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This four-stringed, round-bodied
plucked lute has 24 frets with 12
semitones on each string, and
can be played with acrylic
nails or a pick
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Deputy Prime Minister Mr Heng Swee Keat and his wife, SCO Board Chairman Mr. Ng Siew Quan & Deputy Chairman

Mr. Wu Hsioh Kwang ushering in Chinese New Year with SCO
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Rhapsodies of Spring 2022
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Musicians performing a rendition of The Goddess
Overture: Old Shanghai

To usher in the year of Tiger, SCO collaborated with
Mediacorp Radio Capital 958 FM DJs once again
to present the annual Chinese New Year concert
Rhapsodies of Spring. Conducted by Music Director,
Tsung Yeh, the concert was held on 14 & 15 January
2022 at Singapore Concert Hall, and was graced by
Guest-of-Honour Deputy Prime Minister Mr. Heng
Swee Keat.

The Rhapsodies of Spring 2022 concert was also
broadcasted on national television Channel 8 on
the first day of Chinese New Year (1 February 2022),
bringing joyous music to everyone tuned in.

With 958 FM presenters Yeow Seng Yong and Li Yisha
as hosts, SCO kicked off the spring concert with
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Tan Manman
performing
; Crouching Tiger
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Dizi soloist Lee Jun
Cheng performing
The Little
Cowherd
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audience’s all-time favourite Li Huanzhi’s Spring
Festival Overture.

The concert also saw the premiere of the micro-film
“Soulmate” featuring SCO gaohu musician Liu Zhiyue
and actor Benjamin Josiah Tan, accompanied by
a specially-commissioned score performed live by
SCO. The accompaniment of live music also brought
the film to its emotional high point and tears to the
audiences’ eyes. When asked about his first acting
gig, Liu Zhiyue shared that it was an eye-opening
experience as it was not an easy feat, but he was
grateful for the opportunity to attempt something
outside his usual job scope.
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Dagu Duet Bull Battling the Tiger by Wu Xiangyang and
Benjamin Boo

Rhapsodies of Spring 2022
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Gaohu musician Liu Zhiyue performing “Soulmate”
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Friends of SCO Virtual
Gathering

SCO also held a virtual Chinese New
Year gathering on January 8 for our
Friends of SCO to usher in the new
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Catch “Soulmate”
on YouTube
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RERSERABI MR KITEED
Celebrating Chinese New Year with our Friends of SCO!

year together. Chinese New Year gift packs filled to the brim with goodies were also prepared and mailed to
all that participated in the gathering. While a physical gathering was not possible then, the festive atmosphere
and spirit could still be felt through the screen as everyone celebrated the festive season.

Rhapsodies of Spring 2022
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“The CNY performance was actually
amazing and | missed live music so
much! Thank you for this @~

“Today’s performance was excellent! It was
heart-warming as it brought festive joy
to everyone in the area.”

MAEREIEE FRITEIAETHE
Audience enjoying festive music at a safe distance

It has been two long years, but SCO finally made
its return of the community series with Heartbeat
@ Bedok on 29 January 2022! Under the baton of
Resident Conductor Quek Ling Kiong, SCO performed
joyous music such as Full of Joy and God of Fortune
Blesses the New Year, and familiar pieces like Spring
Breeze Kisses My Face and Tian Mi Mi, to welcome the
year of Tiger within the community.

SCO Goes to Heartbeat@Bedok
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Since our last Singapore Botanic Garden concert
in 2019, Singapore Chinese Orchestra makes its
long-awaited return of the Music Oasis series on
22 January 2022. Under the baton of Associate
Conductor Moses Gay, 38 musicians lit up the Shaw
Foundation Symphony Stage as they performed a
repertoire of festive tunes including Radiant with Joy
and Spring Festival Medley.

The light drizzle that day did not dampen the festive
mood as colourful umbrellas filled the stretch of
green and concert-goers enjoyed a relaxing evening
with friends and families, all while maintaining a safe
distance of 1m. We were also surprisingly glad to see
SCO patron Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and his
wife enjoying the concert.
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Musicians putting up a vivid performance of Tiger Bracing for Attack
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Scan QR code to watch

Music Oasis 2022 on FB
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Audience enjoying music on their picnic mats

Music Oasis: Gardens Memories Music Oasis: Gardens Memories 1
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Concertmaster Li Baoshun closing the show with Poetry of the National Spirit
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An Evening of Concertos
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Guzheng Associate Principal Xu Hui presenting
Blue Heaven Overture

SCO made its long-awaited return on 26 March
2022 with a bang! With the first full orchestra and
audience capacity in two years, SCO presented an
electrifying and memorable night with “An Evening
of Concertos I”. Led by Music Director Tsung Yeh, the
first of the concertos series featured four soloists,
namely, Guzheng Associate Principal Xuhui, Yanggin
Principal Qu Jianging, Dizi Principal Yin Zhiyang and
Concertmaster Li Baoshun, and brought the audience
four distinct yet harmonious concerto pieces.

The last full orchestra performance was the Rhapsodies
of Spring concert in 2019. Despite the difficulties,
SCO continued to bring music to the public through
different platforms. On the night of “An Evening of
Concertos I”, apart from seeing all the musicians back
on stage, we also saw the concert hall filled with
audiences again. It was a truly heartening evening,
as the full orchestra is met with a rousing ovation by
a full house gathered at the concert hall.

The four soloists respectively performed well-known
pieces such as Blue Heaven Overture, composed
by Chen Zhe; The Phoenix Nods, composed by Xu
Changjun; Lingering Snow on the Broken Bridge and
Poetry of the National Spirit, composed by Liu Xijin.

CONCERTS

HEEREEZSEMRIZIF (RE3K)
Yangqin Principal Qu Jianging showcasing her talent
with The Phoenix Nods
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Dizi Principal Yin Zhiyang wowing the audience with
Lingering Snow on the Broken Bridge
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A successful night of “An Evening of Concertos I”

An Evening of Concertos
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Benjamin Boo, Percussion

Despite four concertos pieces being quite taxing as they can be quite large pieces, it’s
just right for audiences, as they are able to get to know our soloist(s) “again”

after so long!

It's also a great opportunity for our musicians to showcase themselves. I’'m definitely
very excited and happy and touched to see everyone back on stage again. The sound
of everyone playing music together is such a nostalgic feeling. It’s also comforting to
see so many people in the concert hall again and hear that level of applause.

Fontane Liang, Harp

As we prepared for our first full orchestra concert since COVID, the week of rehearsals
was filled with excitement as we adjusted to playing in full strength again and
caught up with colleagues with whom we had not had a chance to see in a
while. The support for each other and towards our soloist colleagues were very
much present.

Come concert day, as we all sat on stage, warming up and tuning, we whispered

excitedly to each other, remarking at the number of people we saw in the audience,
surprised at the new seating of not needing to sit apart. We waved excitedly to friends

and family in the audience who had not seen us in full force for two years. And when the
lights dimmed and the music began, the electricity of performing to a near full house could
be felt on stage and in the music. What a joy it was to play in this way again! The generous
supportive applause at the beginning and end of each concerto, made it feel like a wonderful
reunion for everyone present that night.

| personally felt quite emotional and proud of what we were able to bring to the audience
as an orchestra - an indescribable feeling of being present and alive, a shared experience that
only live music can bring. | hope this will continue for a long time to come and people will
remember what it feels like to not just listen to music but to experience a live performance.

Share your favourite #SCOreturns moment with us by tagging us at

#SCOreturns

@singaporechineseorchestra on Instagram!
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Follow SCO on Instagram
for more BTS and updates!
@singaporechineseorchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) and Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) inked a three-year
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 1 April 2022
at the NAFA’s Lee Foundation Theatre. The ceremony
was witnessed by Minister for Culture, Community and
Youth, and Second Minister for Law, Mr Edwin Tong.

SCO and NAFA has a longstanding collaborative
relationship since 2009, with many of SCO’s musicians
being NAFA’s alumni, as well as Instrumental Adjuncts
at NAFA’s Chinese Music Department. This MOU seeks
to formalise the partnership between both parties
for the preservation and promotion of traditional
Chinese arts, music, and culture. This MOU is also a
milestone, and it serves as an opportunity for both
parties to foster a positive Chinese orchestral music
environment.

SCO and NAFA also held a special chamber music
concert to commemorate the signing ceremony, with
nine SCO musicians and fourteen NAFA students.
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SCO and NAFA MOU
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Speech by SCO Executive Director Terence Ho

MOU SIGNING

CEREMONY & CONCERT
BUAET R 0
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MOU signing witnessed by Minister Tong
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“"We hope to deepen and broaden our
collaboration, strive to establish a robust
ecosystem to develop top-notch artists and
management, to groom and nurture the next
generation of fine artists.”
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SCO Executive Director Terence Ho
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Speech by NAFA President Mrs Tan-Soh Wai Lan
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Chamber music concert by SCO musicians and NAFA
students
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"With this MOU, | believe our creative
synergies will bring both NAFA and SCO to
greater heights, and | would like to thank SCO
for their continued support to nurture future
generations of Chinese musicians. Together,
we will elevate the quality of Chinese musicin
Singapore.”

-EFEARFRAB= [T
NAFA President Mrs Tan-Soh Wai Lan

SCO and NAFA MOU
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