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OUR VISION
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We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra with
a uniquely Singaporean character
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OUR MISSION
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To inspire Singapore and the World with our music
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OUR VALUES
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Strive for excellence in our performances
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Committed to teamwork
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Open to innovation and learning
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HYMN OF IDLENESS

: : M AN AFFINITY
: ﬁ A @ /A 7% | WITH NATURE!

XURAEAER 127 B2
Composed by Liu Tianhua,
Rearranged by Yang Qing

H &
WINDS OF AFFINITY

i Dadi: #R{Z7F Lim Sin Yeo
BiH Bangdi / fE Qudi: Z2iR 1§ Lee Jun Cheng

F IR B
Composed by Wang Chenwei

PN S
DESTINY

F—IRE «Z#> Movement |: Predestination
%R «%BE» Movement ll: Let Fate Decipher

— % Erhu: 2&%% Zhu Lin
T & Pipa: 3k Zhang Yin

X1 B A
Composed by Liu Xijin

= B, Ok
CLOUDS

W45 Guzheng: 8 Xu Hui
#%% Yangqin / K /%= Vibraphone: ik Ma Huan
BHEE Huqin: 227145 Qin Zijing

{1 L U 17 iy
Composed by Phang Kok Jun

R A8
GRASSLANDS FANTASIA

BHEMR BRREIEM
Composed by
Law Wai Lun, Tan Kah Yong

L
NOCTURNAL PEACE

XURAEAEH a2 S B
Composed by Liu Tianhua,
Rearranged by Yan Huichang

T H K & Programme Curator : 3§85 % Quek Ling Kiong

HRE2HZ)604r8h. Approximate concert duration: 60 minutes.
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SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in 1997,
is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese orchestra.
SCO, made up of more than 80 musicians, occupies the
Singapore Conference Hall, which is a national monument. With
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong as its patron, SCO takes on
the twin role of preserving traditional arts and culture and
establishing its unique identity through the incorporation of
Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster
presentations and is fast establishing itself around the world.
In 2009, SCO made history by becoming the first Chinese
orchestra to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh
Festival, and in 2010, performed in Paris as part of the Singapour
Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility,
SCO has toured various countries and cities including Beijing,
Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou, Macau, Hungary and
England. The year 2019 also saw SCO performing in Asia Culture
Centre, Gwangju, South Korea and completing the Europe
Concert Tour in Berlin (Germany), Prague (Czech Republic),
Forli (Italy) and loannina (Greece). These international platforms
provided SCO with the opportunities to showcase its talents
and music, propelling it to the forefront of the international
music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra,
SCO widens its outreach by performing regularly at various
national parks, communities and schools. SCO also commissions
its own compositions. It is with this vision that SCO continues to
inspire, influence, educate and communicate through its music.

READ MORE
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Maestro Tsung Yeh began his tenure at the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra (SCO)as Music Directorin 2002. Under his leadership,
SCO expanded its repertoire with ground-breaking works such
as Marco Polo and Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic (2002),
and Admiral of the Seven Seas (2005) and Awaking (2018).
In 2013, Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural Medallion; the
highest accolade in the arts. He is also currently serving as
advisor to the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra.

With relentless vigour, Tsung Yeh pioneered and developed
SCO’s signature Nanyang music style, infusing Southeast
Asian elements and heritage into symphonic works. Tsung
Yeh put on a grand display of Nanyang music during the
National Day Parade 2007, where he conducted an awe-
inspiring performance comprised of musicians from SCO,
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Armed Forces
Central Band, Malay, Indian and Nanyin ensembles.
The Singapore International Competition for Chinese
Orchestral Composition (SICCOC) was initiated by Tsung
Yeh, and subsequently supported by Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong, to act as a platform to educate and establish
repertoire of Nanyang and Singapore-inspired music.

Flying the Singapore flag high, Tsung Yeh has led SCO
on numerous international concert tours to great acclaim.
In March 2005, he led the orchestra on its first tour to Europe
at Barbican Centre in London, The Sage Gateshead and the
Budapest Spring Festival. History was made when Tsung
Yeh led SCO to be the first Chinese orchestra to perform
in the Edinburgh Festival. Since then, SCO’s international
performances have proliferated under Tsung Yeh’s guidance,
touring China, England, Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia, and
South Korea. In 2019, Tsung Yeh led SCO on a wildly successful
concert tour in Europe, showcasing Nanyang music to Berlin,
Prague, Forli and Dodoni to standing ovations at every leg of
the tour.

Back at his alma mater, Tsung Yeh is a guest professor at the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has taught conducting
workshops hosted by the Conductors Guild, The League of
American Orchestras and the Musik Hochschule of Zurich
and is also active in conducting masterclasses in China,
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore. In recent years, he was
appointed the Principal Guest Conductor of the China Central
Chinese Orchestra, Artistic Committee Member of the Jiangsu
Centre for the Performing Arts and Senior Researcher of the
He Luting Chinese Music Research Institute of the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music and a member of the Faculty of the
International Conducting Institue (ICl) in Czech Republic.
In 2016, he was selected as one of ten outstanding conductors
by the China Nationalities Orchestra Society. In the same
year, Tsung Yeh was also appointed as the Expert of China
Thousand Talents Programme.

READ MORE
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RESIDENT CONDUCTOR

Quek Ling Kiong was a recipient of the Singapore National
Arts Council’s Young Artist Award (2002); the Cultural
Fellowship (2013), Singapore COMPASS Meritorious Award
(2016), and Singapore ‘Lianhe Zaobao’ iconic personality
(2018). In 2019, Singapore Management University established
‘Quek Ling Kiong Arts and Cultural Scholarship’ to support

undergraduates venturing into arts management.

Under the NAC Overseas Scholarship, the Lee Foundation
and Singapore Hokkien Huay Kwan scholarships, he attained
his Degree at Shanghai Conservatory of Music, China where
he studied Chinese and Western classical percussion under
Prof. Li Min Xiong and Xue Bao Lun. He also explored various
percussion arts with masters An Zhi Shun, Li Zhen Gui and

Zhu Xiao Lin. In 1997/, he joined SCO as Percussion Principal.

He learned conducting from Cultural Medallion recipient
Dr. Tay Teow Kiat, Maestro Prof. Xia Fei Yun and attended
masterclasses of luminaries including Maestro Tsung Yeh,
Johannes Schlaefli, Marc Kissoczy, Kirk Trevor, Colin Metters,
Harold Farberman, Oleg Proskumya ,Leonid Korchmar, Jorma
Panula and Kurt Masur.

Ling Kiong’s career in professional conducting took off after
becoming SCO’s first Conducting Assistant in 2003. In 2004,
he became SCO’s Assistant Conductor cum Conductor for the
Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO). Since
then, he has led SNYCO to perform at Tainan International
Arts Festival, Hsinchu Chinese Music Festival in Taiwan, and
various cities in China.

In September 2006, with supports of the above scholarships,
he pursued Conducting Studies in Zurich, Switzerland. In
2007, he completed the International Conducting Workshop in
St. Petersburg and obtained his Diploma in Advanced Studies
from Zurcher Hochschule der Kiinste (Zurich University of
the Arts) in 2008. During residency in Europe, he conducted
European symphony orchestras including Westbohmisches
Symphonieorchester in Marienbad, Karlovy Vary Symphony
Orchestra and Berg Komorni Orchestra of Prague etc.

Upon returning to SCO, he was promoted to Associate
Conductor. Well trained in east and west musical culture
equipped him to create highly acclaimed productions
resonating across communities hence often known as
“People’s Conductor”. Ling Kiong is also a popular guest
conductor among oversea orchestras including Shanghai
Chinese Orchestra, Guangdong Chinese Orchestra, Jilin
Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Macau
Chinese Orchestra, Kaohsiung Chinese Orchestra etc.

Currently, he is also the Principal Conductor for Ding Yi
Music Company, Music Director of Singapore Management
University Chinese Orchestra, adjunct teacher at Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts, Lasalle College for Arts. His strong
beliefs in supporting the special needs community with music
lead him to become the Artistic Director and Conductor of
The Purple Symphony — Singapore’s largest inclusive orchestra
since 2015 and Hong Kong’s largest inclusive orchestra — True
Colours Symphony since 2019.

Ling Kiong was appointed as SCO’s Resident Conductor from
2013 and SNYCO’s Music Director from 2016.

READ MORE
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Zhu Lin - Erhu Il Principal
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Zhu Lin joined the SCO in 1997 and is currently the erhu Il Principal. Zhu Lin
started studying erhu at the age of five under Xu Bugao at the Nanjing School
of Performing Arts. In 1981, he entered the affiliated school of Beijing China
Conservatory of Music where he studied under renowned musicians including
Li Dazhong, Nie Jingyu and Liu Changfu. Subsequently, he entered the
China Conservatory of Music, studied with An Ruli and concurrently studied
Cantonese music with Liu Mingyuan.
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Xu Hui - Guzheng Associate Principal
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Xu Hui joined the SCO in 2002 and is currently the guzheng Associate Principal
and Percussionist. She is also a guzheng instructor at the Nanyang Academy
of Fine Arts and the Executive Committee member of the Singapore Qinzheng
Association. Xu Hui graduated from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music,
where studied guzheng under the tutelage of Associate Professor Guo Xuejun.
During the same period, she also studied percussion under Professor Yang
Ruwen. Xu Hui has also performed and staged 3 solo guzheng recital concerts
and her performances have received well acclaims.
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Lee Jun Cheng - Dizi
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Lee Jun Cheng joined the SCO in 2018 and is currently a dizi musician.
Lee Jun Cheng started playing dizi at the age of 9 and joined the Singapore
National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO) in 2011. In 201/, he participated
in the 6th International Chinese Instrumental Competition and attained the
Premium Gold Award. He has also worked with renowned musicians, conductors,
composers including David Murphy, Joel Hoffman, Fukuda Teruhisa and
Kohei Nishikawa.
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Lim Sin Yeo — Dizi
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Lim Sin Yeo joined the SCO in 1997 and is currently a dizi musician. A versatile
homegrown dizi musician, Lim Sin Yeo joined the People’s Association Chinese
Orchestra as a full-time musician in 1979. He is also the Vice-President of
the Dizi society and teacher at the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts. He has
represented Singapore to perform as a soloist overseas and his performances
were highly commended. He exhibited mastery of the dizi techniques.
His performances always come with a rich and pleasant timbre.
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Ma Huan - Yangqin
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Ma Huan joined the SCO in 2010 and is currently a yangqin musician. Born in
Tianjin, Ma Huan began learning Yangqin at 4 under the tuteledge of Professor
Wei Yanming. She was admitted to the China Conservatory of Music in 2002,
became the protégé of renowned Yangqin educator Xiang Zuhua and studied
percussion under Professor Wang Yidong. She graduated in 2009 with a Master

degree and is currently the Vice Chairperson of Singapore Yangqin Association.
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Qin Zijing - Erhu
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Qin Zijing joined the SCO in 2013 and is currently an erhu musician. Qin
Zijing has been playing the erhu since she was 4 years old. In 2007, she was
admitted to the Central Conservatory of Music, where she studied with young
erhu performer Yang Xue in her first year, before learning from acclaimed erhu
master Yan Jiemin. In 2011, she commenced her Master’s Degree studies at the
Central Conservatory of Music. Her performance was highly commended.
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Zhang Yin - Pipa
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Zhang Yin joined the SCO in 2010 and is currently a pipa musician. Zhang Yin
started learning the pipa from Fan Huali from a tender age, and continued to
be under her tutelage when she was admitted to the Hebei Arts Vocational
College in 1999 for her outstanding results. In 2005, she entered the Central
Conservatory of Music with excellent grades and studied under Fan Wei.
Her performance was highly commended.



R e Wy
HYMN OF IDLENESS

XURAEAVEH - %75 B
Composed by Liu Tianhua,

Rearranged by Yang Qing
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WINDS OF AFFINITY

The original piece was composed during the summer
vacation of 1928, utilising rich and delicate emotions to
describe the leisure and comfort of life during the summer
vacation, and the hopes for the setting up of the “National
Music Improvisation Society” in China which was faced
with extreme difficulties at that time.

F = At il
Composed by Wang Chenwei
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“Yuan” (%) is an untranslatable Chinese word roughly
meaning an affinity between people or a destined

coincidence. The Chinese title “Di Yuan” (Hi%%) means
a “yuan” of flutes. Originally composed for two Chinese
flutes and Chinese chamber ensemble as a commission
by Tan Qinglun, who premiered Winds of Affinity with
his teacher Prof. Zhan Yong Ming, the piece celebrates the
yuan between student and teacher. In this concert, Lee Jun
Cheng performs the Dizi with Mr Lim Sin Yeo, his teacher
during his time in the Singapore National Youth Chinese
Orchestra — and now colleague in the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra.

The piece beings slowly, representing a chance encounter
that gradually blossoms into friendship. The increasing
tempo leads into a fugue in Chinese style, an intellectual
discourse among the instruments. After the fugue’s stretto,
the two flutes play interlocking semiquaver patterns while
the orchestra takes over the main melody, leading to a
whirlwind-like cadenza. The slow section is recapitulated,
like a reminiscence of the past. Finally, the two flutes play
in unison and fade out together, a testament to everlasting
“yuan”.
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B—IRE «Z#E» Movement |: Predestination
B IRE «ZBkE» Movement Il: Let Fate Decipher

XI55 AR
Composed by Liu Xijin
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CLOUDS

The world is filled with true feelings and real sentiments,
pure love originates from predestined fate. This music piece
praises the life, sentiments and the lofty love of mankind.

This music piece was commissioned by the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra and premiered performance on 28
November 1999 at Victoria Concert Hall.

1% ] W A7
Composed by Phang Kok Jun
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In three musical sketches, this piece seeks to illustrate the
composer’s interpretation of the various cloud layers.

Through the counterpoint of the soloists’ ostinato patterns
against the changing meters of the ensemble, the first
section describes the uniform texture, yet undulating dance
of the low lying cumulus clouds.

This is followed by a slow and peaceful second section,
with long melodic lines and spurts of melodic fragments
between the soloists to represent the mid-level altostratus
clouds.

The final section begins with a flurry of notes by each of
the soloists, each with its own sense of tonal direction,
much like the behavior of the seemingly random patterns
of the high-level cirrus clouds. Slowly these lines converge,
bringing the piece to a close.

10
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GRASSLANDS FANTASIA

PR BREAAR

Composed by
Law Wai Lun, Tan Kah Yong
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NOCTURNAL PEACE

The piece paints a picture of vast grasslands, based on the
imagination of the arrangers. It starts off with a horse-
head fiddle (morin khuur) excerpt which is played on the
zhonghu. A slow, jazzy melody follows to illustrate the
tranquility of looking down on the boundless greenery from
the top of the mountain. It then ascends to a peak when it
enters an allegro section in the rhythm of bossa nova.

This work was commissioned by the Singapore Chinese

Orchestra as part of the Huayi — Chinese Festival of Arts
2006, premiered on 11 February 2006 at the Esplanade.

XUR A 1) 2 B
Composed by Liu Tianhua,
Rearranged by Yan Huichang
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This music was composed by the late maestro Liu Tianhua
on Chinese New Year’s Eve in 1928. That evening, Maestro
Liu and a group of friends and students were having a
gathering. The joyous mood inspired the composition. The
two-part composition is demure, blissful yet possesses
a character of its own, depicting how one treasure the
precious moments.
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We wish to thank the media and all who have contributed to the Singapore Chinese Orchestra in one way or another.
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