Executive Officer of SCCC Mr Low Sze Wee signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) at the opening
ceremony of SCCC’s annual flagship festival, Cultural

Extravaganza 2023 on 12 May 2023 to foster stronger
working relationships to forge a local Chinese cultural
hub in the heart of CBD. This was witnessed by the
Minister of State, Ministry of Culture, Community
and Youth & Ministry of Trade and Industry Ms Low
Yen Ling and Chairman of both SCO and SCCC Mr
Ng Siew Quan.
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A AR R B F AR S BRI L LA TT EER A
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Both SCO and SCCC highlight the
distinctive local Chinese culture in

|
| their offerings. Being situated next
GAJ IR EREA SIS ER D o to each other, they are well-placed
SCO IBEEER EEM E:L:ﬁ;iL to create a vibrant local Chinese
EEEs 12 May 2023 CENTRE cultural hub in the heart of the
SCO - SCCC Memorandum of Understanding financial district.
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Minister of State, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth & Ministry of Trade on 29 Sep - 1 Oct 23.
and Industry Ms Low Yen Ling, Mr Terence Ho (ED SCO), Mr Low Sze Wee (CEO .
SCCC), Mr Ng Siew Quan (Chairman) urt: e Ol <
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SCO and SCCC Take Partnership and Collaborations to New Heights with MOU 7
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CONCERTS

(FiFZiE) ERE=TF2023F 382507, XIERE
BIRT CERREE, S5FmR

HEEMSREMTIRATLD . EEBRNEUEEYE
T REIAIREY, 12D C eIEREEE 2= (Wi 5E
Frimed) , MABEBIAERBF R EZMEB RO ERIE N 2=l
(&), 2B LD R K LB BR R BT E B RATKI,

Charms of Nanyang concert on 25 March 2023
featured selected seven award-winning works, each
of them with its unique subject matter and language
of expression. Pipa Principal Yu Jia performed the
pipa concerto Arise, You Lion of Glory!, composed
by Gordon Fung Dic-Lun, Kevin Cheng performed the
sheng concerto Volcanicity composed by Tang Lok Yin.

BFZiE MEam-EEER
Charms of Nanyang soloist Yu Jia - Pipa Principal
(25/3/2023)

Charms of Nanyang
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Listen on Spotify now.
Charms of Nanyang | (6 winning compositions from
SICCOC 2006)

Charms of Nanyang Il (7T winning compositions
from SICCOC 2011)

Charms of Nanyang Ill (5 winning
compositions from SICCOC 2015)

Butterfly Lovers (GRAMMY®
award-winning violinist Joshua
Bell and SCO)
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Young Children’s Concert 2023 (19-20/5/23)
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Rhapsodies of Spring 2023 (13-14/1/23)

Family Favourites
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BEBHERE2023
Mother's Day Concert 2023 (13/5/2023)

On 13- 14 January 2023, SCO ushered in the Year of Treasures of Chinese Music series, which introduced
the Rabbit with a Mediacorp CAPITAL958 collaboration Chinese orchestral music and the different sections
to present the annual Chinese New Year concert of the Chinese orchestra.

Rhapsodies of Spring 2023. In May, we have the
return of perennial family favourites; Mother's Day

Concert (13 May) and Young Children's Concert (19- S YouTube @SingaporeChineseOrchestra [El[E

CLESFS) R, iR —EERILEFEREE

20 May) timed to coincide with the start of June
school holidays. The Young Children’s Concert 2023: Replay the concerts on YouTube @
DiSCOvering Treasures of Chinese Music - In Search SingaporeChineseOrchestra - Young u
of the Magical Musical Bows on 19-20 May 2023 Children’s Concert playlist.

was the last of the four concerts in the DiSCOvering

2023F )L EEFF=
Young Children’s Concert 2023 (19-20/5/23)

Family Favourites


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiGoxg1LJCvWiQU8L-L516w
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B8 mERAN - MK
Legends soloist Meng Jie - suona (25/2/2023)

CONCERTS

HARBES
Martial Artist Su Zifang (28/4/23)
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Premieres Galore
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For the first half of 2023, Singapore audience heard 9
premieres performed on our shores for the very first
time. On 25 Feb 2023, under the baton of Principal
Conductor Quek Ling Kiong, the martial arts themed
Legends concert enthralled audience with the local
premiere of Gan Jiang Mo Ye Fantasia, by the Yunnan-
born renowned composer Zhang Zhao and Ode to
Qilin, composed by Kong Zhixuan.

Internationally acclaimed Singaporean
conductor Darrell Ang collaborated with the SCO for
his debut concert with a Chinese orchestra on 28 April
2023. SCO serenaded the enthusiastic audience with
world premieres of the Chinese orchestra versions of
Thaipusam, composed by SCO Composer-in-Residence
Wang Chenwei, Kungfu Koncerto and Aba, Aba!,
composed by Darrell Ang.

“Dreams reflect our psyche, while music uplifts our
spirits,” SCO’s Composer-in-Residence Wang Chenwei’s
composition showcase titled For Our Dreams, seeks
to encourage the youthful audience towards fulfilling

HERESHINFLERA EEEFRILAS
Darrell Ang & SCO vocalist Tsering DarGi (28/4/2023)

their hopes. The concert on 10 June 2023 featured
4 local premieres, under the baton of Conductor
Emeritus Maestro Tsung Yeh: For Our Dreams, Taoyuan
Wonderland, Postcards from Macao and Bronze Age
of Shang.

-R: B2 M= MEENROR, (FHEREL, REEEER, HE5REE: BRI
For Our Dreams soloist Diyin sheng Lim Kiong Pin, Composer Wang Chenwei, Conductor Emeritus Tsung Yeh, Soloist Percussion
Principal: Benjamin Boo

Premieres Galore
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WHAT IS THIS AFTERNOON ALL ABOUT?

IS EDREHES RS
Concert-in-Progress: SYF Demonstration Concert (3/3/2023)

MEFTETREHETFE
Concert-in-Progress: SYF
Demonstration Concert

FINKEERET2023FE3F3AEDT (FINFSEDE
BHEERS), BESRERASD. I51F. =B,
ZHFIRES 5, BEIEESEEEENP O TISEME
HIVERRTTER, XA E TN T REIEM (T2 ) ik
8535 &7 (Eric Watson) fEHBI(F&EE) . ERRMB
Wi T REFRIUMEXES, iIEMARBHUEEN =
SR, WA, TE T ROFMINBEEREARSREEERS
PEOLEERE LZETHNANSERZIR.

On 3 March 2023, the schools’ Chinese orchestra
instructors, conductors, teachers-in-charge and
students attended our Concert-in-Progress: SYF
Demonstration Concert. Conductor Mr Quek Ling
Kiong explained compositional elements for the set
pieces by our current and previous composer-in-
residence - Dauntless by Wang Chenwei and Tiong
Bahru by Eric Watson that the students performed at
the Arts Presentation. The musicians demonstrated

relevant excerpts as key takeaway learning points for
the audience. Homegrown SCO double bassist Frankie
Lee spoke about his personal music journey and the
orchestra performed awe-inspiring pieces A Solitary
Bird and A Trip to Lhasa, Mvt IV: Vanquishing Demons
as voted by the students.

Premieres Galore
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SUPPORTED BY
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TAN CHIN TUAN
FOUNDATION
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20 Years of SCO Caring Series

SCO
Caring Series
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH
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IRRINERE - PRER
SCO Caring Series at Singapore General Hospital
(30/6/2023)
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XRRINEFRSE - PRER
SCO Caring Series at Singapore General Hospital (30/6/2023)

Since the SARS outbreak in 2003, SCO has been
sharing the warmth and joy of Chinese orchestral
music to patients, residents and healthcare workers
at healthcare facilities. From January to June 2023,
SCO visited 10 different institutions, out of which SCO
performed for a first time at these 6 facilities - Institute
of Mental Health, Sengkang Community Hospital,
NTUC Health Nursing Home (Geylang East and Jurong
Spring), Orange Valley Nursing Home (Marsiling)
and Orange Valley Care Centre (Balestier). In light
of a rapidly ageing population and with Singapore
expected to be a super-aged society by 2026, the
next lap of SCO Caring Series hopes to bring comfort
and cheer to a greater number of patients, residents
and encouragement to the dedicated healthcare
workers through music. This series in June 2023 was
proudly sponsored by Tan Chin Tuan Foundation and

conducted by Associate Conductor Moses Gay.

20 Years of SCO Caring Series
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“On behalf of Geylang East Nursing Home, we would like to give our deepest appreciation for SCO in
providing such a professional, enjoyable & entertaining performance for our residents. It's akin to a
concert where | am sure our residents could resonate with the songs that has accompanied them in
their lives. We hope that there would be more opportunities for SCO to perform at our Nursing Home
soon.” Mr Jack Sim, Cluster Director, Residential Care (Nursing Home)
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FRRINEFRE - BBGREER

SCO Caring Series at Sengkang Community Hospital

(6/4/2023)
“It was such a treat to have the SCO come to
our nursing home on 27th June. The music
brought so much joy to our residents, many
of whom have dementia.” Member of audience

“Thank you for extending SCO Caring Series
Concert to Sengkang Community Hospital. ——
It has definitely benefitted our patients and - '
caregivers, and greatly appreciated by staff
and visitors as well. We all enjoyed the session.
Looking forward to hosting SCO again in
the near future!” Ms Lilian Koh, Community
Relations Manager

20 Years of SCO Caring Series
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SCO-NAFA Campus Rhapsody 2023

MINRERAELEENFESEF
SREZERSREGE, 2WHBEF
HRESE RS, BI1T40M# 01K
LRAERXERLRESEZS
FE, AESAeLE5FERAGE
. SENFFRET2023F4821
B2817, BN EREEREIEE
HERBIEE.

For the ninth year in a row,
more than 40 SCO’s musicians
mentored and performed with
students from the NAFA School
of Music at the joint concert
on 21 April 2023, conducted
by SCO Principal Conductor
Quek Ling Kiong.

s

2023 F K ERA SMF EARAZRREZT R
SCO-NAFA Campus Rhapsody 2023

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

SCO-NAFA Campus Rhapsody 2023




EDUCATION & OUTREACH

K ERAERIEREREBENTM T, F2023F £ ethnic" collaboration piece (music by SCO and hand
FFERTIHIMEEDEMNINTPETX, EWRS R choreography by Dikir Barat Group Nibong Tunggal) at
TZERKAONHEEBE. 2848, RATEZDE O KE Heartbeat@Bedok (4 Feb) and Laputa - Castle in the
(Heartbeat@Bedok ) BE 7T ( F4HIK) . XOXHIE Sky at Jalan Kayu (11 Mar).
HE2UN R — I BERER R R (FIKEREES

=R, BRIMEDikir BaratFl{KNibong TunggalfmHE

Fme) . RENSESAAEE (9920) , TEM (9F16H) SHEH

#&E (98238) . BINFARFEEE! MBS, SR
iR EM (sco.com.sg) »

Join us next at Tanjong Pagar (2 Sep), Siglap (16 Sep)
andJurong Lake Gardens (23 Sep)! Details available

Conducted by Associate Conductor Moses Gay,
SCO visited Singapore Botanic Gardens and 4 other

heartland locations in first half of 2023. SCO performed online (sco.com.sg).
crowd favourites Di Tanjong Katong an "inter-

"

' L E=mMAFernvale2E ( BXDHBIEEESTIF)
MINEEYEREESEFRE (RFRSHXDHIE Jalan Kayu Fernvale Park (Supported by

Jis—
o -

BESEM) Temasek Foundation)
Shaw Foundation Symphony Stage,

rEETm Ty

Singapore Botanic Gardens (Music Oasis IR L L j
Presented by Temasek Foundation) r

taik (FM%EE (Mapletree)
S, HibeRtaEkEED )
VivoCity (Presented by ®
Mapletree, venue sponsored

by VivoCity)

MBRREFRE
BIEtkE: D8HRXUEARE
FEB (XD BEEESER)
Bedok Community Centre
Partner: Bedok Community
Arts and Culture Club (CACC)
(Presented by Temasek
Foundation)

MWBUENKBRE (HRDHEEESR)
Heartbeat@Bedok Atrium (Supported
by Temasek Foundation)

Music Oasis & SCO Goes to the Communities


https://sco.com.sg/en/events/outreach-education.html

IR ERAMBESRITEKFS
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Conducted by Principal Conductor
Quek Ling Kiong, SCO jointly
organised a lunchtime concert at
One Raffles Quay on 18 Jan 2023
with Deutsche Bank. Deutsche
Bank’s staff joined SCO musicians
on stage to perform for the

RHELEL—S

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

One Raffles Quay (18/1/2023)

appreciative audience.

KERITKREFE
UOB Plaza Atrium (31/5/2023)

FNR R | SR ET2023F5831HEALR
TRETERTT(BAEFRR) . SF=AREIEERE,
IR L RITEARD . AR — BB IR F 0 e R i Z=hY
REHE, —AZRAER|RES (EISREDNSSEERKK
HMEEKRFRNETHBEXRSIEZM) -

Conducted by Associate Conductor Moses Gay, the
concert Musical Bento Box was jointly organised with Si
Chuan Dou Hua Restaurant at UOB Plaza Atrium (venue
sponsored by UOB) on 31 May 2023. Audience enjoyed
a plant-based bento box lunch (menu collaborated
with Taiwan’s Michelin Green Star restaurant Yang Ming
Spring) while listening to the tunes of SCO.

SCO Lunchtime Series 2023
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IN CELERRATION OF ICIC ST8G AR

WANNIVERSARY - SO0 CNY LONCERT

XINE AR ( TFEH="1% - TSI ——
ETERITHNKDITI0OFERMESRE) T20235F
1H288 %17, AXRERERERIEE. A TWATELH
RITHIMNR D TIRHEI0BFFEK, LUEFIMKARHBER
IT1I0BER, LEFERSERERDMESD, LH—
HERNRKENES.

BRIEZ4h, REEEERBAEZRNIERE T S—HERS.

XAER=TINIRERANRKERBRITEFZEN, BH
(Zapimiy, =MOER) , F2023F288HEL . EIHM
REZTIHFRLLNERAE. AR ERNRRHE
BEFATIAH RS FIRE (FLEWERE) =B
EBMZ= (ER/NMEK) .

FEEL: RESEBRE. TRIFERANFE—E? @R
IEFINR LR AIRYSEEL, DBFEDSRIBXKIEHRER
BF2? {584 wychin@sco.com.sg.

Treat your guests with performances by Singapore's
only national and professional Chinese orchestra at
your event. Email to book: wychin@sco.com.sg.

Corporate Engagements

.
its

In Celebration of ICBC SINGAPORE 30th Anniversary -
SCO CNY Concert on 28 January 2023 commemorates
the 30th anniversary of ICBC Singapore Branch and
the 10th anniversary of the Singapore RMB Clearing
Bank. This collaborative concert celebrates music and
friendship in the lunar new year.

SCO partnered Green Link Digital Bank for the
Rhapsodies in GREEN concert on 8 February 2023.
The audience was treated to a rich Chinese orchestral
music feast with soloists Yin Zhiyang (Dizi) and Yu
Jia (Pipa) performing The Butterfly Dream Heroic
and Little Sisters of the Grassland respectively. Both
concerts were conducted by Conductor Emeritus
Tsung Yeh.


https://sco.com.sg/en/support-us/engage-sco.html

IR RARAME—NIEREEWERA ., 2ARBREBEFIRE, HMNDEBEEWANERE O AN TSRS
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58 . B— DB E RS MENRYERENTE . BRETZ62.5F00%SE ., ZaBEGiving. SGHITM L85,
We pride ourselves as Singapore’s only professional Chinese Orchestra. We welcome your generous contribution
to the SCO. Every dollar goes into enabling SCO to create better programmes accessible to you and everyone.

Donations are entitled to 2.5 times tax deduction. You may make your donation through SCO GIVING.SG
(www.giving.sg/singapore-chinese-orchestra)

37 BDVT SR DO L SR A T, |
Subscribe to SCO e-Newsletter now!
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@SINGAPORECHINESEORCHESTRA
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited
SCO 7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810
0 8 4 R A Email: sco@sco.com.sg | www.sco.com.sg


https://www.giving.sg/singapore-chinese-orchestra
https://sco.com.sg/en/appreciate/sco-newsletter.html
https://linktr.ee/singaporechineseorchestra

