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As SCO celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, we
came up with a line-up of concerts and programmes
that revolves around the theme of reviewing the past,
treasuring the present and looking ahead. SCO presented
the Virtuoso Series under this fluid pandemic situation,
featuring Concertmaster Li Baoshun, Erhu | Principal Zhao
Jianhua, Yanggin Principal Qu Jianging, Pipa Principal
Yu Jia, Sanxian Associate Principal Huang Guifang, Dizi
Principal Yin Zhiyang, Suona/Guan Principal Jin Shiyi
and Sheng Principal Guo Changsuo. Through the series
of concerts, talks, webisodes and the commemorative
books, the inspirational and enthusiastic sharing from the
virtuosos would surely captivate your hearts.

We held two Gala concerts in October 2021, specially
crafted by Resident Conductor Quek Ling Kiong. Under
the baton of Music Director Tsung Yeh, Associate
Conductor Moses Gay and Quek Ling Kiong, dizi musician
Lim Sin Yeo, Concertmaster Li Baoshun, Principal
Zhao Jianhua and Principal Yu Jia, presented the two
heart-warming and splendid concerts - Our Shared
Memories: The SCO Yesteryearand Dazzling Rhapsodies.
These concerts received rave reviews from SCO Patron
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Minister Edwin Tong,
Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong and Mrs Goh,
and also the Board of Directors and invited guests. These
two concerts will be released through #DabaoSCO in
early 2022.

The pandemic has strengthened our bonds while we
continue to bring exquisite Chinese Orchestral music to
everyone. SCO has always lived up to its name of the
“People’s Orchestra”, putting up our best performances,
regardless of live or digital concerts. We strive to continue
pushing frontiers with our music, and inspire generations
to come. Please continue to support us, as we present you
with more top-notch performances next concert season!

Terence Ho
Executive Director
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In celebration of our 25th anniversary, we held the
Our Shared Memories: The SCO Yesteryear concert
on the first week of October, to relive and reminisce the
extraordinary moments of our SCO pioneers, specifically
pioneer musicians who were with the People's Association
Chinese Orchestra (PACO) and then to SCO. We were very
honoured to have Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong
as Guest-of-Honour, together with Mrs Goh, and Minister
of State Alvin Tan as Special Guest, to grace the invited-
guests only concert on 1 October, held to commemorate and
honour these pioneers.
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Lim Sin Yeo, a musician from the pioneer batch of PACO
musician who joined SCO, charmed all present with his
rendition of Haw Par Villa Myths, where he showcased
his mastery for the different woodwind instruments. Erhu |
Principal Zhao Jianhua, performed The Great Wall Capriccio
once again, an erhu concerto made famous by his teacher,
Maestra Min Huifen.

Written by the late SCO composer and musician Yeo Puay Hian,
the grand finale Torrent was conducted by Music Director
Tsung Yeh. The fourth movement Pass on the Light, was
accompanied by the pre-recordings of Vocal Associates
Chamber Choir, which touched the hearts of many.

SCO Yesteryear 05

Programme curator of the SCO25 Gala concerts, Resident
Conductor Quek Ling Kiong, made a contemplative statement,
“The Past serves as a reflection like a mirror to express
gratitude, to embrace the root that holds the wisdom for
the present and future”. SCO would not have achieved its
success today, without the support of all our members, both
new and old. We sincerely thank each and every, for their
constant efforts and hard work over the years!

REFHBORIEARE RETEM
Click or scan QR code to read the house programme


https://sco.com.sg/images/PDFs/SCO-Yesteryear-housebooklet-FA-digital.pdf

06 Dazzling Rhaspodies
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This year marks SCQO’s 25th anniversary, and we held the
Gala concert: Dazzling Rhapsodies on 8 October 2021 to
celebrate this special occasion. We are honoured to have
SCOQO’s Patron, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong gracing
the event as the Guest-of-Honour, and Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth (MCCY) & Second Minister for Law
Edwin Tong as the Special Guest.
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SCO’s Concertmaster Li Baoshun and Pipa Principal
Yu Jia, serenaded all present with striking renditions of their
masterpieces Legend of the Merlion and Spring and Autumn.
SCO Composer-in-Residence Wang Chenwei’s latest work,
Lion City Rhapsody, which integrated musical elements of
the five main Chinese dialect groups in Singapore, held its
world-premiere performance under the baton of Resident
Conductor Quek Ling Kiong.

Associate Conductor Moses Gay led the orchestra on youth
composer Phang Kok Jun’s newest arrangement Medley of
Singapore Chinese Pop, which features popular Chinese
songs written by local composers. Conducted by Music
Director Tsung Yeh, the concert ended on a high note with
Eric Watson'’s classic Nanyang piece Tapestries — Time
Dances. The concerts received rave reviews and we would
like to thank everyone for the constant support!



Dazzling Rhaspodies 09




10 Dazzling Rhaspodies

FERSEBUANREANLSETERST 2N ML R45T)
BR(RR-E8), FRRT RENLBEERMNARRFHHEE.
BHHD AR, RXARBFCBRR) HRIZERREBR
£, PXARMBA(KE RIRMFITIE R K, AR IER
EXIRRERAES .

Hosted by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, SCO officially
launched the commemorative books, which includes
never-before-told stories of eight of our musicians. Titled
SCO Hidden Gems - Celebrating SCQO'’s Silver Jubilee,
the English edition is penned by former senior journalist
Leong Weng Kam. The Chinese edition is written by SPH
Chinese editorial team and led by Lianhe Zaobao Special
Commentator Giam Meng Tuck.
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Click or scan QR code to read the house programme



https://sco.com.sg/images/PDFs/SCO-dazzling-housebooklet-FA2-web.pdf
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14 Virtuoso Series
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As we celebrate our silver jubilee this year, eight of SCO’s
Principals and Associate Principal specially presented the
Virtuoso Series for our audience and long-time supporters.
This first concert Pluck was held on 31 July, where Yangqin
Principal Qu Jianqing, Sanxian Associate Principal Huang
Guifang and Pipa Principal Yu Jia showcased several
renowned plucking pieces. Senior Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Transport Mr Baey Yam Keng is the special guest
for this concert.




Virtuoso Series 15

REFFWQRIEME (35BN B FRFIE KRS
Click or scan QR code to watch the Pluck



https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=435343411256183

16 Virtuoso Series
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The second concert Bow was held on 28 August, where
Concertmaster Li Baoshun and Erhu | Principal Zhao
Jianhua, serenaded audience with their decades of skills,
experiences and musicianship on full display.

Each Virtuoso Series concert was paired with a pre-show
talk and post-show dialogue, with the former focusing on
sharing a different perspective of the instrument and its
development, while the latter was a supplement to the
performed pieces.
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REFAWMQREBME( LKL ERRFERS
. Click or scan QR code to watch the Bow
% Pre-concert talk


https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=865996527656557

18 Virtuoso Series
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The finale concert, Virtuoso Series Ill: Winds, was held
on 25 September. Sheng Principal Guo Changsuo, Dizi
Principal Yin Zhiyang and Suona/Guan Principal Jin Shiyi,
showcased the vibrancy of the winds section.

Apart from the concerts, the eight virtuosos have specially
recorded webisodes, which showcased their interpretation
and explanation of a renowned music piece of their
respective instruments. Through the talk and webisodes,
SCO hopes to provide our audience a deeper insight and
understanding of the music.
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Click or scan QR code to watch the Winds Click or scan QR code to watch the

Pre-concert talk Virtuosos and Classics webisode series


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqYjl0fJJr9hEEeC-5a9oRS39f3WfuQY6
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=554002655678524
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SERREBINESBAE BRIEOAES 725NN E, Against all odds, we are now 25! Read on for 25 stories from
IREMNESER.BAURSRE, SR EXEEMLEIZ! musicians, staff and Friends of SCO that pays tribute to our
25th anniversary.

(EFEEFR)
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SCO and | have cross-pathed numerous
times even before | became part of the
team. From watching them perform

as a student, to performing together

as a guest musician, writing this short
anecdote brings me back down the good
old memory lane, so near... yet so far...
One of the most inspiring moments |

2 AN B TS T had with SCO, if | have to choose among the many, would be
ROFTLER B 5 15F . — PALERRAE the Mega Concert Series. The first Mega Concert in year 2000,
?E’ﬂ%ﬁ%?‘f%}]ﬁi@ﬁ}i\% R —B | recalled rehearsing and performing with the SCO musicians.

As a student, naturally | felt star struck and excited. Sadly during
== £ = A 1) < a8
tﬁiﬂ’][‘)\m?’ff%k,i%?ﬂﬁ#ﬁj%ﬁﬂj\E the concert, | was placed “not-so-near” the SCO musicians, and
B-EXNEBIEMEASES, that perhaps was the little disappointment that | had. Fortunately,
T EEELS, SREEAK, for the second Mega Concert in 2004 and as a “Botak” National

= N Servicemen, | managed to make it in time to play as an Erhu
FHBWALRNER IF—RHH musician. And guess what? | was placed just behind the SCO

TEW?’ ?E?E’ WEY 55?_7351"3:\’ [E]h musicians! Dream came true? Yes! And it got better! Fast forward
EEKE, EEEEREMIRLER. next 10 years, year 2014 Mega Concert and being part of the

L R SCO team, | was placed on a high stage leading a team of 949
RERE S ERFIHEXE RR255F, Erhu musicians in another rendition of the same familiar piece,

HHT%; SOE, 35£E, 40$ﬁﬂ/‘:T<ﬁTﬁT Horse Rac/ng
[k, BB, FFIRE!
o _ - Amazing to see how SCO and | have developed and grown
BRI, RSN over the years. For SCO’s 25th anniversary, | wish to sincerely

5 - congratulate them for the achievements that were unlocked over
the past 25 years, and more importantly, wishing them the very
best for the next 25 years and beyond!

Moses Gay, Associate Conductor
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(BE—TRBIFRIE RTRENERE) , LW RERRIFMERT  RIVRERERNE R, BHRE XM RBFIE R
WRE T RENFE, XB—THHNEE .
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Growing up in SCO

My dad is part of the pioneer batch of
musicians in SCO. Since young, | grew
up in a relatively different environment
from my peers, where | got to follow

my parents to their rehearsals. About

a quarter of SCO’s pioneer musicians
carried me when | was still a child. Some
of the administrative staff (especially the
Concert Production Crew); Bee Lan, Uncle Ah Long, Uncle Anthony,
Chun Seng, Mee Joon too, were there for me since | was a kid. Not
to forget Wan Ying, whom | grew up with as my parents taught at her
secondary school.

After completing my masters, I'm delighted to be working in the
place that | grew up in, with familiar faces who were once my parent-
figures, then teachers, then colleagues; friends made from CO camp
and SYCO, turned classmates and then colleagues as well. My dad
is now my colleague - we go to work together, have meals together,
this feels great! "Growing up with SCO" has been an incredible and
remarkable journey, and I've only just started as a musician with
SCO. Happy 25th anniversary! | hope we can continue to bring our
music, our "Kampong" to even greater heights!

Benjamin Boo, percussion musician
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My Weekend Home

Before the pandemic, SCO was my weekend
home where | spend most of my Fridays and
Saturdays enjoying performances, except for
days that | am on holiday. One memorable
concert | attended was Maestro Tsung Yeh’s
very first concert as Music Director, in January
2002. His versatile and lively conducting left a
deep impression on me that | joined the Friends
of SCO right after.

SCO has been presenting a diverse and
interesting range of repertoire, which include
Chinese opera music, Nanyang style music,
East-West fusion and jazz. As a Chinese Opera
fan, I'm delighted with SCO’s performance of
various dialect operas and music. | wish SCO
every success and may the orchestra continue
to fulfil their vision of being a world-renowned
Chinese Orchestra with a uniquely Singaporean
character!

Florence, Friends of SCO
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Europe, China, Korea and more... the overseas tours that | embarked i
on with SCO always left deep impressions. Asides from being able to @ Gwangiu, South Korea

present SCO’s music abroad, those little behind-the-scenes incidents
(be it the creepy or heart-warming ones) still linger in my memories.

Whenever the 90-odd person team travels, lots and lots of luggage are
involved (our instruments, daily essentials etc), and there will definitely
be someone who misplaced their things unknowingly. During the Korea
trip in 2019, Zeng Zhi accidentally left his handphone on the taxi. We
tried tracking his phone but no response was received. Eventually, the
battery died and hopes of finding the phone diminished. It was really
lucky that the kind taxi driver brought his phone to the police station.
The police saw the text message | sent and rang me up (two days after
he lost his phone, also our last night in Korea) and we rushed over

the police station after the concert to retrieve the phone. Despite travelling to Korea for a few leisure trips
previously, this was my first time being to Korea’s police station.

Min Hui, zhongruan musician
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“l grew up with SCO”

| grew up with SCO. Largely because, | have been playing the erhu
since 2002. As a big fan, | have attended many SCO concerts, and
always envisioned myself as a member of this big family. | have
applied for jobs in SCO after | graduated from University, but sadly
didn’t made it. It has knocked me down a few times, swayed me from
my dreams a few times. | have experienced failures and rejections,
but one thing for sure, | get up every time; with more wisdom,
strength and certainly much stronger, than before.

| am blessed. So, after 4 Singapore Youth Festival (SYF) during my
school days from Primary School to Junior College, and countless
performances in the SCO concert hall as an erhu player and

sometimes the emcee of concerts/events, here | am working as a staff in SCO. Celebrated my 2nd year with
SCO in May 2020 and | have achieved many little milestones thus far, contributing positively to the arts and
culture industry. The journey here hasn't been easy, but | am working hard, striving to learn and grow every
single day. And, bonus - faith brought us together at SCO.

Ka Min, Staff
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“New bird” in SCO

Joining SCO during the pandemic is really a one-of-a-kind experience.
Unlike 2020, where concerts and live performances were totally cancelled,
live concerts gradually resumed in 2021, with different versions of SMM.
Reacting to the different versions of SMM is a real exciting experience that
will definitely give you massive adrenaline rush. As a “new bird” who is still
trying to understand how things works, whenever all these changes came rolling in, | can feel like my heart is
in my mouth. “Oh my god, what should | do now?” “Are we in time to change this?” Before | can really digest
the latest update, another latest update is already on the plate waiting.

Even so, | am really thankful for our ever-understanding and never-complaining vendors, who will always rush
things out for us, no matter how late it is. Change is the only constant in life, and this is especially so during
the pandemic. Even though things are stressful for most people, it feels good when everyone in the team and
company work together to make a concert possible!

Hui Yin, Staff
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As COVID-19 hit us, | greatly missed the live
concert experience, so much so that | got a little
emotional when | watched my first live orchestral
concert in March this year, and heard the warm

melody of Zhao Jiping’s {&:#231R) reverberating
through the hall. Although live audience sizes are
smaller and the orchestra is still not at its full size,
| am glad that as restrictions ease there is finally
some light at the end of the tunnel, and the good
old days of squeezing past fellow audience to get
to our seats are somewhat within reach again.
Looking past the pandemic, | look forward to seeing
SCO use their new knowledge and expertise to
immortalize future concerts online, not only to
reach a wider audience but also to be archived
and passed down to future audiences to preserve
authentic Chinese music, and | cannot wait to see
what the future holds for the SCO.

Deborah, SNYCO member

I've always wanted to attend SCO concerts since its
establishment. It was only till some years later, when | saw
the advertisement for the Chaozhou musicians’ concert, that
| finally watched one. The concert was great and left a deep
impression on me, and ever since then, | watch almost every
of SCO'’s performance. | also joined the Friends of SCO, and
have been an active member for around 17 years.

Happy 25th anniversary to SCO! May SCO continue to
flourish with several great performances.

Michael Chia, Friends of SCO

#MemorieswithSCO
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#MemorieswithSCO

Home

My journey in SCO has been a new experience for me. As someone who has zero
arts background and a Malay, a chance to understand Chinese Culture and music
better; an invaluable experience that will benefit me for life. Learning the different
instruments and being able to listen to the wonderful music close to a daily basis
was something | never expected to enjoy.

On a more person scale, it’s the little acts that take place — speaking English, especially those where English
is not their main language, and having a halal oven — are some small details that made me feel at home. It
feels that I've been adopted into this family where everyone cares for each other.

Happy 25th Anniversary SCO — wishing you more years ahead to shine and blossom.

Bazli, Staff
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From West to East:
discovering the beauty of
Chinese orchestral music

During my first month at work,
| listened to the opening gala
concert of the season, Dream
of the Red Chamber and Red
Cliff. Wu Bixia’s melancholic
vocals pierced through the
entire concert hall and reached
the depths of my heart. The orchestral music provided strong
support in evoking the emotions of the Chinese classic Dream of
the Red Chamber. Without much understanding of the story, the
culture and being new to the genre, tears welled up in my eyes.
The music touched me in ways that transcended language and
cultural barriers, as how it should be. | knew | could never view
Chinese orchestral music the same way again.

It is said that music washes away the dust of everyday life. During
difficult times, | have witnessed and experienced for myself the
immense power of music in bringing comfort and hope to others.
My hope is that SCO will be around for many years to come, and
our music will always bring light and warmth to the turbulent world
that we live in.

Shannen Ho, ex-staff
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A letter from a 20-year-old to SCO

Previously an intern, my experience really
opened me up to the whole new world of Chinese
orchestral music. Being able to work on projects
for SCO, listening to the music and contributing
what | could made up some of my best memories
this year. Behind the scenes, everyone has been
putting in their utmost effort to bring programmes
and concerts of the highest quality to everyone
and though times are tough, SCO has definitely
managed to pull through! Thus, amidst these
uncertain times for many arts organisations, | hope
SCO will continue to flourish brilliantly and slowly
but surely reach its goal of becoming a world-
renowned Chinese Orchestral!

Crystal, Intern

#MemorieswithSCO

EEHNRRE, HEL EME T R AR ER
H25AF B RR.B— B RHE R H IR —
BAE, #EEFTHES, IIRARERT I,
BUK EBXER, ERaRE—HEET EH7
RS F—CRRD, B ARTeE = T AT, Bz
RAGBHELR, KR LRRT IETE, —
NABEH, B, BRARMEEERRRERUK
WMZ’P%, B R B R E DUAED T SR R IE
EEZHTENRTHE, HEHEZED A

RERENENXMIHAEEZEM, BT
((%Blﬂﬁﬁ ENPERIXGERR BRI L
FAESFER, ERWEREN, EARHL, MEN0
AN RER SR, BRIE!

KL, FIfTHASR

Life Mentors

Growing up, | spent my teenage years watching SCO’s concerts.

As a student that started my music journey from my school’s
Chinese Orchestra, performing in a concert seemed like a stretch

for me -

| could barely play a decent note on my instrument. This was the
orchestra that taught me everything from scratch - from concert
formalities, etiquettes, to the diverse range of music that was
performed and the intricate interpretations and different stylistic
approaches brought to different pieces. The 13-year-old boy sitting
on the red cushioned seats of Singapore Conference Hall would
never have thought that he would be able to perform on the same
stage that the professional orchestra performed on. Having the
opportunity to perform side-by-side in SNYCQO'’s Dauntless Spirit

concert series was a literal dream come true.

Wei Xuan, SNYCO member
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We pride ourselves as Singapore’s only professional
Chinese Orchestra. However, keeping up with the title is
easier said than done. We know that it is insufficient to rely
solely on governmental assistance to continue on with our
endeavours. Hence, it is necessary for us to engage you in
the work we do, so that SCO will continue to serve the nation
to its fullest.

We welcome your generous contribution to the SCO. Every
dollar goes into enabling SCO to create better programmes
accessible to you and everyone. Donations are entitled
to 2.5 times tax deduction. You may make your donation
through the following channels:



SCO Giving.SG:
&A@ 32 Giving. SG# 1T LB

PayNow/Bank Transfer:
PayNow/$R T &I

By cheque:
XERM:

Support SCO @ 29

www.giving.sg/singapore-chinese-orchestra

UEN: 199603271D

Account Name: Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited
Bank: Overseas Chinese Banking Corporation Ltd

Branch Address: Main Branch

Bank No: 7339

Branch No: 501

Account number: 501-347116-001

*Note: Please send us your organisation/personal details within 3 working days after
making your donation if you need a tax-deductible receipt to be issued to you.

“FA I AREREIPayNowliB A ZE R SEIN, BELHRENINTITERR, B4/
MAER (NERER. FHSH3) RGN UL SZHRBHFE.

Please make cheque(s) payable to "Singapore Chinese Orchestra" and mail it to:
BRI & E G444 “Singapore Chinese Orchestra”, = :

7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810

*Note: Please send your organisation/personal details with the cheque if you need a
tax-deductible receipt to be issued to you.

HX BRI/ NANER (R FHNSE) EREZERFIHIEARE, UEF
G ECCIE N

You may refer to the following link for the details required.

www.sco.com.sg/en/support-us/sponsorship-donation

Donations ($100 & above) will be acknowledged in the For any further enquiries, please contact:

house programme.

MAEZIFE, BRKRE W SHESR:

BRETVEMRIIHAERE100TRU ENE DAL,

Ms Rosemary Tan/Ms Lim Fen Ni FRER /M5

Please inform us if you wish to remain anonymous. Tel: 6557 4045/ 6557 4010 » Fax: 6557 2756

ERFEELBNIBENE.

Email: tan@sco.com.sg / fnlim@sco.com.sg


http://www.sco.com.sg/en/support-us/sponsorship-donation
http://www.giving.sg/singapore-chinese-orchestra
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We wish to thank the media and all who have contributed to the Singapore Chinese Orchestra
in one way or another.

Be our FAN on:

Singapore Chinese Orchestra | #ilKEREAREARS

MR EFREABRAR

Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited

7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810
SCO@sSCO0.com.sg | SCO@sCo.com.sg



