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Our Vision
We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra

N3G 4L SR with a uniquely Singaporean character
HEINREDR Our Mission
LR, aStHHEE To inspire Singapore and the World with our music
HENR T {EW Our Values
Bk EHERN Strive for excellence in our performances
EZIZFPATE Committed to teamwork
NNl B Open to innovation and learning
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Music Tuesdays: Strings of Elegance 11
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Digital Concert

RYE X REMER . HE St

Nocturnal Peace Composed by Liu Tianhua, Arranged by Yang Xue

“#AZE% Erhu Duet: =FH Li Yulong. BInE Mu Ruixue

AZhE PULERER ] N R E S

Crescent Moon before Dawn Arranged by Liu Mingyuan, Accompaniment arranged by Shen Cheng

==1REA Gaoyin Banhu : ZEH& Li Yulong
HE#E Yangqin Accompaniment  : EEF Qu Jianqging

Bt S8 RIE/ - 83 AR Y i
Birds Returning to the Woods Composed by Yi Jianquan, Arranged by Sim Boon Yew
=#A Gaohu : ZXEM Li Yulong

fiB%A Yehu : BIHE Mu Ruixue

# Xiao : K% Phang Thean Siong

% Yanggin : BE% Qu Jianqging

Bt Zhongruan : AFZEE Cheng Tzu-Ting

KiEZ Cello : BE=1E Huang Ting-Yu

A E/)VER X BF i 1 i

A Tune from Henan Composed by Liu Mingyuan

—#A Erhu : BInSE Mu Ruixue
HEHZE Yangqin Accompaniment  : ZEEFE Qu Jianqging

ST 7K FRILRERH. HEHITHBIE. K OIREFS
Folk Song from Northeast China, Adapted by Huang Haihuai,

RizercH S oncly Accompaniment arranged by Zhang Xinfu

—#A Erhu : ZEH Li Yulong
HEHE Yangqin Accompaniment  : ZEEFE Qu Jianqging

By BB LLI R S5 B SRANERE . S EMR M
Maiden of Alishan Composed by Zhang Che, Arranged by Gao Jia
ZtH=E% Erhu Duet : ZEH Li Yulong, BIE Mu Ruixue P
AZFHZ= Piano Accompaniment : AfHER Hu Chung-Chin

BIRA A i HIEER e REMEH. TERKH
Czardas Composed by Vittorio Monti, Arranged by Li Yulong
4
Z#A=EZ= Erhu Duet : ZFEMk LiYulong. BIwE Mu Ruixue |
AZFZ= Piano Accompaniment : AfHER Hu Chung-Chin
f

BREE2ZN1/NE, THIHARE, Approximate concert duration: 1 hour, no intermission.

BRERRETERDIES,
There will be a post-concert chat after the concert.
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BENEERSFHITREMAREY.
No videography and flash pb'of graphy
is permitted in this conce
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in
1997, is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese
orchestra. SCO, made up of more than 8o musicians,
occupies the Singapore Conference Hall, which is a
national monument. With Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong as its patron, SCO takes on the twin role of
preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing
its unique identity through the incorporation of
Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its
blockbuster presentations and is fast establishing itself
around the world. In 2009, SCO made history by
becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the
opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010,
performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and
versatility, SCO has toured various countries and cities
including Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou,
Macau, Hungary and England. The year 2019 also saw
SCO performing in Asia Culture Centre, Gwangju,
South Korea and completing the Europe Concert Tour
in Berlin (Germany), Prague (Czech Republic), Forli
(Italy) and loannina (Greece). These international
platforms provided SCO with the opportunities to
showcase its talents and music, propelling it to the
forefront of the international music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra,
SCO widens its outreach by performing regularly at
various national parks, communities and schools. SCO
also commissions its own compositions. It is with this
vision that SCO continues to inspire, influence, educate
and communicate through its music.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/about-the-orchestra.html
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director
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Maestro Tsung Yeh began his tenure at the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in 2002.
Under his leadership, SCO expanded its repertoire
with ground-breaking works such as Marco Polo and
Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic (2002), and Admiral
of the Seven Seas (2005) and Awaking (2018). In 2013,
Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural Medallion; the
highest accolade in the arts. He is also currently
serving as advisor to the Singapore National Youth
Chinese Orchestra.

With relentless vigour, Tsung Yeh pioneered and
developed SCO’s signature Nanyang music style,
infusing Southeast Asian elements and heritage into
symphonic works. Tsung Yeh put on a grand display
of Nanyang music during the National Day Parade
2007, where he conducted an awe-inspiring
performance comprised of musicians from SCO,
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Armed
Forces Central Band, Malay, Indian and Nanyin
ensembles. The Singapore International Competition
for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC) was
initiated by Tsung Yeh, and subsequently supported
by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, to act as a
platform to educate and establish repertoire of
Nanyang and Singapore-inspired music.

Flying the Singapore flag high, Tsung Yeh has led
SCO on numerous international concert tours to great
acclaim. In March 2005, he led the orchestra on its
first tour to Europe at Barbican Centre in London,
The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival.
History was made when Tsung Yeh led SCO to be the
first Chinese orchestra to perform in the Edinburgh
Festival. Since then, SCO’s international performances
have proliferated under Tsung Yeh’s guidance, touring
China, England, Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia, and
South Korea. In 2019, Tsung Yeh led SCO on a wildly
successful concert tour in Europe, showcasing
Nanyang music to Berlin, Prague, Forli and Dodoni
to standing ovations at every leg of the tour.

Back at his alma mater, Tsung Yeh is a guest professor
at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has taught
conducting workshops hosted by the Conductors
Guild, The League of American Orchestras and the
Musik Hochschule of Zurich and is also active in
conducting masterclasses in China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Singapore. In recent years, he was
appointed the Principal Guest Conductor of the China
Central Chinese Orchestra, Artistic Committee
Member of the Jiangsu Centre for the Performing
Arts and Senior Researcher of the He Luting Chinese
Music Research Institute of the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music and a member of the Faculty of the
International Conducting Institue (ICI) in Czech
Republic. In 2016, he was selected as one of ten
outstanding conductors by the China Nationalities
Orchestra Society. In the same year, Tsung Yeh was
also appointed as the Expert of China Thousand
Talents Programme.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/musical-leadership/music-director.html
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Li Yulong — Erhu II Associate Principal
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Li Yulong is the Erhu II Associate Principal of the
SCO, as well as the erhu section instructor of the
Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra. He is
also the member of the China Nationalities Orchestra
Society and the Singapore Erhu Society.

Li Yulong started learning the erhu at the age of 6. He
was admitted to the affiliated primary and secondary
schools of Shenyang Conservatory of Music in 2000
and 2003 respectively, under the tutelage of Li Naiping.
He studied in the Central Conservatory of Music in
2008 under Yan Jiemin. During the university days,
he learnt the banhu from Li Heng, and he also learned
more about the erhu, banhu, gaohu and jinghu from
Yang Xue, Wang Ying, Shen Cheng, Yu Qiwei, Tian
Zaili and Yao Li.

In 2010, he was awarded the Excellent Performance
Award of the youth group in the Dunhuang Cup
Chinese Erhu Performance Competition. In 2011, he
was awarded the third prize for the Hong Kong Chinese
Instruments Competition - Erhu Professional
Category and silver in the Beijing International Music
Festival Instrumental Music Competition — Erhu
Professional Category.

He graduated in 2012 with outstanding results and
joined SCO as erhu musician in the same year.

R

Mu Ruixue — Hugqgin
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Mu Ruixue graduated from the Master's programme
of the China Conservatory of Music in 2019. She
began learning the erhu from the age of 77, in the
Qingdao Children's Palace under the tutelage of
Mdm Zhu Tihui. In 2006, Mu got accepted into the
Affiliated High School of the China Conservatory
of Music and studied under Zhao Ge, the Head of
Chinese Music Department in the school, who is also
a renowned erhu performer and educator. In 2012,
Mu was the top student in her specialization accepted
into the China Conservatory of Music, where her
outstanding results also exempted her from sight-
singing and ear training classes. She studied under
Professor Zhang Zunlian, who is the Head of the
Chinese Music Department, an advisor to doctorate
students, renowned erhu player, and educator. When
Mu applied to the Graduate School in the China
Conservatory of Music in 2016, she was once again
the top student in her specialization. As a graduate
student, she continued to study under the guidance
of Professor Zhang Zunlian.

In 2003, Mu won the First-Class Award in the Youth
Category of the erhu group in the Qingdao Chinese
Instrumental Music Competition. In 2011 and
2013, Mu was one of the finalists in the 8th and gth
Erhu Golden Bell Award respectively. In 2013, Mu
received the Outstanding Performance Award in the
Professional Youth (Group A) Category of the 2nd
Dunhuang Cup National Erhu Competition. In 2019,
Mu received the Gold Award in the Professional
Category (Group A) of the Dunhuang Cup-NAFA
Singapore International Erhu Competition.

Mu Ruixue joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra
in 2019.



https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/10-erhu/4-li-yu-long.html
https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/12-zhonghu/1480-mu-ruixue.html
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Programme Synopsis
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Nocturnal Peace
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Crescent Moon before Dawn
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Birds Returning to the Woods

ERUFEMZERERN. ARHSAERR
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A Tune from Henan
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River of Sorrow
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Maiden of Alishan

XIREAEH - 1S dmHh
Composed by Liu Tianhua, Arranged by Yang Xue

This music was composed by the late maestro
Liu Tianhua on Chinese New Year's Eve in 1928.
That evening, Maestro Liu and a group of friends
and students were having a gathering. The joyous
mood inspired the composition. The composition
is demure, blissful yet possesses a character
of its own, depicting how one treasures the
precious moments.

PULEHER ] YR AE S
Arranged by Liu Mingyuan,
Accompaniment arranged by Shen Cheng

Crescent Moon before Dawn is a beautiful banhu solo
piece arranged by Liu Mingyuan from a Northeast
Folk Song with the same title. The lyrics mainly
describes how a lady had sleepless nights, only
to be longing for her lover. Although her heart is
burning with love, at the same time, she is holding
back her passionate feelings. This charming but
yet beautiful tune also reflects the story of Butterfly
Lovers and Diao Chan, a fictional character in Three
Kingdoms, praying for her lover under the moon
etc. Hence, this piece is usually used in a duo
performance. This repertoire will be performed
on a high-pitched banhu. A high-pitched banhu,
through its melodious yet euphemistic tone,
unveils the innermost conflicted feelings of the
lady missing her lover.

Sl SRAE M L3 &R %
Composed by Yi Jianquan, Arranged by Sim Boon Yew

This composition demands both excellent technical
skill and artistic imagination to perform. It depicts
a flock of birds in the sky at sun-set, happily
returning to their nests.

XIJ BR 5 A'E B
Composed by Liu Mingyuan

A Tune from Henan, an erhu piece composed by
erhu maestro Liu Mingyuan, was derived from
the tune of Henan Quju opera. Through the
pleasant melody, distinct local flavours and a wide
range of performing techniques, this repertoire
illustrates the pride of Henan people and how
they sing praises of their hometown. Also, this
repertoire referenced many playing techniques
from the zhuihu, enriching expression of the tune,
establishing a unique style for an erhu piece.

FILRERE - HigHHBE. WRRFS
Folk Song from Northeast China, Adapted by Huang Haihuai,
Accompaniment arranged by Zhang Xinfu

This is an ancient folk legend of an ill-fated woman
separated from her husband during the turmoil
and chaos of war. The woman searched everywhere
hopefully for her husband despite being plagued
by hunger and chill. Full of anticipation, she
combed along the riverbank with determination
but alas, she heard only the sobs of the
flowing river.

SKAIVERE 5 1E 2w HA
Composed by Zhang Che, Arranged by Gao Jia

“HEER MBI RY KRARET AR
TEfE, FIRXEATEFEIXE, MATR
ZEXTERE, NTRMNAERER-HES
HIE R,

BIRAfT

Czardas

)

EAMEMRELBER  XFERFEER QT HE
HEIREMmMEE. XEFRHEMEAREEFE
Bt RmEERNER. RHEAXAZSANES
MRE (BBRk$) SHN"EXR, FRHENSE
BEMEXNINEES, AR MRE.

L 4

Maiden of Alishan demonstrates the beauty of erhu
duet from another perspective by incorporating a
little jazz style and complex rhythmic patterns, on
top of its original simple melody.

MR B - RE(EH. FEERMm
Composed by Vittorio Monti, Arranged by Li Yulong

The TItalian Vittorio Monti scored the most
important success of his professional life with this
Hungarian-style Czdrdas, which was originally
composed for either violin or mandolin and piano.
It was soon arranged for all kinds of ensembles,
for it epitomizes for many people the essence of
the old Hungarian dance, with its juxtaposition of
fast and slow music. Few people remember Monti
today, but everyone will be familiar with his music
here, making him a true immortal.
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