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(FX) Hih F_FE (BIFM) B =1
Spring Suite Mvt II: Sturdy Steeds Gallop Composed by Gu Guanren

HIRFBA B ER{E R
Grasshopper Teasing the Rooster Composed by Chen Zhongshen

BT Dizi: /{58 Lim Sin Yeo. Z=R1 Lee Jun Cheng

=5 HG IR PRRE. FREMR
Horse Racing Composed by Huang Haihuai, Rearranged by Chen Yaoxing, Chen Jun

Z#A Erhu: #{532 Ling Hock Siang. #AfFER Hu Chung-Chin

BHEHEHR REIRH . EREREH
Hundreds of Birds Adoring a Phoenix Traditional folk tune, Arranged by Wang Fujian

WilA Suona: =7 Meng Jie

ZRET 22 A I AE B
Tiger Bracing for Attack Composed by An Zhishun

FTER Percussion: FRER3E Boo Chong Wei Benjamin. fAEKEX Ngoh Kheng Seng. {E[@FH Wu Xiangyang.
{7 BHE Moses Gay. R Lee Jun Cheng

LEHB B35 % e i
The Alluring Span of the Peacock Composed by Yan Haideng

Z Sheng: 8! Guo Changsuo

L2 RIVES TEEH. AEENH
Camel Bells Along the Silk Road Composed by Ning Yong, Rearranged by Zhou Yuguo

BT Zhongruan: 82& %% Ngeow Si Ming, Jonathan

YL X £ 1 i

Animal Suite Composed by Liu Xing

B E/ & F The Little Arrogant Monkey
ELERIREIH The Daydreaming Panda
NESRAVEEEE The Singing Parrot
SFIEMNSE The Dancing Pug

TIB % Programme Curator: {72 B Moses Gay
BREE19%500 %, Approximate concert duration: 50 minutes.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in
1997, is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese
orchestra. SCO, made up of more than 8o musicians,
occupies the Singapore Conference Hall, which is a
national monument. With Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong as its patron, SCO takes on the twin role of
preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing
its unique identity through the incorporation of
Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its
blockbuster presentations and is fast establishing itself
around the world. In 2009, SCO made history by
becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the
opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010,
performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and
versatility, SCO has toured various countries and cities
including Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou,
Macau, Hungary and England. The year 2019 also saw
SCO performing in Asia Culture Centre, Gwangju,
South Korea and completing the Europe Concert Tour
in Berlin (Germany), Prague (Czech Republic), Forli
(Italy) and Ioannina (Greece). These international
platforms provided SCO with the opportunities to
showcase its talents and music, propelling it to the
forefront of the international music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra,
SCO widens its outreach by performing regularly at
various national parks, communities and schools. SCO
also commissions its own compositions. It is with this
vision that SCO continues to inspire, influence, educate
and communicate through its music.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/about-the-orchestra.html
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director
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Maestro Tsung Yeh began his tenure at the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in 2002.
Under his leadership, SCO expanded its repertoire
with ground-breaking works such as Marco Polo and
Princess Blue— A Symphonic Epic (2002), and Admiral
of the Seven Seas (2005) and Awaking (2018). In 2013,
Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural Medallion; the
highest accolade in the arts. He is also currently
serving as advisor to the Singapore National Youth
Chinese Orchestra.

With relentless vigour, Tsung Yeh pioneered and
developed SCO’s signature Nanyang music style,
infusing Southeast Asian elements and heritage into
symphonic works. Tsung Yeh put on a grand display
of Nanyang music during the National Day Parade
2007, where he conducted an awe-inspiring
performance comprised of musicians from SCO,
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Armed
Forces Central Band, Malay, Indian and Nanyin
ensembles. The Singapore International Competition
for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC) was
initiated by Tsung Yeh, and subsequently supported
by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, to act as a
platform to educate and establish repertoire of
Nanyang and Singapore-inspired music.

Flying the Singapore flag high, Tsung Yeh has led
SCO on numerous international concert tours to great
acclaim. In March 2005, he led the orchestra on its
first tour to Europe at Barbican Centre in London,
The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival.
History was made when Tsung Yeh led SCO to be the
first Chinese orchestra to perform in the Edinburgh
Festival. Since then, SCO’s international performances
have proliferated under Tsung Yeh’s guidance, touring
China, England, Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia, and
South Korea. In 2019, Tsung Yeh led SCO on a wildly
successful concert tour in Europe, showcasing
Nanyang music to Berlin, Prague, Forli and Dodoni
to standing ovations at every leg of the tour.

Back at his alma mater, Tsung Yeh is a guest professor
at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has taught
conducting workshops hosted by the Conductors
Guild, The League of American Orchestras and the
Musik Hochschule of Zurich and is also active in
conducting masterclasses in China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Singapore. In recent years, he was
appointed the Principal Guest Conductor of the China
Central Chinese Orchestra, Artistic Committee
Member of the Jiangsu Centre for the Performing
Arts and Senior Researcher of the He Luting Chinese
Music Research Institute of the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music and a member of the Faculty of the
International Conducting Institue (ICI) in Czech
Republic. In 2016, he was selected as one of ten
outstanding conductors by the China Nationalities
Orchestra Society. In the same year, Tsung Yeh was
also appointed as the Expert of China Thousand
Talents Programme.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/musical-leadership/music-director.html
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Moses Gay — Assistant Conductor
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Hailed by The Straits Times as an “excellent young
conductor”, Moses Gay’s first foray into conducting
began at the age of 16, where he earned great praise
from renowned Chinese conductor Ku Lap-man while
conducting Phoon Yew Tien’s The Forge Ahead. Since
then, he has developed into an outstanding musician,
graduating with First Class Honours from the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts and obtaining a Master’s Degree
in Orchestral Conducting at the China Conservatory
of Music, both on full scholarship. Moses Gay is
currently appointed as SCO’s Assistant Conductor,
SNYCO’s Associate Conductor and Music
Director of the National University of Singapore
Chinese Orchestra.

During the course of his study, Gay was privileged to
receive tutelage from eminent conductors such as
Roberto Paternostro, Martin Sieghart, Vance George,
Mark Gibson, Leon Gregorian, Wolfgang Doerner
and Marc Trautmann in various masterclasses and
as their assistant, received positive reviews from all.
He was mentored by Alexander Polischuk at the Saint
Petersburg State Conservatory in Russia and
throughout his postgraduate course, received tutelage
from Professor Youqing Yang and Maestro Tsung
Yeh. While studying at the Conservatory in 2011, he
was appointed as SCO’s Conducting Assistant. He
has also held the position of Assistant Conductor at
the China Youth Philharmonic Orchestra.

Gay’s conducting experience extends beyond Chinese
orchestral music. In 2015, he was invited to collaborate
with the Orchestre Régional de Cannes in France,
and in 2017 alone, he conducted the Moravian
Philharmonic Orchestra and the South Czech
Philharmonic in Czech Republic, and the Berlin
Sinfonietta in Germany.

As an erhu performer, Gay was invited to Rennes,
France to perform the Red Plum Capriccio Concerto
with the Orchestre Symphonique de Bretagne and to
helm a workshop in erhu performance at the Institut
Confucius de Bretagne. He has also been honoured
to study with the late erhu doyenne Min Huifen and
erhu master Zhang Shao. Gay is also currently
Executive Member of the Singapore Huqin Association.
He owes his musical journey to Zhang Yuming, to
whom he expresses his heartfelt gratitude.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/musical-leadership/assistant-conductor.html
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Guo Changsuo — Sheng Principal

2P, 1963 FETFIT, BUWEFSTFR. ER
HHIETJ ﬁﬂ{k%m.ﬁ%\%ﬁmiélgbxﬂj 1@]!&
o 19865F, REUAHRRIEFRBEESZR. F1997
FHEXLHBLZ R EZPUS T BFIRITHE
BH. BETE, MAFHMKERABEEESZZR,
MAREAELLEF

Beijing-born Guo Changsuo has a love for music since
young. He scored the highest mark in the woodwind
and percussion category in the arts examination
conducted by the China Cultural Department in
1997. He then joined the SCO as a sheng performer
in late 1997 and is currently the sheng Principal.
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Ling Hock Siang — Erhu I Associate Principal
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Ling Hock Siang is a recipient of the 2004 Young
Artist Award and Singapore Youth Award (Culture
and Arts Team Category, The Huqin Quartet). He
is also erhu I Associate Principal of the SCO, erhu
instructor with the Singapore National Youth Chinese
Orchestra (SNYCO) and Vice Secretary General of the
Singapore Chinese Music Federation.



https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/28-gaoyin-sheng/115-guo-chang-suo.html
https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/10-erhu/55-ling-hock-siang.html
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Boo Chong Wei, Benjamin — Percussion
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Benjamin Boo joined the SCO in 2018 as a
percussion musician. He was the first batch of
Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra
(SNYCO) musicians in 2003. He graduated from
the Royal College of Music (London) (RCM) with a
Master of Performance (Distinction) in 2016, under
the support of the Neville Wathen Award and the
tutelage of renowned percussionists including David
Hockings, She-e Wu, Matt Perry, and Ralph Salmins.
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Hu Chung-Chin - Erhu
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Hu Chung-Chin joined SCO as an erhu musician
in 2017. From 2004-2008, he participated in the
Taiwan National Music Competition with the erhu
professional group and won the first prize. In 2009,
he was accepted into the Department of Chinese
Music at the Central Conservatory of Music Middle
School and in 2012, he began his undergraduate
degree at the Central Conservatory of Music as an
erhu professional.



https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/36-percussion/1352-benjamin-boo.html
https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/9-gaohu/61-hu-chungchin.html
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Lee Jun Cheng — Dizi
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Lee Jun Cheng started playing dizi at the age of 9.
He joined the Singapore National Youth Chinese
Orchestra (SNYCO) in 2011. In 2018, he joined the
Singapore Chinese Orchestra, and is currently a
Dizi Musician. In 2017, he participated in the 6th
International Chinese Instrumental Competition
and attained the highest Award given, the Premium
Gold Award. He has also worked with renowned
musicians, conductors, composers such as David
Murphy, Joel Hoffman, Fukuda Teruhisa and
Kohei Nishikawa.
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Lim Sin Yeo — Dizi
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A versatile homegrown dizi musician, Lim Sin Yeo
joined the People’s Association Chinese Orchestra as
a full-time musician in 1979 and is currently the dizi
musician with the SCO. He is also the vice president
of the Dizi Society. He has represented Singapore to
perform as a soloist overseas and his performances
were highly commended.He exhibited mastery of the
dizi techniques. His performances always come with
a rich and pleasant timbre.



https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/23-qudi/1388-lee-jun-cheng.html
https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/24-bangdi/111-lim-sin-yeo.html
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Meng Jie — Suona
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Born in Tangshan, Hebei, Meng Jie started learning
suona atthe age of 14. Heis currently a suona musician
with the SCO, an Honorary Member of the China
Nationalities Orchestra Society Suona Committee
and suona instructor and conductor to many schools
in Singapore. He has performed with the SCO in
numerous countries in Asia and Europe.
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Ngeow Si Ming, Jonathan — Zhongruan
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Jonathan Ngeow is one of the most sought after Ruan
musicians of his generation. He was the first batch
of Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra
(SNYCO) musicians in 2003. A multi-award winner,
Jonathan clinched the first prize (Zhongruan Open
Category)atthe Singapore Chinese Music Competition
2010. He was also awarded the silver prize at the
inaugural Zhongruan competition organised by the
China Nationalities Orchestra Society the same year
in Beijing.



https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/20-daruan/1478-ngeow-si-ming-jonathan.html 
https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/32-zhongyin-souna/123-meng-jie.html
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Ngoh Kheng Seng — Percussion
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Ngoh Kheng Seng currently serves as a percussionist/
timpanist with the SCO which he joined in 1997. He
had the honour to be one of the first percussionists
to join and perform with the Asian Youth Orchestra
under Maestro Yehudi Menuhin in 1989 and
1990 respectively.
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Wu Xiangyang — Percussion
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Wu Xiangyang, formally a percussionist from
Shanghai, he joined the SCO as a percussionist in
1997. In 1992 and 1993, he won the second prize
at the International Jiangnan Chinese Orchestra
Music Competition and the first prize at the Taiwan
Southeast Asia University Students’ Composition
and Performance categories respectively.



https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/36-percussion/129-ngoh-kheng-seng.html
https://www.sco.com.sg/en/musicians/36-percussion/132-wu-xiang-yang.html
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Spring Suite Mvt II: Sturdy Steeds Gallop
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Composed by Gu Guanren

This music piece adopted source materials from
various folk songs to depict the vitality of spring.

Only the second movement will be performed
tonight - Sturdy Steeds Gallop.

Spring is the best season for horse racing. The
herdsmen are seen riding on their horses gallop across
the grasslands.

Gu Guanren is a National Class One composer in
China. He was the leader and artistic director of
the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, vice-president and
honorary president of the China Chinese Orchestral
Society and deputy director of the Chinese Music
Committee. His major works include pipa concerto
Hua Mu Lan, Spring Suite for orchestra, The General’s
Command, Return of Spring, concerto for orchestra
Eight Tones in Harmony, guzheng and quid concerto
Peony Pavilion, Jingling Camel Bells, Spring Song for
silk and bamboo ensemble and musical poem The
way of the Pipa.
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Grasshopper Teasing the Rooster
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Horse Racing
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Hundreds of Birds Adoring a Phoenix

Composed by Chen Zhongshen

Grasshopper Teasing the Rooster is a popular folk
song in Taiwan. The composer added in the lively
countryside flavour and combined with different
performing techniques for this song. The duet dizi
acted as an analogy between the determined rooster
and the nimble grasshopper, in a scene teasing
each other. This delightful duet dizi concerto was
commissioned by the Taiwan Cultural Association
(the predecessor of the Ministry of Culture) in 1988
and was recorded in compact disc by the Shanghai
Chinese Orchestra in 1989.

Chen Zhongshen is a composer, dizi and xiao player,
conductor, and music educator from the Linnei
Township in Yunlin County, Taiwan. He taught
himself to play the dizi at the age of ten and went
on to graduate from the Taiwan Provincial Junior
Teachers College (now known as National Taichung
University of Education) and the Music Department
of Soochow University. Chen Zhongshen studied the
western flute under the tutelage of Chen Tscheng-
Hsiung, learnt about music composition theory
from Lai Deh-Ho, Ma Shui-long, and Lu Yen, and
studied to be a conductor under Hsu Sung-Jen and
Huang Xiaotong.

i IMER. FRIEE. RE R

Composed by Huang Haihuai, Rearranged by Chen Yaoxing, Chen Jun

Horse Racingis an erhu solo piece composed by Huang
Haihuai that depicts the people of Inner Mongolia
participating in horse racing on a festive day. Featuring
the erhu, a simple Chinese musical instrument, the
piece demands of the player to utilize a variety of
techniques to create the spectacle of horse racing,
which brings to mind the image of innumerable
horses galloping and hear the sound of hoofs hitting
the earth. The music transports listeners to the Inner
Mongolia grassland, where thousands of horses are
racing at full speed. The audience's hearts dance in
sync with the energetic rthythm, longing for the the
vast and mysterious fields of Inner Mongolia. Horse
Racing has a distinctive and unique musical style that
makes it a timeless erhu classic.

BR8] SR il B 2 4%
Traditional folk tune, Arranged by Wang Fujian
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REENDNETE, REAMXEFEFNEIEFE
K, URMS[EATHEARRARENBEXZIB.
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Tiger Bracing for Attack

A traditional and representative suona piece, this tone
is a well-known Shandong folk song. Its beautiful
melody full of rustic charm and complex performing
techniques used in portraying sound of birds make
this piece an everlasting classic.

A5 I
Composed by An Zhishun

FHE FREAFILREFH. SRK. FIARE-
RSB ZTMEZ L, EIMZIETZRETH
PAFZR SR A FF L T LU B B A 2%

ZRIRE— 3 TEHRZARKIT , ACHEFTMBTES
HEF#HEY « «ZBREZ MEZEAMIPES
. SRITEFKID. EHK. BEX. BX—L
BER. PERKEZFRESIERETLRZRSR
E2K. PEERRMEREITHRESHIE. Bk

This is a popular drum music composition from Xi’an,
Shannxi Province. It employs wide-ranging tactics of
drum playing to describe the suspense as the tiger
braced itself to attack its prey and its powerful leap
down the mountain.

A master of percussion art, An Zhishun is well-
known internationally for being the creator and lead
performer of Quarrelling Ducks and Tiger Bracing

AREEZFFSITEREVEZERSELFFESK. for Attack. He is affectionately known as the King

PR ERIE AR AR REREmE . &EFLER
FHRAZAEE . BRARSIITERZAEL S
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The Alluring Span of the Peacock

of Drums in China, a contemporary maestro of the
drums, a composer, a performer, and a first-class
performer in China. An Zhishun is the Honorary
Chairman of the Percussion Specialisation of the
China Nationalities Orchestra Society, Consultant
to the Percussion Section of the Chinese Musicians'
Association, Lifetime Honorary Chairman of
the Percussion Specialisation of the Shaanxi
Nationalities Orchestra Society, Consultant to the
Chinese Orchestra of the Shaanxi Grand Opera
House, Artistic Director of the Hong Kong Chinese
Drums Ensemble, and the Director of the Shaanxi
An Zhishun Percussion Troupe.

43 5 {EHh
Composed by Yan Haideng

GLEFR> 2EEEEHET1957FEM—aEMEH.
lLER—MRESTHNHY, FHBEINLENE
s, DU THAARMNEREFR. EHALEA
ELLRBIFRAARM, BETREAR:

F—RETEZHHBEIR, BIdTE. BERRE
RIRHINEE . FRMBESREHNLEES, FEF
ERBH, £533. TERERFLBITERM,
it s HALESFRBIH . B CHIES
E_BREMEMEmAIER, £H "BE KITEER,
k%, FFEIAN, HaflellEHERZERFA
FRREMER

FEZRE AV RHMEKAMRR, EXFRME. B
BEMREAWIEIRE, EiFE, ERER, MK
tHFLE XK R it B BR IE XK A 3A H

FNEREREER, 7= RERN. A%k
MR ERIENEDAER LTI NAR AR,
EEREEERNSEH.

ERRBIATE_RIEKIER, RHFREE.
R aHgHss, meflEmimRXiatx.

ESERPFEEFRR, ENE, BRSLHEMH, 7H
HEEE. Fel—RAESEHE <ENEZH -
B/MNSMERET, FIRE, EENRALEA
R, RMBEEERVNEFREGFHEAREZARZEAR
Bkt (SREMHRERE) - BEXRERPEZA
Bl RiEHFEL . RAR R FAZTEAGE . T E T
R FFIE. BARRERZEDEED-

L2 BRIPTY

Camel Bells Along the Silk Road

The Alluring Span of the Peacock is a sheng solo
piece composed by Yan Haideng in 1957. The peacock
is an auspicious animal, and this piece pays tribute
to the joyous life of the working class through a
depiction of the beauty of the peacock. This piece is
based on the tunes of folk songs from Jinbei, Shanxi,
and consists of five parts:

Part One is composed of ad libitum segments in which
rhythms flow freely. Through contrasts between quick
and slow rhythms and speeds, as well as between
traditional chords and single notes, the composition
is upbeat and lively. Especially worth highlighting is
the feature that long notes are embellished by dayin
(a tapping technique), the nimble quality of the notes
painting a vivid picture of a peacock spreading its
wings and preparing to take flight.

Part Two adopts a mesmerising song-like largo, in
which we hear the sheng being played using the
hushe technique (a trilling technique) to create a
beautiful, relaxed, and lyrical mood. A breathtaking
scene of a peacock spreading its vibrant feathers
while basking in twilight colors unfolds before the
listeners' eyes.

The tempo in Part Three changes to a spirited
allegretto. Here, the sheng plays chords, single notes,
and shuangtu (double tongue) notes successively to
paint an energetic and intriguing picture of a peacock
hopping and playing in joy.

Part Four goes even faster, as the musician employs
techniques such as the animated santu (triple
tongue) to play short and repeated segments that are
highlighted by embellishing notes, as well as sections
that echo each other. These elements combine to
bring the musical piece to an emotive climax.

Part Five recreates the flowing melody of Part Two to
painta poeticand charming scene. As the last segment
trails off, it is as if the peacock is flying towards the
horizon, disappearing into the distance.

Yan Haideng is a Chinese musician well-versed in
the sheng. Besides having composed numerous
sheng pieces, Yan Haideng has also written a
sheng guidebook titled "How to Play the Sheng" in
collaboration with Gao Jinxiang and Xiao Yunxiang.
Yan Haideng started his musical training from the
time he was a child, as a member of a drums troupe.
He excelled in the sheng and was recommended by
the dizi musician Liu Guanyue to enroll in the Tianjin
People's Art Theater (known as the Tianjin Opera and
Dance House today). He has performed outside of
China many times on trips with Chinese performance
groups, Tianjin Opera and Dance Troupe, and the
Consolation Troupe of Literature and Art to North
Korea in places such as North Korea, Afghanistan,
Egypt, Syria, Japan, and Western European countries.

TEEM. FEEN S
Composed by Ning Yong, Rearranged by Zhou Yuguo

FHFETZENMBHMXRRTE. che TL2AHK
LSRG EBA « iGIERIBARE . FBAAMTE LS,
EEPBHIZMIATES R . REERERITENA
MgEp/NER, BENRISERE, HTRIERYT
HEZ 585, EfREGHESLE LS.

EEYEEL

Animal Suite

Based on Xinjiang folk songs, this music piece
depicts a camel caravan along the ancient Silk Road.
It celebrates the natural scenery, rejoices over the
caravan’s free spirits, and exults to the jingles of the
camel bells. During a rest, the caravan members
break into a cheerful dance to lift their spirits and
rejuvenate themselves for the journey ahead.

X £ {EHA
Composed by Liu Xing

FLEER. (FHRXNEXEAPEILEDFiER
FORFREIREME, UZMEMATEZENESHR
H—#RAEm, SEMATRRE. Ml

YEFR LEERERPMARESMENEEFE
BRHEARMZAREE. MAERIARR. NewAge
BRAE, EHPEHE: <At . «EZRFk&
KMME» 1 «HhihEm-amETZY Fo

Zhongruan musician and composer Liu Xing created
this piece for the Chinese Children and Youth Activity
Center Orchestra. This Chinese musical work spotlights
various animals and is itself a vivid and lively piece
depicting the images of its animal subjects.

Liu Xing is China’s renowned composer and
zhongruan musician. He is the Research Supervisor
who guides the Shanghai Conservatory of Music’s Ruan
Graduate Studies and the Art Director of the music
production company, Ban Du. His works are focuses
more on folk music and New Age music, including
Animal Suite, No.2 Folk Symphony and Zhongruan
Concerto — Memoirs of Yunnan.
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