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Music Tuesdays: Xu Fan’s World of Percussion

$T§ 5 Percussion: iR Xu Fan

n2A S X

Luo Tianqi

Beyond the Clouds

#T&E K Percussion: #RiM Xu Fan
FTd A2 Percussion Accompaniment: Br‘R2R Tan Loke Chuah, BEEH Benjamin Boo

734 — A FUERFE - RRAE{ERI{FR. BI3C - FREER
RXBF . $Hi Composed by Astor Piazzolla,
Tango Suite No. 1 rearranged by Kevin Super

FTH /R =% Percussion Duet: &1l Xu Fan. 3&ER%t Zhang Xiaochi

TR © REVERAE. R
Night Thoughts Peking opera tune, arranged by Li Min Xiong

FTTH R Percussion: #R1M, Xu Fan
R Jinghu: Z=EM Li Bao Shun

TREE " -
Different Path ang Xiaochi

FREFTEHR Chinese Percussion: #Rifl Xu Fan
FEFFTE R Western Percussion: K3t Zhang Xiaochi

It 2 g—5=: 257 48 - JR

John Thrower

First movement: Starry Night from
Aurora Borealis

SHRE Marimba: #R1f
FTEHREZ Percussion Ensemble: 3kt Zhang Xiaochi. FRRR Tan Loke Chuah,
MRE=3 Benjamin Boo

BREXRE PR LT
Post-concert talk in English & Mandarin.

BAEE RS PETRIGMINRER
No videography and flash photography
BEREEHHVI, ThiAAE. is permitted in this concert.

Approximate concert duration: 1 hour, no intermission.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in 1997, is
Singapore’s only professional national Chinese orchestra. SCO,
made up of more than 8o musicians, occupies the Singapore
Conference Hall, which is a national monument. With Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong as its patron, SCO takes on the twin
role of preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing
its unique identity through the incorporation of Southeast
Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster
presentations and is fast establishing itself around the world.
In 2002, it staged a symphonic fantasy epic Marco Polo and
Princess Blue as part of the opening festival of Esplanade —
Theatres on the Bay. The following year, SCO produced a
musical and visual conversation with Singapore’s most eminent
multi-disciplinary artist Tan Swie Hian at the Singapore Arts
Festival 2003. SCO celebrated Singapore’s 39 National Day
in 2004 with a spectacular concert — Our People, Our Music
— featuring 2,400 local music enthusiasts at the Singapore
Indoor Stadium. In 2005, it produced a mega musical
production, Admiral of the Seven Seas, as part of the Singapore
Arts Festival 2005. In 2007, SCO was part of the 240-strong
combined orchestra that performed at the Singapore National
Day Parade. In the Singapore Arts Festival 2008, SCO joined
hands with Theatreworks to present the ground-breaking
production Awaking, which brought together Kunqu opera
music and Elizabethan music. In 2009, SCO made history by
becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the opening
week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010, performed in
Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility,
SCO has performed at numerous prestigious events such as
the World Economic Forum and International Summit of Arts
Council in 2003, and the 2006 International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Annual Meeting.

SCO has toured various countries and cities including Beijing,
Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou, Macau, Hungary and
England. Recently in May 2014, SCO performed at the Shanghai
Spring International Music Festival and in Suzhou to celebrate
the Singapore-Suzhou Industrial Park’s 20" anniversary. In
October 2015, SCO performed two concerts in Hong Kong at
the Tsuen Wan Town Hall and Hong Kong Cultural Centre.
Commissioned by Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth
as part of the Titian Budaya Singapore cultural season in Kuala
Lumpur, SCO also held its debut concert in Malaysia at the
iconic Petronas Twin Towers. These international platforms
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provided SCO with the opportunities to showcase its talents
and music, propelling it to the forefront of the international
music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra, SCO
widens its outreach by performing regularly at various national
parks, communities and schools. SCO also commissions its
own compositions and organised the Singapore International
Competition for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC)
in 20006, 2011 and 20715 respectively. The competition aims to
promote compositions that incorporate music elements from
Southeast Asia, also known as “Nanyang music”. In 2012, SCO
organised Singapore’s first 23-day National Chinese Orchestra
Marathon, a spectacular feat that drew the participation of
31 local Chinese orchestras which participated with over 44
performances and an audience of 20,000. On 28 June 2014,
SCO created history through the second instalment of Our
People Our Music by creating two Guinness World Records
and three Singapore Book of Records with 4,557 performers
at the National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub. It is with this
vision that SCO continues to inspire, influence, educate and
communicate through its music.
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director
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Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as
Music Director in January 2002. Under his direction, SCO
expanded its repertoire with innovative works such as
Marco Polo and Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic, Instant is
a Millennium — A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian,
The Grandeur of Tang, Thunderstorm, Admiral of the Seven
Seas and Awaking. In Awaking, he melded Shakespeare and
Tang Xianzu’s plays into one, elevating Chinese orchestral
music to a higher level. In 2013, Tsung Yeh was awarded
the Cultural Medallion, the highest accolade in the arts. He
is also the artistic advisor to the Singapore National Youth
Chinese Orchestra.

As Music Director of Singapore’s National Day Parade 2007,
Tsung Yeh conceptualised a symphonic music structure with
supreme, textured virtuosity that incensed the national pride
in the air. 240 musicians from the SCO, Singapore Symphony
Orchestra, Singapore Armed Forces Central Band, Malay and
Indian ensemble, Nanyin ensemble and a chorus performed
under his baton before an audience of 277,000 and millions
of television viewers. In 2004 and 2014, Tsung Yeh directed
two mega orchestra concerts at the Singapore Indoor Stadium
and National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub respectively, of
which, 2014’s concert of 4,557 musicians broke 2 Guinness
World Records and 3 Singapore Book of Records.

Tsung Yeh has brought SCO internationally and developed
the special artistic identity of SCO through the orchestra’s
sound and texture, comprising of East and West and Nanyang
heritage, which is unique to SCO. In March and April 20053,
he led the orchestra on a tour to Europe at Barbican Centre
in London, The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring
Festival. In October 2007, SCO performed at the Beijing Music
Festival, China Shanghai International Arts Festival, Macau
International Music Festival, as well as at major concert halls
in Guangzhou, Zhongshan and Shenzhen. In August 2009,
SCO made history by becoming the first Chinese orchestra
to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival.

Tsung Yeh was the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony
Orchestra (SBSO) in the United States from 1988 to 2016.
In 1995, he was honoured with the American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) Award with
the South Bend Symphony Orchestra. Upon his retirement
from SBSO, Tsung Yeh was presented the “Sagamore of the
Wabash Award” from the Indiana State — the highest honour
given by the Indiana Governor, Mike Pence. 7 May 2016 was
proclaimed “Tsung Yeh Day” by the Mayor of the South Bend
City, Pete Buttigieg. Tsung Yeh is presently designated as the
Conductor Laureate by the South Bend Symphony Orchestra
Association.

As part of the Conductors’ Mentor Programme sponsored
by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, he worked with Music
Director Daniel Barenboim and Principal Guest Conductor
Pierre Boulez. Tsung Yeh was formerly the Music Director of
the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra and Hong Kong
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Sinfonietta, and the Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor of
the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra. He served as Resident
Conductor of Florida Orchestra and was the Principal Guest
Conductor of Albany Symphony Orchestra of New York.

Tsung Yeh has collaborated with reputable international
orchestras including San Francisco, Tucson and New Haven
Symphonies, Calgary and Rochester Philharmonic, and orchestras
from Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong,
Taipei, Tokyo, Yokohama, France, the Royal Scottish National
Orchestra, Poland, Russia and Czech Republic.In April 1991,
he replaced the indisposed Barenboim at short notice and
conducted 3 successful concerts. As a recording artist, Tsung
Yeh has made various recordings under the HUGO, Delos
and Naxos labels.

Tsung Yeh is a distinguished professor at the China Conservatory
of Music and guest professor at the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music and Central Conservatory of Music. He has taught
conducting workshops hosted by the Conductors Guild, The
League of American Orchestras and the MusikHochschule
of Zurich and is also active in conducting masterclasses in
Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore.

His new appointments in recent years include the Principal
Guest Conductor of the China Central Chinese Orchestra,
Artistic Committee Member of the Jiangsu Centre for the
Performing Arts and Senior Researcher of the He Luting
Chinese Music Research Institute of the Shanghai Conservatory
nd a member of the Faculty of the International
g Institute (ICI) in Czech Republic. In 2016, he
d as one of the 10 Outstanding Conductors by the
onalities Orchestra Society. In the same year, Tsung
Iso lappointed as the Expert of China Thousand
gramme.
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Xu Fan — Percussion
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Since young, Xu Fan learned percussion from his father. In
2001, he was under the tutelage of Li Ya Juan, a percussion
teacher from the Xi’an Conservatory of Music. In 2002, he
received guidance in western percussion from Associate
Professor Liu Gang. In the same year, he learned Chinese
percussion under Professor Wang Yi Dong of the Traditional
Chinese Music Department of the China Conservatory of
Music. In 2004, he was admitted into the Central Conservatory
of Music and studied Western Percussion under Associate
Professor Liu Gang. Xu Fan then continued his study of
western percussion techniques under percussion soloist,
Li Biao, a visiting percussion professor of the Central
Conservatory of Music.

Xu Fan joined the Li Biao Percussion Group in 2005. He
recorded a track for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games closing
ceremony. In addition, his performances at the National
Grand Theatre, Beijing Poly Theatre, Beijing Concert Hall,
Forbidden City Concert Hall, Tianjin, Shanghai and other
places has received well acclaims. In July 2008, he graduated
from the Central Conservatory of Music. He joined the
Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as a percussionist in
2009. In 2016, he held his own solo recital concert at the
Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay titled Xu Fan’s World of
Percussion. Since January 2018, Xu Fan was appointed as
SCO Percussion Principal.

Xu Fan has displayed his mastery in western and Chinese
traditional percussion techniques skillfully in numerous
performances. Over years of practice, he has amassed a
large number of repertoires, involving various western and
Chinese percussion instruments such as timpani, marimba,
vibraphone, snare drum, percussion combination set, Chinese
traditional big drum, Chinese traditional row drum and more.
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Beyond the Clouds Luo Tiangi
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This piece is based on source material from Liu Changyuan’s Variation of Emotions, of which,
the paigu (a set of tuned drums similar to Tom-Toms) segment of the work is expanded upon.
Traditional Chinese percussion technique is the dominant force behind this work, but at the same
time, it incorporates more complex compound rhythms and the “groove” of popular percussion
music. These contrasting elements are masterfully interwoven to evoke the unbridled passion of
the ethnic minorities from Yunnan Province in their Torch Festival celebrations.
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Composed by Astor Piazzolla, rearranged by Kevin Super
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Tango Suite No. 1
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Tango Suite, rearranged for marimba duo by Kevin Super is an excellent transcription of Argentine
composer Piazzolla’s widely performed work - originally scored for two guitars. It requires a high
level of four mallet technique.

This first movement, Allegro, is the most widely performed of the three movements. The latin-
american melodies and harmonies are extremely catchy, and the interplay between the two muscians
is orchestrated pristinely.
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Ni ght Thou ghtS Peking opera tune, arranged by Li Min Xiong
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First movement: Starry Night from Aurora Borealis John Thrower
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Night Thoughts is a well-known Peking opera tune. It is rearranged from the Kunqu theme Winds
on Lotus Leaves. It was used to accompany scenes in Peking opera such as Mi Heng’s Denouncement
of Cao Cao and Farewell My Concubine. Arranged by renowned percussionist Li Min Xiong, the
work is structured in Prelude, Adagio, Moderato, Allegro and Presto and its melody progresses
from simple to complex. The work features the jinghu together with the dagu which showcases
the charm of Peking opera and also enriches the artistic expression and performance technique
of Chinese percussion music.

FRMER BB

Different Path Zhang Xiaochi
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The title of the work Different Path, which can also mean “different paths travelled”, and with that
it seeks to explore the effects that can be obtained by juxtaposing Chinese and western percussion
instruments. The work is arranged by Zhang Xiaochi, a percussionist, who also performs in
tonight’s concert.

Common percussion instruments of both cultures are used, like the Tom-Toms and Bongos from
the West, and the paigu, hua pen gu, and metal percussion instruments from the East. The work
features extensive use of counterpoint to spotlight the rhythmic complexities of percussion music
and the fascinating explosive sound generated. It also poses a challenge to the coordination of the
two performers as the balance between the two sets of instruments calls for tasteful judgement.
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Aurora Borealis, composed by John Thrower is written in 2 parts: Starry Night and Light Waves, the
work is based on the "northern lights" phenomenon that occurs from the reflection of sunlight on
atmospheric dust particles generally seen in the dark evening hours of countries in the northern
hemisphere. Tonight’s concert will feature Starry Night. The solo marimba performs the main
melody of the work and remains in the spotlight for the entire piece, while the three accompanying
percussionists supply groove and harmony.
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Florence Chek
Mindy Coppin
Goh Ek Meng
Lee Ee Wurn
Liong Kit Yeng
Ong Lay Hong
Tan Wie Pin
Eric Watson
Jimmy Ye
Mimi Yee

Yeo Siew Wee
Zhang Nian Bing

Bai Xiaoqi

Chen Tscheng-hsiung
Evelyn Glennie
Cecilia Heejeong Kim
Liu Xijin

Meng Qi

Xu Changjun

Yang Yandi

Yeung Wai Kit, Ricky
Yu Siu-wah

Zhao Jiping
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Management and Administration Team

EHEE
Management

TEEY Executive Director
fAfZLL Ho Wee San, Terence

&BEE (WB) Director (Programmes)
BREE Chin Woon Ying

£HIE (DAUEM) Director (Corporate Services)
3k = Teo Bee Lan

E& (BHAR) Director (Business Development)
Mr1% Tan Bee Leng, Rosemary

& (M55%21t) Deputy Director (Finance & Accounts Management)
#1E)L Chay Wai Ee, Jacelyn
E% (EAR1TH) Deputy Director (Artistic Administration)
% %Z Loh Mee Joon

& (R15EME) Deputy Director (Facilities)
FREI¥ Tan Kok Siang, Collin

& ({TH#4f%H8) Assistant Director (Marketing Communications)
FFEIE Koh Mui Leng

FE (BF2HIE) Assistant Director (Concert Production)
FIELR Tay Yeow Chong, Jackie

AT

Artistic Administration

BhIBLZIE (EAR{TH) Assistant Manager (Artistic Administration)
UYL Lum Mun Ee

SEMITE (ERTTH) Senior Executive (Artistic Administration)
JEfZRE Shi Bei Xi

%25 Orchestra Librarian

ZHIUT Lee Yun Hong

ﬁ..&BJJEE (ZR1TH) Senior Assistant (Artistic Administration)
FRE L% Tan Hwee Hian, Steph

EAREL
Artistic Planning

BhIBLZIE (ZARER) Assistant Manager (Artistic Planning)
HRBEL Lim Simin, Joanna

3k &I Teo Nien Tuan, June

3K3E Teo Shu Rong

X34 Intern
BREME Tan Xin Yie, Tiffany

A 3amR

Business Development

BhIE4232 (A B#RR) Assistant Manager (Business Development)
#Z54E Lim Fen Ni

BREHIE

Concert Production

$#AWE Stage Manager
2R Lee Chun Seng
MATR Executive

2R Lee Kwang Kiat

ER$ZVT Senior Technician
235 Neo Nam Woon, Paul



Il Technician
BRiME Tan Hong You, Benson
1 Lau Hui San, Vincent

SRFELEE Senior Production Crew
#E KR Ng Teng Huat, Anthony

ZLBE Production Crew
ZHHE Lee Leng Hwee
BIFE% Joo Siang Heng

34 Intern
3k /AR Teo Bing Sheng

ANFRSTR BhIEL2IE (AAHEIR) Assistant Manager (Human Resource)
Human Resource & E8))% Pang Qin Wei
Administration BRNTH (FEES) Senior Executive (Orchestra Affairs)

385 Lim Wan Ying

ERMAITE (7)) Senior Executive (Administration)
FRHIZL Tan Li Min, Michelle

=RBHIE (NHFIR) Senior Assistant (Human Resource)
HAZ24E Lim Chui Hua

S5 RIHERE EnELZIE (M5521t) Assistant Manager (Finance & Accounts Management)
Finance & Accounts EFK Wong Siew Ling
Management BRNTHE (MS5%i) Senior Executive (Finance & Accounts Management)

FF Liew Wei Lee

=RBHE (M5551t) Senior Assistant (Finance & Accounts Management)
BRFSEE Tan Siew Har

=4RBHIE (RMI) Senior Assistant (Procurement)
# 2 Ng Kee Yan, Keleen
HZE Peck Yin Ni, Jessica

TTHHIEE BEMITE ((THEHE) Senior Executive (Marketing Communications)
Marketing fAl#97% Ho Yun Fang, Shannen

- & &#k Poon Chern Yung
ST IS TR¥E$E Soon Weixuan, Valesha

=RBHIE (fT8#H%H8) Senior Assistant (Marketing Communications)
A7E#% Chow Koon Thai

HIBEER B FERE Eé&mﬁﬁ (FIEERFFESRE) Senior Executive (SNYCO)
Singapore National JLt&$5 Sim Kai Yang
Youth Chinese Orchestra #DE Wong Xinrui, Jeremy

il EE ERPTE (FIULEE) Senior Executive (Venue Management)
Venue Management ZBERR Cheow Zhi Kang, joshua

SREHHEER Senior Building Specialist
#5X5& Yeo Han Kiang

2F1TH BREPITR (£15178#) Senior Executive (Venue Marketing)
Venue Marketing Z{RHE Lee Poh Hui, Clement

SRBHIE (2171TH) Senior Assistant (Venue Marketing)
IBFEHE Deng Xiuwei
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We wish to thank the media and all who have contributed
to the Singapore Chinese Orchestra in one way or another.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited

7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810
email: sco@sco.com.sg
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