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Our Vision

We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra
with a uniquely Singaporean character

Our Mission

To inspire Singapore and the World with our music

Our Values

Strive for excellence in our performances

Committed to teamwork

Open to innovation and learning
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Yellow Earth

E—RE Movement 1: X35 TH™ Raining from the Sky
E=RE Movement 3: 3553 Desiring Intimacy
EMARE Movement 4: AHRIES Stone-slab Waist Drum

3| F5 EEEBEAE Y, {ESR 28 @ TR - ZRFH. FREBIE

Introduction et Rondo Capriccioso, Op. 28 Composed by Camille Saint-Saéns,
adapted by Phoon Yew Tien

RIBETELEE 5 ®% - DHTRIEE. KB R - XRBHE
Thais: Meditation Composed by Jules Massenet, adapted by Eric Watson

HREZR, R 20 BH% -8 FAEH Rl SHR%E

e (e Tee A (B 5 Composed by Pablo de Sarasate,
g (Gypsy Airs), Op adapted by Law Wai Lun

B35k 2 Intermission =
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First Movement: A Va Mountain from Dianxi Folk Tunes Guo Wen Jing

T 5 BRENER . BB A BILR %
Composed by He Zhan Hao, Chen Gang,
rearranged by Yan Hui Chang and Ku Lap-Man

IMEShEH: RIUBSHES 7

Violin Concerto: The Butterfly Lovers

Joshua Bell appears by arrangement with Park Avenue Artists and Octagon.
Mr Bell records exclusively for Sony Classical.

EER: ERRBESTRERT HITTEIT.
Autograph session: There will be an autograph session after the concert

at the Stalls Foyer.

ENEEFSFHITALBESIRE.
A No flash photography and videography
ERR2H N2/, is permitted in this concert.

Approximate concert duration: 2 hours.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in 1997,
is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese orchestra.
SCO, made up of more than 8o musicians, occupies the
Singapore Conference Hall, which is a national monument.
With Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong as its patron, SCO takes
on the twin role of preserving traditional arts and culture and
establishing its unique identity through the incorporation of
Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster
presentations and is fast establishing itself around the world.
In 2002, it staged a symphonic fantasy epic Marco Polo and
Princess Blue as part of the opening festival of Esplanade —
Theatres on the Bay. The following year, SCO produced a
musical and visual conversation with Singapore’s most eminent
multi-disciplinary artist Tan Swie Hian at the Singapore Arts
Festival 2003. SCO celebrated Singapore’s 39th National Day
in 2004 with a spectacular concert — Our People, Our Music —
featuring 2,400 local music enthusiasts at the Singapore Indoor
Stadium. In 2003, it produced a mega musical production,
Admiral of the Seven Seas, as part of the Singapore Arts Festival
2005. In 2007, SCO was part of the 240-strong combined
orchestra that performed at the Singapore National Day
Parade. In the Singapore Arts Festival 2008, SCO joined
hands with Theatreworks to present the ground-breaking
production Awaking, which brought together Kunqu opera
music and Elizabethan music. In 2009, SCO made history
by becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in
the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010,
performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility,
SCO has performed at numerous prestigious events such as
the World Economic Forum and International Summit of
Arts Council in 2003, and the 2006 International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Annual Meeting.

SCO has toured various countries and cities including Beijing,
Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou, Macau, Hungary and
England. Recently in May 2014, SCO performed at the Shanghai
Spring International Music Festival and in Suzhou to celebrate
the Singapore-Suzhou Industrial Park’s 2oth anniversary. In
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October 2015, SCO performed two concerts in Hong Kong at
the Tsuen Wan Town Hall and Hong Kong Cultural Centre.
Commissioned by Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth
as part of the Titian Budaya Singapore cultural season in Kuala
Lumpur, SCO also held its debut concert in Malaysia at the
iconic Petronas Twin Towers. These international platforms
provided SCO with the opportunities to showcase its talents
and music, propelling it to the forefront of the international
music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra, SCO
widens its outreach by performing regularly at various national
parks, communities and schools. SCO also commissions its
own compositions and organised the Singapore International
Competition for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC)
in 2006, 2011 and 2015 respectively. The competition aims to
promote compositions that incorporate music elements from
Southeast Asia, also known as “Nanyang music”.

In 2012, SCO organised Singapore’s first 23-day National
Chinese Orchestra Marathon, a spectacular feat that drew the
participation of 31 local Chinese orchestras which participated
with over 44 performances and an audience of 20,000. On 28
June 2014, SCO created history through the second instalment
of Our People Our Music by creating two Guinness World
Records and three Singapore Book of Records with 4,557
performers at the National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub.
It is with this vision that SCO continues to inspire, influence,
educate and communicate through its music.
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director
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Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO)
as Music Director in January 2002. Under his direction,
SCO expanded its repertoire with innovative works such as
Marco Polo and Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic, Instant is
a Millennium — A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian,
The Grandeur of Tang, Thunderstorm, Admiral of the Seven
Seas and Awaking. In Awaking, he melded Shakespeare and
Tang Xianzu’s plays into one, elevating Chinese orchestral
music to a higher level. In 2013, Tsung Yeh was awarded the
Cultural Medallion, the highest accolade in the arts. He is also
the advisor to the Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra.

As Music Director of Singapore’s National Day Parade 2007,
Tsung Yeh conceptualised a symphonic music structure with
supreme, textured virtuosity that incensed the national pride
in the air. 240 musicians from the SCO, Singapore Symphony
Orchestra, Singapore Armed Forces Central Band, Malay and
Indian ensemble, Nanyin ensemble and a chorus performed
under his baton before an audience of 27,000 and millions of
television viewers. In 2004 and 2014, Tsung Yeh directed two
mega orchestra concerts at the Singapore Indoor Stadium and
National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub respectively, of which,
2014’s concert of 4,557 musicians broke 2 Guinness World
Records and 3 Singapore Book of Records.

Tsung Yeh has brought SCO internationally and developed
the special artistic identity of SCO through the orchestra’s
sound and texture, comprising of East and West and Nanyang
heritage, which is unique to SCO. In March and April 2005,
he led the orchestra on a tour to Europe at Barbican Centre in
London, The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival.
In October 2007, SCO performed at the Beijing Music Festival,
China Shanghai International Arts Festival, Macau International
Music Festival, as well as at major concert halls in Guangzhou,
Zhongshan and Shenzhen. In August 2009, SCO made history
by becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the
opening week of the Edinburgh Festival.

Tsung Yeh was the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony
Orchestra (SBSO) in the United States from 1988 to 2016.
In 1995, he was honoured with the ASCAP Award with the
South Bend Symphony Orchestra. Upon his retirement
from SBSO, Tsung Yeh was presented the “Sagamore of the
Wabash Award” from the Indiana State — the highest honour
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given by the Indiana Governor, Mike Pence. 7 May 2016 was
proclaimed “Tsung Yeh Day” by the Mayor of the South Bend City,
Pete Buttigieg. Tsung Yeh is presently designated as the Conductor
Laureate by the South Bend Symphony Orchestra Association.

As part of the Conductors’ Mentor Programme sponsored by the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, he worked with Music Director
Daniel Barenboim and Principal Guest Conductor Pierre Boulez.
Tsung Yeh was formerly the Music Director of the Northwest
Indiana Symphony Orchestra and Hong Kong Sinfonietta,
and the Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor of the Saint Louis
Symphony Orchestra. He served as Resident Conductor of
Florida Orchestra and was the Principal Guest Conductor of
Albany Symphony Orchestra of New York.

Tsung Yeh has collaborated with reputable international
orchestras including Chicago, San Francisco, Minnesota,
Tucson and New Haven Symphony Orchestra; Radio France,
Calgary and Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra; and orchestras
in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong,
Taipei, Tokyo and Yokohama. He has also conducted orchestras
in Poland, Russia and the Czech Republic. As a recording
artist, Tsung Yeh has made various recordings under the
HUGO, Delos and Naxos labels.

Tsung Yeh is a distinguished professor at the China Conservatory
of Music and guest professor at the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music. He has taught conducting workshops hosted by
the Conductors Guild, The League of American Orchestras
and the Musik Hochschule of Zurich and is also active in
conducting masterclasses in Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Singapore. His new appointments in recent years

include the Principal Guest Conductor of the China National
Traditional Orchestra, Artistic Committee Member of the
Jiangsu Centre for the Performing Arts and Senior Researcher of
the He Luting Chinese Music Research Institute of the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music.
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With a career spanning more than 30 years as a soloist, chamber
musician, recording artist and conductor, Joshua Bell is one of
the most celebrated violinists today. An exclusive Sony Classical
artist, Bell has recorded more than 40 albums garnering Grammy,
Mercury, Gramophone and Echo Klassik awards. Named the
Music Director of the Academy of St Martin in the Fields in
2011, he is the only person to hold this post since Sir Neville
Marriner formed the orchestra in 1958.

Fall 2018 performances include the season-opening concerts of
the National Symphony Orchestra with Gianandrea Noseda and
Cincinnati Symphony with Louis Langrée, plus performances
with the Hong Kong Philharmonic under Jaap van Zweden,
Baltimore Symphony with Cristian Macelaru, Deutsches
Symphonie-Orchester, Tonhalle Orchester Ziirich and Stockholm
Philharmonic. A key highlight is the special live film concert
with the New York Philharmonic of the 1998 Academy Award-
winning film score for The Red Violin in commemoration of
the film’s 20th anniversary.

During the season, Bell continues his worldwide tours with the
Academy of St Martin in the Fields and his North American and
European recital tours with pianist Sam Haywood. A highlight
of the season will be a first-ever tour with his longtime friends,
pianist Jeremy Denk and cellist Steven Isserlis to 10 cities in
North America including New York at Lincoln Center. Spring
2019 sees him performing with the Czech Philharmonic under
Christoph Eschenbach, Israel Philharmonic under Gianandrea
Noseda, Camerata Salzburg with Andrew Manze, Pittsburgh
Symphony under Manfred Honeck, plus Munich Philharmonic,
Santa Cecilia Orchestra, Seattle Symphony — including The Man
with the Violin children’s film concert — and a play/conduct with
the Houston Symphony.

Recently released is Bell’s recording with the Academy of St
Martin in the Fields of Bruch’s Scottish Fantasy and G Minor
Concerto. His previous release was the Joshua Bell Classical
Collection, a 14-CD set of Bell's Sony recording highlights from
the past 20 years.
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Bell recently engaged in two tech projects: With Embertone,
the virtual instrument sampling company, the Joshua Bell
Virtual Violin was created for producers, artists, engineers and
composers. Bell also teamed up with Sony for the Joshua Bell
VR Experience featuring Bell performing Brahms’ Hungarian
Dance No. 1 in full 360-degrees, available for free download on
SONY PlayStation 4 VR.

2017 saw the release of the illustrated children’s book The Dance
of the Violin, recalling a seminal moment in Bell’s 12-year-old life
when, when he made a mistake at the Stulberg International
String Competition and what transpired when given a second
chance. Published by Annick Press, the book was written by
Kathy Stinson and illustrated by Dusan Petricic. This marks
Bell’s second appearance in a children’s book. The first was
The Man with the Violin, released a year ago by the same author
and illustrator, retelling the story of Bell's famous experiment
in Washington, D.C.’s Metro station a decade ago.

A dedicated arts advocate, Bell is involved with Education
Through Music, and Turnaround Arts, a partnership between
The President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities
and the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.
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Yellow Earth
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The Huangtu Plateau in north-western China is a vast area of dry, arid, yellow earth, much of which
washes away into what has become known, because of the sediment it carries with it, the Yellow River.
It is the cradle of Chinese civilization and the people of this region have a character which is resounding,
upright and confident. In 1985 the Hong Kong Dance Company commissioned a new ballet celebrating
the people of this highland region with a score by a young up-and-coming Chinese composer, Tan Dun.
The following year Yellow Earth was given its premiere in Hong Kong. Tan Dun left China, settled in the

US, and began his own journey to becoming one of the most internationally recognised of all Chinese-

born composers.

The arrangement he made in 1990 for orchestra of four movements from the Yellow Earth — which he titled
Northwest Suite No.1 — became hugely popular in China, and 20 years later he made a further arrangement,
which we hear in tonight’s concert. The four movements depict various aspects of life among the people
who live on the Huangtu Plateau and incorporate various melodies and elements drawn from the folk
music of the region, including the folk singing style known as “Xin Tian You” (“Wafting Skyward”) which
is characterized by a robust and confident singing with a certain pained wistfulness.

In this evening’s concert we hear the first, third and fourth movements only.

HENERT CMEEHES: ZUBESREEY, HER - BUIHTHES.

Programme notes, except “Violin Concerto: The Butterfly Lovers”, by Marc Rochester.

THKR - ZR(EH. BREABE
Composed by Camille Saint-Saéns,
adapted by Phoon Yew Tien
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Introduction et Rondo Capriccioso, Op. 28
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One of music’s greatest travellers, the French composer Camille Saint-Saéns, visited China, calling in at
Shanghai on one of the many cruises he took on the French shipping line Messageries Maritimes (which
also took him to Hanoi, Hong Kong and, quite probably, Singapore as well). He often incorporated musical
elements he had picked up during his travels in his own works, and that is certainly the case with his
Introduction et Rondo Capriccioso. However, the “alien” musical elements to be found here are not from
China or Asia, but from Spain, and were included in honour of the work’s dedicatee, Pablo de Sarasate.

Saint-Saéns had first met Sarasate in 1859. As the composer recalled, the 15-year-old violinist was “fresh
and young as spring itself, the faint shadow of a moustache scarcely visible on his upper lip. As if it were
the easiest thing in the world, he had come quite simply to ask me to write a concerto for him”. Saint-Saéns
immediately set about writing one, but four years later, by which time Sarasate was probably the most
famous violin virtuoso in the world, he decided to write him a true virtuoso showpiece, the Introduction et
Rondo Capriccioso.

On the surface of it, this work is not a typical violin showpiece; yet, under its apparently calm and easy-
going exterior lies music as technically demanding for the soloist as anything in the repertoire. After
a subdued, lyrical introduction during which the violin’s more lyrical character is revealed, comes
a deceptively leisurely, typically Spanish dance during which the violin indulges in frequent flights of
astonishing virtuosity often ascending to the very highest notes possible from the instrument.
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Thais: Meditation Composed by Jules Massenet, adapted by Eric Watson
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Composed by Pablo de Sarasate,
adapted by Law Wai Lun
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Zigeunerweisen (Gypsy Airs), Op. 20
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Jules Massenet spent almost his entire life in his native France, and most of that time was spent in Paris
where he achieved considerable fame as an opera composer. While tastes have changed and Massenet’s
operas are rarely performed today, at least one melody from one of his 36 operas is as popular now as it was
when it was first performed in 1894. In Thais: Meditation , we hear the solo violin soaring to indicate the
moment in the opera when the beautiful and sensual Thais converts from her life of earthly pleasures to
one devoted to religious purity.
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Joshua Bell is the latest in a long line of virtuoso violinists who have travelled the world astounding
audiences on every continent with the brilliance of their playing. The first was Niccolo Paganini, at the
very dawn of the 19th century, and he was succeeded by Pablo Sarasate. He enjoyed a glittering career
giving concert tours throughout Europe, America, Central Asia and the Far East, often playing his own
compositions. While they were primarily designed as showpieces for his own extraordinary talent, they
have gone into the repertory of every major violinist since then. The Irish playwright and music critic,
George Bernard Shaw, wrote that “there are many great composers of music for the violin, but Sarasate is
one of the few who is a great composer of violin music”.

Perhaps his most famous composition is Zigeunerweisen (“Gypsy Melodies”) written in 1863 whilst he was
still a student at the Paris Conservatoire. The work is based around three gypsy-inspired melodies, the first
and third are each original melodies by Sarasate himself, while the second, a particularly poignant theme,
is by one of Sarasate’s Hungarian contemporaries, Elemer Szentirmay. Once the soloist has taken up each
of the three themes, he proceeds to put it through a series of ever-increasingly spectacular cadenzas and
flourishes, which exploit the full range of the violin’s technical tricks, including stratospherically high
notes and rapid pizzicato notes played by the left hand.
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First Movement: A Va Mountain from Dianxi Folk Tunes Guo Wen Jing
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Born in Chongqing in Sichuan province, Guo Wenjing was one of the first intakes of students at the Central
Conservatory of Music in Beijing after it reopened following the Cultural Revolution. Apart from a short
spell studying in New York, he has remained in China, serving as head of the composition department of
the Central Conservatory. His music celebrates China and the Chinese people, and with his Dianxi Folk
Tunes he celebrates the part of western Yunnan Province often referred to as Dianxi.

In tonight’s concert we hear the first movement of the work, which celebrates the Va people, an ethnic
group of around 400,000, who live in the region bordering on to Myanmar. Near the centre of their tribal
lands stands A Va Mountain where, traditionally, they held religious rites to appease the deities of nature.
Animal sacrifices were made, trees and rivers worshipped, and ceremonies included cutting the tails off
cattle and hitting of wooden drums.
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Violin Concerto: The Butterfly Lovers
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Based on the ancient Chinese folk tale of The Butterfly Lovers, this music is adapted from tunes of Yue
Opera in Zhejiang Province. The three main sections of the original folk tale tell of the making of sworn
brothers at Cao Qiao, Zhu Ying Tai’s refusal of an arranged marriage and the reincarnation of lovers as
butterflies by their graves. These three sections are presented in the sonata form — exposition, development
and recapitulation of the concerto.

The exposition depicts a scene of sunshine and gentle breeze, with the violin entering on a simple and
beautiful love theme. An exchange between different instruments represents the friendship between
Liang Shan Bo and the male-impersonating Zhu Ying Tai, who eventually become sworn brothers at
Cao Qiao. A subsequent lively allegro depicts the three happy years of the “brothers” studying together,
while a lento section shows their reluctant parting at a pavilion. In the development section of the work,
the orchestra and violin play oppositional themes to express Zhu Ying Tai’s bitterness and her strong
sentiments in defying a marriage arranged by her father. A lento passage depicts the meeting between
the lovers. Thereafter, the mood of the music changes abruptly. A scintillating passage inspired by daoban
rhythms from Beijing opera and xiaoban from Yue opera, illustrating Zhu Ying Tai’s sad disposition at
Liang Shan Bo’s grave.

All ends well when the lovers are eventually reincarnated as a pair of butterflies. Together, they flutter into

the sky with newfound freedom, while the original love theme on the violin reappears, paying tribute to
their everlasting love.
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Conductor: Tsung Yeh
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Ot

o

EE: BEF
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Vocal: Chriz Tong
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Chorus: SPH Chinese Choir

Chorus: SOKA Chorus

Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) presents the Lion
City’s story. Over the past 50 years, Singapore has
transformed from a small island to a highly-developed
country. SCO, in collaboration with the Singapore Press
Holdings to celebrate Lianhe Zaobao’s 95" anniversary,
will present Singapore’s history through Chinese music,
picture archivals and multimedia.

Photo Credits: Lianhe Zaobao
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Hits of Chinese Music II: Plucked Strings
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SCO’s Hits of Chinese Music is a series of concerts which will present
Chinese music pieces through the four sections of the orchestra. After
the debut of Hits of Chinese Music I: Woodwinds last year, the 2018-19
season, will present the plucked strings section. Along with SCO Pipa
Principal Yu Jia, Yangqin Principal Qu Jian Qing, Zhongruan Principal
Zhang Rong Hui and Zhongruan Associate Principal Lo Chai Xia, and
the SCO plucked strings section, we welcome you to experience Hits of
Chinese Music II: Plucked Strings with the best works of plucked-strings.
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