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Quek Ling Kiong, SCO Principal Conductor
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Sunny Wong, NAFA Head of Chinese Instrumental Studies
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Sha Wei Composed by Liu Qing
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Yuan Si Composed by Wang Yun Fei

EEEE Pipa: #iE YulJia (SCO)

%% Yangqgin: 5 Qu Jian Qing (SCO)
¥J:E5 Percussion: & Xu Hui (SCO)
At Zhongruan: 3KEEA Zhang Jiarui
APr Daruan: [XIF Gu Tianjiao

HF Dizi: &EEH Ng Wei Xuan

=il Gaohu: {®=§E Koh Yu Jie

—#B Erhu: ZFEKER Li Yichen

(22) EZ= (FH
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Flying Apsaras Composed by Zhao Ji Ping
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Memories Composed by Liu Chang Yuan

$E—5RE: BEMENIZ 1. Warm Memories
E_RE: HMiS8IMEINZ 1. Passionate Memories
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in 1997, is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese orchestra.
SCO, made up of more than 80 musicians, occupies the Singapore Conference Hall, which is a national monument. With
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong as its patron, SCO takes on the twin role of preserving traditional arts and culture and
establishing its unique identity through the incorporation of Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster presentations and is fast establishing itself around the
world. In 2009, SCO made history by becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the opening week of the
Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010, performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility, SCO has toured various countries and cities including
Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou, Macau, Hungary and England. The year 2019 also saw SCO performing in
Asia Culture Centre, Gwangju, South Korea and completing the Europe Concert Tour in Berlin (Germany), Prague (Czech
Republic), Forli (Italy) and loannina (Greece). These international platforms provided SCO with the opportunities to
showcase its talents and music, propelling it to the forefront of the international music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra, SCO widens its outreach by performing regularly at various
national parks, communities and schools. SCO also commissions its own compositions. It is with this vision that SCO
continues to inspire, influence, educate and communicate through its music.
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NAFA Chinese Orchestra
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The NAFA Chinese Orchestra was established in 2002. It currently has over 40 members comprising both diploma and
degree students majoring in Chinese and Western instruments. As one of the most active performing groups at NAFA,
the NAFA Chinese Orchestra has been invited to perform at various community and charity events, as well as corporate
functions. Members of the orchestra accompanied Min Lee in her solo concert in 2003. In 2005, the orchestra was
invited to @ music exchange in Penang and Kuala Lumpur. In 2008, the orchestra performed at the ISEAS 40th
Anniversary Gala Dinner, officiated by then Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew. It has also staged many public
performances at the Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay.

Led by Head of Chinese Instrumental Studies Mr. Sunny Wong, members of the orchestra put up four performances at
the Xinghai Conservatory of Music, Huaiyin Normal University and Yancheng Normal University to critical acclaim in
2015. In May 2016, they participated in a series of performances as part of exchanges with the Suzhou University of
Science and Technology, Tianjin Conservatory of Music, China Conservatory of Music as well as the Attached Middle
School to the Central Conservatory of Music. More recently, in late May to June 2017, they also visited and performed
at the Xian Music Conservatory, Shanghai Music Conservatory, and National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts.

Members of the NAFA Chinese Orchestra have consistently swept top prizes at the National Chinese Music
Competitions organised by the National Arts Council. They have also excelled in prestigious competitions held in
Singapore, China, Hong Kong and the United States of America.
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Quek Ling Kiong - SCO Principal Conductor
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Quek Ling Kiong was a recipient of the Singapore National Arts Council’s Young Artist Award (2002); the Cultural Fellowship (2013),
Singapore COMPASS Meritorious Award (2016), and Singapore ‘Lianhe Zaobao’ iconic personality (2018). In 2019, Singapore Management
University established ‘Quek Ling Kiong Arts and Cultural Scholarship’ to support undergraduates venturing into arts management.

Under the NAC Overseas Scholarship, the Lee Foundation and Singapore Hokkien Huay Kwan scholarships, he attained his Degree at
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, China where he studied Chinese and Western classical percussion under Prof. Li Min Xiong and Xue Bao
Lun. He also explored various percussion arts with masters An Zhi Shun, Li Zhen Gui and Zhu Xiao Lin. In 1997, he joined SCO as Percussion
Principal.

He learned conducting from Cultural Medallion recipient Dr. Tay Teow Kiat, Maestro Prof. Xia Fei Yun and attended masterclasses of
luminaries including Maestro Tsung Yeh, Johannes Schlaefli, Marc Kissoczy, Kirk Trevor, Colin Metters, Harold Farberman, Oleg
Proskumya, Leonid Korchmar, Jorma Panula and Kurt Masur.

Ling Kiong’s career in professional conducting took off after becoming SCO’s first Conducting Assistant in 2003. In 2004, he became SCO’s
Assistant Conductor cum Conductor for the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO). Since then, he has led SNYCO to
perform at Tainan International Arts Festival, Hsinchu Chinese Music Festival in Taiwan, and various cities in China.

In September 2006, with supports of the above scholarships, he pursued Conducting Studies in Zurich, Switzerland. In 2007, he completed
the International Conducting Workshop in St. Petersburg and obtained his Diploma in Advanced Studies from Zlircher Hochschule der
Kiinste (Zurich University of the Arts) in 2008. During residency in Europe, he conducted European symphony orchestras including
Westhohmisches Symphonieorchester in Marienbad, Karlovy Vary Symphony Orchestra and Berg Komorni Orchestra of Prague etc.

Upon returning to SCO, he was promoted to Associate Conductor. Well trained in east and west musical culture equipped him to create
highly acclaimed productions resonating across communities hence often known as “People’s Conductor”. Ling Kiong is also a popular
guest conductor among oversea orchestras including Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Guangdong Chinese Orchestra, Jilin Chinese Orchestra,
Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Macau Chinese Orchestra, Kaohsiung Chinese Orchestra etc.

Beyond professional conducting career, as a music educator who loves to inspire and share essence of music to young generation, he also
teaches in Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Lasalle College for Arts. His strong beliefs in supporting the special needs community with music
lead him to assist in establish and become the Artistic Director of The Purple Symphony — Singapore’s largest inclusive orchestra since
2015 and Hong Kong's largest inclusive orchestra — True Colours Symphony since 2019.

Ling Kiong was appointed as SCO’s Resident Conductor in 2013, and has assumed appointment as SCO’s Principal Conductor in January
2023. He is also currently SNYCO’s Music Director since 2016.
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Wong Sun Tat - NAFA Head of Chinese Instrumental Studies
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Wong Sun Tat is currently Head of Chinese Instrumental Studies at the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA). Prior to
joining NAFA, he was Assistant Gaohu Principal at the Singapore Chinese Orchestra for more than 10 years. Sun Tat
graduated from the Central Conservatory of Music, majoring in erhu. He was the first international student to receive
a full government scholarship for a diploma at the Chinese Instrumental Department, Attached Middle School of the
Central Conservatory of Music, since the Chinese Economic Reform.

Sun Tat has performed in concerts in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan from a tender age. Some of his performances were
broadcast on TV and radio. At the age of 8, he was invited to perform with the Hong Kong Symphony Orchestra in a
fundraising concert - “The Platinum Super-Star Music Event” at the Hong Kong Stadium. The concert received rave
reviews from local media and Sun Tat was dubbed “an erhu prodigy”. Renowned composer, the late James Wong
described him as “graceful and confident” and “a dazzling star” in a concert review titled “The Future Master”,
published in his Mingpao column.

At the age of 9, Sun Tat won the First Prize in the Erhu Open Category at the Hong Kong School Music Festival with
“Ballad of North Henan Province”, being the youngest champion in the festival’s history. He has also won many prizes
in other international erhu competitions in China and Taiwan.

Sun Tat was frequently invited to perform in various prestigious international music festivals and events, collaborating
with world-renowned Chinese orchestras and symphony orchestras. He also represented Singapore for three years in
“Spotlight Singapore”, held in Russia, South Africa and Mexico.

Under Sun Tat's guidance, NAFA Chinese Instrumental students have garnered awards at the local National Chinese
Music Competitions, as well as other international competitions in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. Sun Tat has also
overseen exchanges between students of NAFA as well as various music conservatories in China, in cities such as
Beijing, Shanghai, Xi'an, Tianjin, and Xinghai, to much acclaim.

Sun Tat has released two personal erhu recordings, both produced by the Decca Records Company in Taiwan.
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Sha Wei

Written by Liu Qing in 2003, Sha Wei is a piece inspired by and about Beijing Opera. The title in particular refers to the
final act of a piece, or in this case, an Opera. Throughout the piece you will hear several instruments commonly
associated with Chinese Opera, such as the Jinghu and Naobo.

The composer also used several wind instruments to imitate the narrative singing style of Beijing Opera. A fitting tribute
to Beijing Opera, Sha Wei is an intense and exciting piece that builds in momentum throughout, yet has a strangely
poetic ending.
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Yuan Si

Composed in 2013, Yuan Si conveys sentiments of seemingly inseverable longing, and of distant memories that
occasionally resurface. Whether it was once beautiful or poignant, the feelings that seem so out of reach still tug at
one’s heartstrings. As youth fades away, leaving behind the ruthless imprint of passing time, the emotions continue to
dwell, deeply buried within. The composer dedicates this piece to those who resonate with it, with hopes that it may
bring some comfort and solace.
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Dunhuang

A brilliant pearl on the Silk Road, Dunhuang is a city where the four ancient civilizations converge. Its rich and exquisite
relics record the history and heritage of cultural exchange between the East and West.

Named after this mysterious and elusive region, this piece combines Western and Indian modes to showcase the
unique diversity and charm of Dunhuang. The changes in rhythm and emotions divide this piece into two parts. The first
part depicts the ancient city of Dunhuang, desolate and bleak, surrounded by the vast Gobi Desert. The second part
then showcases the prosperity and vitality of Dunhuang today. Alternating between lively rhythms and gentle
melodies, the music takes the audience on a journey through the ups and downs of Dunhuang's 4000-year history,
while conjuring images of flourishing scenes seen on the Mogao Caves murals. By maximising the characteristics of
Chinese traditional instruments, the piece demonstrates the expressive potential of Chinese traditional instruments
while promoting innovation in Chinese traditional music.
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Flying Apsaras

Flying Apsarasis a movement from the folk orchestral piece Dun Huang. Dun Huang uses the Silk Road as the stem, with
Dunhuang as the background, and Mogao caves as the main, using folk orchestral music to present China’s national
treasure — Dunhuang’s sacred and magnificent culture and spirit. The music was inspired by the traditional music and
ancient Dunhuang music scores from the ethnic groups along the Silk Road. The different musical pieces differentiate
in terms of strength, tone and mood but harmonize as one. Not only does the Flying Apsaras delivers the long history
of Dunhuang — including the ‘Huanghuang Epic” and the unforgettable vicissitudes, it also exhibits the undying spirit of
Dunhuang. Flying Apsaras is selected from the sixth piece in Dun Huang. This colourful piece is full of romance and
spirit, depicting the majestic Dunhuang murals, and is the most moving chapter in Dun Huang.
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Memories

I. Warm Memories
Il. Passionate Memories

This piece is commissioned by the Taipei Chinese Orchestra and completed in August 2012. It consists of two
movements, Warm Memories and Passionate Memories.

Once the bell rings, | recall the warmth | once felt; Life is so short and arduous; those warm, passionate memories
are our only unforgettable moments. | wish those listening to this warm music will think of that once-warm moment;
| wish those listening to this passionate music will think of that once-passionate moment; | wish the music will
accompany you forever, and you will always remember that warm, passionate moment.
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Dreams reflect our psyche, while music uplifts our spirits. Titled For Our Dreams, this entire concert

features Singapore local premieres of SCO’s Composer-in-Residence Wang Chenwei, under the
baton of Conductor Emeritus Maestro Tsung Yeh. The opening orchestral piece, For Our Dreams,
inspires us to pursue our ambitions. In the virtuosic Diyin-Sheng concerto Taoyuan Wonderland —
the first of its kind — the soloist Lim Kiong Pin will portray picturesque scenes of Taoyuan, Taiwan.
Based on three Macao landmarks, Postcards from Macao presents the city’s unique history and
culture infused with Cantonese, Hokkien and European influences. Finally, Percussion Principal
Benjamin Boo will lead the concerto Bronze Age of Shang, evoking the elaborate rites and glorious
culture of the Shang Dynasty over three millennia ago. Together, let us relive the past, aspire

towards the future and strive for our dreams!



A Aol NAFX

NANYANG Sonjong ASUR e TEaE S
INTERNATIONAL

MUSIC

COMPETITION

/!'l\-

ﬁ/i@ﬂl_ﬁ

= /L.I__; 7( DX
R4

ze40 0
Lt Z= 2R 5 24 - 30.07.2023

e IRR EAKA
JRSA: —HA [ AREA | EF | &=F

e | 95 | Bk | M
ming | 2

EXS5MAERFEE
[w] 2 [m]

i

www.nimc.sg | info@nimc.sg



Supported by

— fote

mcC> poarg

Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL

SINGAPORE Giving Hope
Improving Lives

Organised by

\

NAFXC Q

#0352 4 IR A



IR ERBIAER

R ISR T AT IR S AR RT3 F5F
CHIEBARTEIIS BN B RYBRNIRE SR,

(=] 35 [m]

.

Singapore Chinese Orchestra
Post-concert survey

Thank you for supporting SCO!

We would like to hear from you to better plan our future programmes
and we would appreciate if you could share your views with us.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnWDhDO6oa9yZ3Mxe_CJaLedWbAcXsdzKZ6bGROlIRyIROtQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnWDhDO6oa9yZ3Mxe_CJaLedWbAcXsdzKZ6bGROlIRyIROtQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnWDhDO6oa9yZ3Mxe_CJaLedWbAcXsdzKZ6bGROlIRyIROtQ/viewform

