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Solo Grand Champion Deborah Siok
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SINGAPORE CHINESE MUSIC COMPETITION:
DISCOVER TALENTS, INSPIRING YOUTHS!



02 ® Fundraising

% FFERE R R im)
FIR TTHT70657T
SCO raised $777,065 at the Virtual Fundraising
Gala Concert: Yueqin Romance!
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The Orchestra’s performance is streamed live to invited virtual guests via the Zoom platform

SCO held its first ever virtual Fundraising Gala Concert on
23 October 2020, raising a total of $777,065. All proceeds
will go into the development and operations of SCO, and
will be matched dollar-for-dollar under the Cultural Matching
Fund from the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth.
The event was graced by SCO Patron, Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong, Minister of State for Culture, Community
and Youth Mr Alvin Tan, as well as prominent Singaporean
leaders and friends of the orchestra.

Titled Yueqin Romance, this year’s concert programme
showcased one of the most traditional plucked-string
instrument, Yueqin. A Zhongruan look-alike, Yueqin has a
moon-shaped soundboard, short fretted neck, and consists
of four strings.

A KIAEFIMKERENGETEEZ/ZE
Zhang Li on the Yueqin with SCO

Led by Music Director Tsung Yeh, 23 of our musicians
serenaded audiences with well-loved classics such as
Blossoms under the Full Moon, composed by Huang Yijun
and arranged by Peng Xiuwen; Dance of the Golden Snake,
composed by Nie Er and arranged by Wang Danhong. To
express appreciation to all donors and sponsors, Fundraising
chairperson Mrs Goh Chok Tong, graced all present with
her vocals with Plum Blossoms for a Better Tomorrow,
which was rearranged by SCO’s Composer-In-Residence
Wang Chenwei.

We would like to thank all donors and sponsors who have
contributed to SCO’s fundraising success in one way
or another!

A RFERXANZEBEE AR,

Mrs Goh Chok Tong serenaded guests at the event.
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Singapore Chinese Music Competition 2020
concludes with success

RESHIMRERLFREEGR.
Distinguished guests alongside with SCMC prize winners.
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Deborah Siok (Champion of Solo Grand category) performed
Amannisha with SCO.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJxUia0JasQIH0tB1VwOrg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJxUia0JasQIH0tB1VwOrg

Singapore Chinese Orchestra successfully held the Singapore
Chinese Music Competition (SCMC) from 23 November to
12" December 2020, attracting a total of 335 participants from
all walks of life. Previously known as the National Chinese
Music Competition (NCMC), the competition was rebranded
and this first edition of SCMC had newly introduced two
categories - Solo Grand and Orchestra. Under the Solo Grand
category, anyone including first prize winners of previous
NCMC competitions were welcomed to participate; the
Orchestra category however was unfortunately cancelled in
view of the current Covid-19 situation.

Emerging Champion of the Solo Grand category is 24-year-
old Deborah Siok (erhu), who dazzled the audience with
her impressive performance. Recalling upon her journey,
Deborah was elated at the addition of the Solo Grand
category, which featured rare opportunities for finalists
to perform a concerto with SCO. Covid-19 had been the
biggest challenge for Deborah while preparing for the
competition, inevitably affecting her motivation and morale
as lessons was place on hold. Nonetheless, Deborah
pushed beyond her limits with a fearless mind-set, fighting
against uncertainties and through consistent practice; she
was rewarded with fruitful results. Deborah has been a
member of the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra
since 2016. Moving forward, she hopes to join SCO as a
professional musician and contribute to the local Chinese
Music scene.

Another finalist of the Solo Grand category is 19-year-old
Li Siyu (erhu), who captivated the hearts of many with her
splendid performance in the erhu concerto Ode to Hero.
Ode to Love. She received the most online votes and was
presented the “Audience Choice Award” at the finals. Siyu
is currently the Associate Principal (erhu) of Singapore
National Youth Chinese Orchestra. The other finalist is
20-year-old Fu Zifei (guzheng), who charmed the audience
with her performance of As Thus.

T

“What | found very touching in this
competition was to see local Chinese
musicians maintaining their dedication and
passion for Chinese orchestral music. It was
almost unnoticeable that this was prepared
during the face of the epidemic.”

Mr Simon Kong Su Leong (Adjudicator for
Solo - Preliminaries)
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SCMC 2020 ® 05

Led by Resident Conductor Mr Quek Ling Kiong and
Associate Conductor Mr Moses Gay, the Solo Grand
Champion and selected finalists performed alongside SCO
at Singapore Conference Hall on 11 and 12 December 2020.
Head on now to SCMC’s YouTube Channel, to catch or
re-watch some of those splendid moments.

A VRIERBEFZ=BFIERE(RI.
“Audience Choice Award” Recipient Li Siyu performed
Ode to Hero. Ode to Love.

A FHANRBEARECFLE
Solo Grand Finalist Fu Zifei

“Some of the younger patrticipants, in particular,
showed a great deal of poise on stage which
was really impressive. | am very proud to see
continuity and succession in Singapore’s
Chinese orchestral music scene.”

Ms Xiong Yue (Adjudicator for Solo —
Preliminaries & Solo Grand — Final)
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJxUia0JasQIH0tB1VwOrg

06 @ Digital Chamber

‘% RER
SCO Presents Digital Chamber Concerts

A (BE): XYL LEERSANMVNESR T HRAEREHREENNEENER.
Rendezvous: This digital concert featured works by world-renowned composers Chen Qigang and Tan Dun.
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A (BE): RERESRENBEBRNNEGETEZUEN—/,.
Rendezvous: Xu Zhong performed /dyll under the piano
companion of Music Director Tsung Yeh.
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A (BARE): BEESTR(IZRENILUAREERE,
Nocturne: Zhao Jianhua’s performance of Reminiscence of Qin E
dazzled the audience.
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Digital Chamber ® (Q7

Nocturne: SCO presented pieces that portrayed the beauty and composure of the night scenery.

A (BARE): ZRINARARZREIAE(RRT -
Nocturne: Li Baoshun serenaded audiences with his Jinghu
performance for the piece Night Thoughts, a popular Peking
opera tune.

SCO presented 5 digital concerts titled Rendezvous,
Nocturne, Untamed Melodies, An Affinity with Nature
and Awfully Joyful respectively between August to
November 2020.

Under the baton of Music Director Tsung Yeh, SCO
presented two ticketed digital chamber concerts in August
and September 2020. Titled Rendezvous and Nocturne,
both concerts featured a myriad of genres, from energetic
contemporary pieces to melodic traditional classics,
delighting the audience with multiple experiences.

This is SCO’s first rehearsal and productions since circuit
breaker started in April 2020. Due to the safe distancing
regulations in post circuit breaker Phase 1, the orchestra
embarked on pre-produced digital concert projects, to bring
curated music experiences to audience through the Sistic
Live platform.
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Untamed Melodies: SCO Percussionists depicting the suspense of a tiger attacking its prey in Tiger Bracing for Attack.
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In October 2020, Associate Conductor Moses Gay led SCO
in Untamed Melodies, which showcased various animals that
inspired renowned composers of Chinese orchestral music
with evergreen classics. In November 2020, small-scale live
performances are allowed to resume, and SCO is delighted
to welcome audiences back into our Concert Hall.

Led by Resident Conductor Quek Ling Kiong, SCO presented
two hybrid concerts that allowed audiences to catch it live
in the concert hall, or watch it online at the comfort of their
homes. An Affinity with Nature led audience in the discovery
of nature through music; whereas Awfully Joyful featured
the special collaboration between Singapore National Youth
Chinese Orchestra alumni and their instructors.



Digital Chamber ® (09
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An Affinity with Nature: Pieces like Grasslands Fantasia and Clouds showcased the beauty of nature.

A (FHRF): BFEERFUREN(RED, BEERKHIRZER,
Awfully Joyful: Dizi quartet performed Raindrop, which depicts the myriad imagery of rain.
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Essence of SCO: SCO welcome audiences
back to Concert Hall
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As part of the MCCY and NAC'’s pilot programme, Singapore
Chinese Orchestra held the first live audience concert on
11th and 12th September 2020 to welcome audiences back
to the concert hall. SCO is the first national arts company
to premiere a concert under this programme, and concert
attendees adhere to mandatory safe management measures,
inclusive of sitting in checker-board arrangements, practising
social distancing at all times and more.

Titled Essence of SCO, audiences are engaged with well-
loved classics Celebration Overture, Reflection of the Moon
on Erquan, Jasmine, and The Celestial Web. Conducted
by Music Director Tsung Yeh, the scaled-down 23-person
orchestra performed an hour-long concert in front of 50 live
audiences. This concert was also live-streamed on SCO’s
Facebook page, which allows audiences to watch the concert
online in the comforts of their home.
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The global outbreak of Covid-19 has reshaped the way
of life, keeping everyone contained at home, and people
struggled while adapting to the new norm. Many plans
were disrupted, and as much as we want to perform for our
audiences, concerts were inevitably cancelled. However,
crisis also brought about opportunities; where technology
has help people stay close and connected this pandemic.

Since February 2020, Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO)
and Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO)
has tapped on digital content to reach out to our audiences.
Through the digital concert and innovative online content
series, we strive to continue bringing good music and
happiness to everyone.
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#DabaoSCO
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Digital Content ® 13

First released on 14 February 2020, #Dabao Series
“da-bao (takeaway)” full-length digital SCO concerts,
allowing audiences to watch some of SCO’s best concerts
at the comfort of their homes. From all-time classics of
Maestros Extravaganza to An Evening of Xinyao, about 30
concerts have been released online, gathering over 270k
views on our social media platforms. Click here to watch our
#DabaoSCO series on YouTube.


http://bit.ly/dabaoSCO
http://bit.ly/dabaoSCO
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#RoomforMusic

A (RROEIRT
Human Diaries Series
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With concerts inevitably cancelled or postponed, our
musicians wanted to play their part and spread some
positivity during this vulnerable period. Unleashing their
creativity, #fRoomformusic is a musician-led initiative first
introduced on 28 March 2020. Under this series, musicians
re-interpret classic works and perform pieces such as
Part of Your World from The Little Mermaid, gathering a

total of over 325k views with the 78 videos uploaded.

The Human Diaries series first launched on 15 April 2020
and featured one SCO musician per week. Audiences get
to know more about our musicians and get a glimpse in
their daily lives. This series consists of 20 episodes and has
received around 222k views since its release. Click here to
watch Human Diaries on our YouTube channel.


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqYjl0fJJr9iG_y3E3ODPqADqkMmrjzT7
https://it-it.facebook.com/singapore.chinese.orchestra/videos/enjoy-disneys-the-little-mermaid-classic-part-of-your-world-with-our-female-musi/219003216056975/
https://it-it.facebook.com/singapore.chinese.orchestra/videos/enjoy-disneys-the-little-mermaid-classic-part-of-your-world-with-our-female-musi/219003216056975/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqYjl0fJJr9iG_y3E3ODPqADqkMmrjzT7
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#CO101
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Our digital content also consist of the #C0101 webisode
series, which engage and introduce audience about
Chinese music; the #StaySafeWithSNYCO series led
by SNYCO members, encourages Singaporeans
to stay healthy with their #hermometerchallenge,
#distancingchallenge and more. Hop on to our official
Facebook page or YouTube channel now to catch these
contents!

Most Watched Video S i&HNE:
Confluence {g)

226,669

Total Videos Released £#haz 5 S5k

188

Total Views RIBE:

1,396,702


https://www.facebook.com/singapore.chinese.orchestra/
http://bit.ly/SCO-youtube
https://www.facebook.com/singapore.chinese.orchestra/
https://www.facebook.com/singapore.chinese.orchestra/
http://bit.ly/SCO-youtube

