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We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra

Prime Minister Mr Lee Hsien Loong

Mr Ng Siew Quan

Mr Chew Keng Juea
Mr Robin Hu Yee Cheng
Mr Patrick Lee Kwok Kie

Mr Wu Hsioh Kwang

A/P Chan Tze Law

Mr Chen Hwai Liang

Ms Michelle Cheo

A/P Eugene Dairianathan
Mdm Heng Boey Hong
Mr Ho Tong Yen

Ms Susan Leong

Mr Jeya Poh Wan Suppiah
Mr Anthony Tan

Mr Paul Tan

with a uniquely Singaporean character

To inspire Singapore and the World with our music

Strive for excellence in our performances

Committed to teamwork

Open to innovation and learning
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/=#&f Gaohu: ZE/M Li Baoshun. XI& K Liu Zhiyue
Z#A Erhu: §IEE Hsieh I-Chieh, 3K#Z Zhang Bin

A Zhonghu: R AJFE Wu Kefei. S=FJR Goh Cher Yen
KIEZE Cello: =15 Huang Ting-Yu

{E=12Z Double Bass: FHEEE Wang Luyao

$5#% Conductor: ZEF2 Tsung Yeh

EE & Pipa: A3 Yu Jia
B % Guzheng: 1% Xu Hui

—#h Erhu: 3K# Zhang Bin

B F Dizi: §7& Zeng Zhi

B % Guzheng: F# Xu Hui

T Zhongruan: K& Zhang Ronghui
e Pipa: B1% Yu Jia

4% Conductor: ZEHR Tsung Yeh

—# Erhu: &X84E Zhao Jianhua
Bt Zhongruan: SKEHME Zhang Ronghui
% Yangqin: £E% Qu Jianging
B Guzheng: 1F# Xu Hui
=& Gaoyin Sheng: £Z515 Ong Yi Horng
B & Zhongyin Sheng: {755 Cheng Ho Kwan Kevin
FTE R Percussion: 5KEIA Teo Teng Tat
181E Conductor: ZEHE Tsung Yeh

1= Liugin: 5KEA Zhang Li

% Yangqin: EEF Qu Jianqing

EE& Pipa: filZs Yu Jia

Bt Zhongruan: SK&EE Zhang Ronghui

KBt Daruan: S5l Jing Po

=3% Sanxian: 175 Huang Guifang

KRZE Cello: ==1EF Huang Ting-Yu

{EE1E% Double Bass: TIEIE Wang Luyao

FTER Percussion: BR’KR Tan Loke Chuah. FRERIE Boo Chong Wei Benjamin, 3KBEiA Teo Teng Tat
15#% Conductor: ZEHR Tsung Yeh

R Jinghu: =X Li Baoshun

FTE R Percussion : BRE23H Boo Chong Wei Benjamin
R_#A Jing Erhu: XIE 'K Liu Zhiyue

B% Yueqin: 5K Zhang Li

Z#A Erhu: EE Hsieh I-Chieh, 3Kk#. Zhang Bin
&l Zhonghu: RAJFE Wu Kefei. =R Goh Cher Yen
KIEZE Cello: =5=1E Huang Ting-Yu

{EE=12Z Double Bass: FHEEE Wang Luyao

= =% Gaoyin Sheng: £Z58 Ong Yi Horng

B F Dizi: /& Zeng Zhi

$5#% Conductor: ZEF2 Tsung Yeh

TIE %X Programme Curator : 82 Tsung Yeh
BRE217500 %, Approximate concert duration: 50 minutes.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in
1997, is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese
orchestra. SCO, made up of more than 8o musicians,
occupies the Singapore Conference Hall, which is a
national monument. With Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong as its patron, SCO takes on the twin role of
preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing
its unique identity through the incorporation of
Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its
blockbuster presentations and is fast establishing itself
around the world. In 2009, SCO made history by
becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in
the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in
2010, performed in Paris as part of the Singapour
Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and
versatility, SCO has toured various countries and cities
including Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou,
Macau, Hungary and England. The year 2019 also saw
SCO performing in Asia Culture Centre, Gwangju,
South Korea and completing the Europe Concert Tour
in Berlin (Germany), Prague (Czech Republic), Forli
(Italy) and loannina (Greece). These international
platforms provided SCO with the opportunities to
showcase its talents and music, propelling it to the
forefront of the international music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s
orchestra, SCO widens its outreach by performing
regularly at various national parks, communities and
schools. SCO also commissions its own compositions.
It is with this vision that SCO continues to inspire,
influence, educate and communicate through its music.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/about-the-orchestra.html
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director

'\’

WSE

. ™

EREF2002F 1 AN EHEFMFERANT RS
K. ENHET, FMEERARERREES
ME. AERIIMAXEFTRSEHE: XWLIEEF
KOEEEESNEENEY (2002F) « «GBLE
— A—#BF1» (20054F) , URE «EE» (2018
F) o XERINPFERNEBE ZIFE, BBER
TAREOTESHER . EFEF2013F108, %=
EXILAEEREN “Smgxcib” o it
MEFINEER B FEFAMBE -

EREEIMEHMRENZARRLE, BOTER
EFREBC, RiCHH, EE/EFEE, FmE
e REIR MRS . 20074, ERBEHRINEEK
HMILMBERESY, AP EERBIRET BE
TEHE RigIT. EERSM. 27.000 2 FN
XA EERARELINIZEZENILNE AR, FEHE
RINEE T — P EIMINEERA . Fnyg 3R &
ORMENESRM - BE/NA, URSIEE FTHERAEE
&RHE. BEMHMINREFRERIERKE (SICCOC)
HERLE, HIOALFGEERmEMRERSHM
W ERNERER, FRESERERAXLLERER
ESETIAIR

RS OMINEERAEL M R, AtRE%,
BB 20053, MEXFEIRBEIZEEE
EXREBE, URHEMPEFZAT . £HHSS
T, RERPEKE, BEEFEFEHENER
HEIEE. FER). BRALE, UREREHE. 2019
F, N ERE ERCGNSES LA T # N AY AR
e, FEEEMAAK. Ermatk. EXFERN, UK
mIRAMEY, REEIHMAMEIHNE, WiKY
th 8 2R B BRI B M o

EREEEYASATRERE. tEREKR, HEF
LEERERFERIT. thEEEE “BERKRE"
S5t mREERE S E TEGEEHIT. M
WRBSE5ERE. FEF. SEMHMEEDEIK
JhtE. TFEE, REZPEPRRIEREAEFEZEE
i IR KRR ZRZERSZAMEEERER
R THEERSSFMAERFAREZLR, URERL
FEEFREEFRZ R 20165F, ERFKHETDE
RIEEZRFESMEN “NURKEZRIEE K
S URBHEEHE “FAHN Adz—

Maestro Tsung Yeh began his tenure at the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in 2002.
Under his leadership, SCO expanded its repertoire
with ground-breaking works such as Marco Polo and
Princess Blue— A Symphonic Epic (2002), and Admiral
of the Seven Seas (2005) and Awaking (2018). In 2013,
Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural Medallion; the
highest accolade in the arts. He is also currently
serving as advisor to the Singapore National Youth
Chinese Orchestra.

With relentless vigour, Tsung Yeh pioneered and
developed SCO’s signature Nanyang music style,
infusing Southeast Asian elements and heritage into
symphonic works. Tsung Yeh put on a grand display
of Nanyang music during the National Day Parade
2007, where he conducted an awe-inspiring
performance comprised of musicians from SCO,
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Armed
Forces Central Band, Malay, Indian and Nanyin
ensembles. The Singapore International Competition
for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC) was
initiated by Tsung Yeh, and subsequently supported
by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, to act as a
platform to educate and establish repertoire of
Nanyang and Singapore-inspired music.

Flying the Singapore flag high, Tsung Yeh has led
SCO on numerous international concert tours to great
acclaim. In March 2005, he led the orchestra on its
first tour to Europe at Barbican Centre in London,
The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival.
History was made when Tsung Yeh led SCO to be the
first Chinese orchestra to perform in the Edinburgh
Festival. Since then, SCO’s international performances
have proliferated under Tsung Yeh’s guidance, touring
China, England, Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia, and
South Korea. In 2019, Tsung Yeh led SCO on a wildly
successful concert tour in Europe, showcasing
Nanyang music to Berlin, Prague, Forli and Dodoni
to standing ovations at every leg of the tour.

Back at his alma mater, Tsung Yeh is a guest professor
at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has taught
conducting workshops hosted by the Conductors
Guild, The League of American Orchestras and the
Musik Hochschule of Zurich and is also active in
conducting masterclasses in China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Singapore. In recent years, he was
appointed the Principal Guest Conductor of the China
Central Chinese Orchestra, Artistic Committee
Member of the Jiangsu Centre for the Performing
Arts and Senior Researcher of the He Luting Chinese
Music Research Institute of the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music and a member of the Faculty of the
International Conducting Institue (ICI) in Czech
Republic. In 2016, he was selected as one of ten
outstanding conductors by the China Nationalities
Orchestra Society. In the same year, Tsung Yeh was
also appointed as the Expert of China Thousand
Talents Programme.


https://www.sco.com.sg/en/orchestra/musical-leadership/music-director.html

Z=En - =R
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Li Baoshun started learning violin from his brother
at the age of seven and learning erhu since eight-
year old. In 1983, he gained entry into the China
Conservatory of Music and studied under renowned
string master Liu Mingyuan and was trained by Zhao
Yanchen, Jiang Fengzhi, Lan Yusong, Wang Guotong,
Zhang Shao, An Ruli and Ji Guizhen respectively. In
1978, he entered the Fuzhou Military Airbase Cultural
Troupe. After his graduation in 1987, he joined the
China Central Chinese Orchestra and was its erhu
sectional principal in 1988. In 1995, he was the
Acting Concertmaster of the China Central Chinese
Orchestra. In the same year, he was appointed the
Concertmaster of the Asia Orchestra comprising of
musicians from China, Japan and Korea.

Li Baoshun has shown his talent in music since
young and has won many prizes in the National
Erhu Competition in China. He has also performed
in numerous big-scale performances in China. He
was a delegate with the China Cultural Department
and Central Chinese Orchestra to perform in many
countries. He has frequently performed as a soloist
with many orchestras, conductors and composers
from China and overseas. Li Baoshun joined the SCO
in late 1997 and is currently the Concertmaster.
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Zhao Jianhua is the erhu I Principal of the SCO and
a member of the Chinese Musicians’ Association.
Born in Shanghai, he learned erhu performance
under his uncle, educator Li Liang, at a young age.
Li Liang’s rigorous training laid the groundwork for
Zhao Jianhua’s musical career. In 1975, Zhao Jianhua
represented Shanghai City Changning District
Youth Cultural Centre in the China Youth Cultural
Performance (Chinese and Western Instruments)
Instrumental Solo Competition and won the highest
award. The following year, Zhao Jianhua performed
the erhu solo in the youth category of “Shanghai
Spring International Music Festival” and garnered
critical acclaim.

In 1978, Zhao Jianhua was selected for the prestigious
College of the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, where
he was under the tutelage of renowned erhu master
Min Huifen. He won awards at numerous high-
profile competitions such as the 1982 National
Chinese Instrumental Music Competition in Wuhan,
and the Shanghai City Young Musician Association
Competition in 1985.

Zhao Jianhua’s biography is also recorded in the
Record of Outstanding Chinese Youths and the
Record of Chinese Musicians.



H B 48

Programme Notes
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Ti Or Or expresses the farmer’s rich imagination, as
well as optimistic and happy personality. Originally a
common nursery rhyme which many shared, it soon
became a well-loved tune and eventually became a
popular Taiwanese folk song. Taiwan is an island
country, surrounded by the sea. Rainy weathers are
frequent in Taiwan and such scenes are particularly
poetic, thus favoured for writing. Ti Or Or is one
such example of these melodies which describe the
rain. It is also one of the long-lasting and most well-
known piece.

«EHFIILE AR 18 «YHFEY , LB EE1875
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Moonlit Night on a Spring River, also known as Xiao
and Drum at Sunset, had its hand-copied manuscript
available even before 198s. This is a lyrical piece
with a flowing melody. Qiu Dacheng rearranged this
piece into a pipa and guzheng duet, by editing and
merging some sections together which made the two
instruments complementary to each other and adds
a sense of being poetic and picturesque. The music
vividly describes the view of the setting sun on the
bell tower by the riverbank and returning boats from
their sailing trip, expressing the composer's love and
passion for the scenic nature.
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This piece was originally composed for an ensemble
“Impressions of Classical Chinese Music” presented
by the China Broadcasting Chinese Orchestra. The
composet, Ai Liqun, felt inspired after a reading of an
ancient poem, as seen below, by the poet Tao Yuanming:

Within the world of men I make my home,
Yet din of house and carriage there is none;
You ask me how this quiet is achieved—

With thoughts remote the place appears alone.

While picking asters 'neath the Eastern fence

My gaze upon the Southern mountain rests;

The mountain views are good by day or night,
The birds come flying homeward to their nests.

A truth in this reflection lies concealed,

But I forget how it may be revealed.

(Translated by Yang Hsien-Yih and Gladys Yang)

This piece was awarded the 4th “Xin Yi Cup” Award for
best composition presented by the China Nationalities
Orchestra Society.

Ai Liqun is a National Class One composer from China.
Graduating from the Central Conservatory of Music
in 1983, he is also a council member of the Chinese
Musicians' Association. His composition works ranges
from instrumental to vocal and film music.
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Reminiscence of Qin E - by Li Bai

This is a classic that has always glowed among Chinese
poetry. Although this work by Li Bai is a forty-six word
short verse, there are neither astounding emotions nor
any magnificent ambitions embedded in it. Instead,
through brief sketches and hymns, the impact of this
work is boundless. The subject matter of this verse
ranges from regrets and compunctions for self, to
anxieties and apprehensions for country. Due to its
sorrowful keynote, it has been considered “a verse
without any airs of high-Tang, but has the tone of late-
Tang poetry”, and therefore could not be the work of
Li Bai, who is a poet of high-Tang. Even so, there is
also no reason why Li Bai who lived in the heydays of
Tang dynasty could not be living in a sea of regrets and
anxieties. Though the realm of the verse is filled with
desolation, itis has depth and breadth, giving it a breath
of profoundity.

KER AKX, REMNZEHR,
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In the dark night, the Bai people dance round the
campfire. However, in the joyous atmosphere, they
were still unable to wipe off their sadness. This music
piece adopted source materials from the folk song of
Yunnan’s Bai Tribe. It was composed using minor key
and chromatic scale.

Law Wai Lun was born in Shanghai, China, and
graduated from the Central Conservatory of Music. He
was accepted into the Affiliated High School of Central
Conservatory of Music in 1956 where he studied piano
and musictheory. Dueto his stellar performance, he was
allowed to take college-level composing classes under
Professor Su Xia in his final year in high school. Law
was admitted directly into the university's Department
of Music Composition in 1962 where he studied under
renowned Chinese composer Du Mingxin
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Night Thoughts is a well-known Peking opera
tune. It was used to accompany scenes in Peking
opera Reprimanding Cao Cao with Drums where
the drummer, Mi Heng, beats the drum to air his
grievances against Cao Cao; and also in Farewell My
Concubine, to accompany the sword dance of Yu Ji.
The music is arranged in the sequence of a Prelude,
Adagio, Moderato and Allegro and progresses from
simple to complex. It is with a dagu (large drum) solo
which is often competing with a jinghu. From the
original Peking opera, the piece certainly carries out
its bold and vigorous, yet elegant character.
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