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Terence Ho
Executive Director

The SCO 2017 concert season will be a special one. Our home,
Singapore Conference Hall (SCH), will be undergoing Additions &
Alterations (A & A) works. We hope to complete the A & A works by the
end of 2017 with improvement works to the hall acoustics, accessibility,
and restoring the heritage of SCH. We aim to provide you with a world-
class acoustic concert hall for Chinese music and transforming SCH
into a one-stop centre for good performance and dining.

To facilitate the renovation works, SCO has staged concerts at venues
such as The Star Theatre, Esplanade Concert Hall, Victoria Concert
Hall and the Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre (SCCC) Auditorium.

The theme “A Voyage Around Singapore” best represents this
season. As we perform at different venues, SCO continues to
inspire people with the beauty of Chinese music in the heartlands,
schools, hospitals and parks. This year, we continue to present
you with more high-definition digital concerts in collaboration
with our national Chinese paper, Zaobao digital. The feedback
from the last digital concert in November 2016 was overwhelming
and encouraging. The new addition to our education & outreach
programme is the most engaging and interacting “Dialogue with
the Who's Who” in the Chinese music scene. This is a new initiative
in collaboration with Lianhe Zaobao NOW! The past two dialogues
won many hearts of new audiences to the SCO concert.

We will continue to engage, educate and inspire our audience with
many new and innovative ways. So, please stay tuned to our social
media channels and publicity materials.

We have arrived at the mid-point of 2017. The new concert season
of 2017 (Jul-Dec) will bring you more exciting and engaging
concerts. Please mark your calendar and enjoy the early-bird

discount by subscribing to our new season concert.

We look forward to welcoming you at the SCO concert!

REIFRG

A Cross-Cultural Youth Exchange between
Singapore and America

Internship with SCO

Staff Retreat

Editor: Terence Ho
Editorial Team: Koh Mui Leng
Intern: Wong Jun Ting

Upcoming Lunchtime Concert RIGFBEZ RS

Musical Bento Box
6 & 7 June 2017 (Tue & Wed) / 12pm — 1pm
UOB Plaza Atrium / Free admission
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Deutsche Bank - SCO Lunchtime Concert

SCO performed at One Raffles Quay on 25 January to the lunchtime crowd at Raffles Place, bringing in Lunar New Year
atmosphere to the audience and beneficiaries of Deutsche Bank Singapore. Under the baton of SCO resident conductor
Quek Ling Kiong, the SCO ensemble performed a string of familiar tunes including Sway, Can’t Take My Eyes Off You and
festive songs such as jJoy of Spring, Spring Wind Kisses on My Face, Tian Mi Mi and Dance of the Golden Snake. This concert
was proudly sponsored by Deutsche Bank Singapore.
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Staff and musicians from SCO and Deutsche Bank.
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Quek Ling Kiong conducting the SCO ensemble. Beneficiaries from Deutsche Bank.
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Concert-in-Progress 2017

Since its inception in 2014, the 4th Concert-in-Progress was held on 22 and 23 March at Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre. SCO
musicians played to a full house comprising 1066 students, teachers and the public. The students and teachers came from one
primary school, 12 secondary schools, three junior colleges and two integrated-programme schools.

Concert-in-Progress was initiated by SCO with the aim of expanding the horizon of students and teachers in music and deepening
their understanding of the technicality and musicality of repertoires. The concert consisted of three segments, namely Behind the
Scenes, Know Your Musician, and Showtime.

The first segment, Behind the Scenes, saw Mr Quek Ling Kiong, SCO’s Resident Conductor, and SCO musicians in a rehearsal
setting. The audience was treated to backstage scenes when Mr Quek demonstrated two set pieces, Flame for secondary school
level and Journey Il for junior college level for the Singapore Youth Festival 2017, with different sections of the orchestra. He also
elaborated on the background of the pieces, the composers and the learning outcomes. It was more than just a “classroom
lesson” for the students as the conductor also stimulated their thinking in interpreting the pieces. There was fun and active
interaction between the conductor and the student audience.

The second segment, Know Your Musician, saw Mr Quek interviewing two SCO musicians. Mr Lim Kiong Pin who plays the diyin
sheng, enthusiastically shared his experiences in learning different wind instruments and in conducting on 22 March. He also
arranged a piece titled Bassically Bass especially for this concert. On 23 March, the audience was introduced to Ms Huang Gui
Fang, the sanxian and zhongruan musician. Apart from the characteristics of sanxian, Ms Huang also readily revealed interesting
anecdotes of learning and teaching sanxian, which is not a common instrument. She also encouraged more students to learn the
instrument and performed Shi Ba Ban, a classic sanxian piece.

In the last segment, Showtime, the musicians gathered on stage in formal orchestra attire and performed Flame and Journey |1,
much to the delight of the audience. The orchestra also performed two pieces known as the “Audience Choice of the Year”. A Wa
Shan garnered 97.7% of the votes and was performed on 22 March while the orchestra performed Impressions of Taihang on 23
March after receiving 87.3% of the votes.

Concert-in-Progress received positive response from the audience. In a post-concert survey conducted by SCO, 90.9% of the
respondents felt inspired by the featured musicians’ journey and were motivated to put in effort to improve their skills. When
asked what they liked most about the concert, the majority of them cited the conductor’s in-depth explanation of the pieces. SCO
is delighted to know that it was a fruitful learning experience for the audience.

Mr Quek talking to the audience.

Musicians performing Basically Bass. Musician Huang Gui Fang performing Shi Ba Ban.
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SCO Explores Cantonese Classics
by Dr Chang Tou Liang

The Singapore Chinese Orchestra has been systematically exploring the music of different regions and dialect groups of China. Much
like Chinese cuisine, one of the more familiar varieties is that of the Cantonese. This concert conducted by Tsung Yeh centred on works
composed and performed by musicians from Guangdong and Hong Kong.

Two very popular melodies featured in the concert’s first part, Han Tian Lei (Thunderstorm And Drought) and Bu Bu Gao (Stepping Up).
The former had a popular contemporary beat in Zhao Dong Sheng's orchestration, heavily utilising drum-set and electric guitar, with
Han Lei's guanzi providing jazzy riffs. The latter was a quick-stepping march, so rousing that it had conductor Yeh gyrating to its beat.

Two soloists, both Cantonese by origin, featured in concertante works. Dizi exponent Ricky Yeung Wai Kit from Hong Kong gave the
Singapore premiere of Zhang Wei Liang’s Sea Of South China. Mastering its floridly ornamented part with gusto, his incisive and
penetrating tone on the bangdi often rose above the orchestra’s machinations. With the lower-pitched qudi, a lyrical and pastoral mien
provided much contrast.

Gaohu specialist Yu Le Fu from Guangzhou, also known as a guitarist in the rock group Bubble Gum Pop, starred in his own concerto
Clouds Over The Autumn Lake. A captivating opening solo saw the work unfurl like a virtuosic epic of intense emotions. Climaxing in a
passionate cadenza accompanied by a single sustained pedal-point, there was no let-up to its spectacular close.

Unique to Cantonese music is a chamber ensemble of five players known as the Wu Jia Tou. Comprising bowed strings (two players),
plucked strings, dizi and yanggin, it represented a more intimate form of musical expression. In Lu Wen Cheng’s well-known Autumn
Moon Over A Placid Lake (arranged by Yu), there were murmurs aplenty within the audience when its familiar melody emerged from
the accompanying filigree.

The Wu Jia Tou then became a nucleus of soloists, partnered by more instruments in a series of works. Yu's Walking In The Rain With
A Sunny Heart, originally a gaohu solo, benefited from this augmentation. Li Zhu Xin's Gong Che He Shi Shang, a set of variations, was
lit up by significant guanzi and dizi contributions.

Impressive was Wang Dan Hong's Yue Dui Kou Lian Huai (Heart Raveling Orchestra), a modern work which played like an 18th century
baroque concerto grosso. How the quintet of Yu (gaohu), Li Yu Long (yehu), Ma Huan (yanggin), Lo Chai Xia (ginqin) and Ricky Yeung
(dizi) stood out in contrast was testimony to the effectiveness of its orchestration.

The final work, Fang Xiao Min’s An Ode To Revolution, also had a Cantonese inspiration. That was the China Republic’s founding father
Sun Yat-Sen, and his part in overthrowing the Manchu dynasty. Martial and jingoistic to equal degree, it curiously quoted the patriotic
song America (better known here as God Save The Queen), probably a representation of Sun’s democratic ideal. That the work’s main
motif resembled Gershwin’s | Got Rhythm was probably coincidental. Here it might well have been “I Got Freedom”.

Dizi soloist: Ricky Yeung Gaohu soloist: Yu Le Fu

® | 04 SCO Explores Cantonese Classics

Music Oasis — Concert Review

SCO performed at the Singapore Botanic Gardens on 25 April 2017 with a unique selection of melodious pieces. Under the baton of
SCO assistant conductor Moses Gay, the orchestra performed pieces containing both local and international music elements. Despite
the heavy rain, the audience remained supportive and some of them even waited under the umbrella, eagerly anticipating for the
concert to start.

Renowned composer Kuan Nai-Chung's Bumper Harvest Worship started off the concert on a lively note. Following which, the
harmonious third movement of Izpirazione Il was played. The conductor hailed out loud in impromptu, coordinating with the rhythmic
music, fully elaborating the extemporaneous of the aborigines of Borneo. This performance was indeed an auditory feast!

The orchestra also performed a short but outstanding Mahjong Kakis. This piece contains a memorable melody and is composed based
on the traditional Chinese mahjong game, which can also be seen as an elaborated metaphor of life. Another highlight of the concert
was Sim Boon Yew's Melodic Potpourri. This piece contains a graceful allure and is re-arranged using 10 familiar tunes from all over the
world. In addition, tuneful pieces such as Lion City Street Opera and The Ceilidh were also performed. The orchestra eventually received
a prolonged applause from the audience for their performance.

Upcoming Music Oasis Concert EKIGZFEBEREF RS

2017568108 (£H7Y) / BBRE6RETR

Shaw Foundation Symphony Stage, MIEEY =
Singapore Botanic Gardens MREEERE

Free admission N7 R 2

10 June 2017 (Sat) / 6-7pm

The Orchestra performing under the baton of SCO assistant conductor Moses Gay.
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SCO Caring Series 2017

SCO Caring Series was launched as an initiative to relieve the tension and stress accumulated during the outbreak of
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in 2003 and it was received positively. Since then, SCO continues to make a
conscious effort to bring encouragement, warmth and joy to recovering patients and healthcare heroes in hospitals and
homes through its Chinese orchestral performances.

This year, the orchestra has travelled to the following venues:

18 April (Tue), 3.30pm — St. Andrew Community Hospital
19 April (Wed), 12.30pm — Tan Tock Seng Hospital

21 April (Fri
25 April (Tue)

26 April (Wed), 3pm — Ren Ci Community Hospital
4 May (Thu), 2.30pm — Peacehaven Nursing Home

), 7pm — Jurong Community Hospital
e

, 3pm — Alexandra Hospital Auditorium

Unlike most ticketed concerts, the challenge of a community concert is to capture and retain the attention of passing
crowd. In order to achieve this, Associate Conductor Moses Gay selected music pieces which will easily resonate with the
demographics of the audience. It is always a rewarding and heartening experience when patients can sing along to the
melodious tunes.

SCO Caring Series is proudly sponsored by Tan Chin Tuan Foundation.

“We are truly impressed by the fantastic performance by SCO. Their renditions of familiar favourites were
warmly welcomed by the audience with many clapping and humming along. Indeed they brought much joy
to patients and staff like. Kudos to the conductor for connecting with the audience and making the concert
alive. Thank you SCO for performing in CGH. If music be the food of healing, play on!”

Ms Sim Ai Ling, Assistant Director Corporate Affairs, Changi General Hospital

“On behalf of SPD, | would like to thank you and all the musicians and crew of the SCO who were at the
SPD Ability Centre on Monday for sharing with us the gift of music that brought much joy and delight to
our clients and staff. It was an enriching experience and we appreciate the effort that the conductor and
musicians made to engage and connect with our clients who thoroughly enjoyed the session.”

Alice Hue, Senior Executive, Resource Development & Community Partnerships, SPD Ability Centre
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SCO performing at Ren Ci Community Hospital.

SCO performing at Tan Tock Seng Hospital.
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A Cross-Cultural Youth Exchange between Singapore and America

On 27 March 2017, an unprecedented east-meets-west music exchange took place when Edina Concert Band (ECB) from
Minnesota, USA, visited the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO) during their visit to Singapore. Through an
interview with the director of Edina Concert Bank, Mr Paul Kile, the mission of ECB was to find a culturally significant experience
as there is no Chinese orchestra in their community. A visit to a national youth Chinese orchestra would create a cross-cultural
experience for the ECB students to hear the unique sounds of traditional Chinese instruments and the beautiful sound from a
Chinese orchestra. Mr Paul Kile quoted “The SCO and SNYCO have great international reputation as being one of the finest
Chinese orchestras in Singapore and | wanted that commitment to excellence to mirror what we strive for in our band program.”

At the exchange, ECB played Esprit de Corps by Robert Jager, Sinatra! arranged by Jack Bullock and Honey Boys on Parade by E.V.
Cupero and Festive Overture by Dmitri Shostakovich (arranged by Don Hunsberger). At the end, SNYCO and ECB played Dance
of the Yao People as a combined orchestra together.

Paul Kile added “My students learned a lot about all the Chinese instruments, thanks to a great presentation by the SNYCO -
what the names of the instruments are, how they are played, what their role in the orchestra is, how the instruments function
together in an ensemble, etc. Several of my students commented that it was fun to exchange and share each other’s differences
and similarities both as musicians and teenagers in different countries.”

Indeed, such collaborations proved that music can bring people together and that it is an ‘international language’ that can be
spoken and understood regardless of one’s country of origin.

SCO Executive Director, Terence Ho, receiving a token of appreciation fromiDr'Cwen
Jackson from ECB.

Group picture of SNYCO and ECB on stage.

An SNYCO member wrote a post-exchange experience article in Chinese and this will be published in the next Hua Yue issue.

Look out for it!

® | 10 A Cross-Cultural Youth Exchange between Singapore and America

Internship with SCO

My 6-month internship at SCO was, to say the least, extremely well-spent and enriching. When I first entered SCO, | was intrigued
at the operations of an arts organisation and was certainly surprised at how everyone from different departments worked
together. As an intern in the Education & Outreach Department, my role was to provide logistical planning and administrative
support for the department’s concerts and activities.

One of the concerts that had the greatest impact on me was Concert for Little Tots, which | coordinated with the director for the
backdrop and assisted in production matters such as costume rental. Not only that, | was also given the opportunity to create
fringe activities and produce a video! With SCO’s various opportunities to gain hands-on experience, | have definitely improved
my communication and events management skills.

Overall, SCO was a great platform for me to gain deeper insights into the arts industry in Singapore and it was definitely an
unforgettable internship experience.

Ferlyn Koh, internship from March to August 2016 (Student of Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Diploma in Arts Business
Management)
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My internship at SCO was a meaningful and adventurous journey. It was an eye-opener for me to see how an arts company worked
to present amazing concerts.

As an intern in the Business Development Department, | was very blessed to be given the opportunity to coordinate with a creative
agency to produce a souvenir booklet for SCO’s fundraising dinner and to be involved in the event.

As an intern in the Marketing Department, | was exposed to various aspects of marketing such as developing marketing plans
and collaterals. One of the most memorable concerts was A Music Voyage Around The Island which | had hands-on experience in
coordinating with a creative agency for designs and collaterals and in writing of press releases.

The 5-month internship at SCO has deepened my understanding of the arts industry and it was indeed a memorable experience
for me.

Genevieve Quek Mei Chen, internship from September 2016 to January 2017 (Student of Ngee Ann Polytechnic,
Diploma in Chinese Studies)

Internship with SCO 11 | ®



Staff Retreat — Many Hands, One Heart SCO Recordings

SCO CDs and DVDs are now available at selected CD-Rama outlets (POP @ Central, Marine Parade Central, Jurong Point, Toa
Payoh HDB Hub, Nex, Junction 8)!

SCO management and administration team of 43 staff went on a retreat and team bonding session at Batam, Indonesia from 6 to 7

April 2017. It was a very fruitful and fulfilling retreat for SCO as the team derived at objectives and goals and also forged a stronger BHtX2®
bond through the trip. Mostly Gershwin
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Music Director / Conductor: Tsung Yeh
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Mostly Gershwin, SCO’s spectacular jazz blues concert held in July 2013, is now released on a DVD! Watch American pianist

Leon Bates, soprano Kimberly Eileen Jones and baritone Lawrence Mitchell-Matthews perform a selection of famous American

-
-

composer George Gershwin’s works, including jazz favourites | Got Rhythm: Variations, Rhapsody in Blue, and selections from

opera Porgy and Bess. If you are a fan of Gershwin’s works, you simply must get your hands on this DVD!

BRENS20 / $165KEKM
Available at $20 each [ $16 for Friends of SCO

BERFFNERRRZIR
Musical Adventures with Quek Quek

diobook -
for childrert : :
MNMusical

Adventuwies

The SCO team.

FEIRFO R BIEEISIE LMFNERRRZIR! Ei L, INBARESIMRITFZ AR H—ERRIUFHR
BRI R ! RIBHINKERBERZIDH/IVNRERE REMBROZIER S, HHE—k
CD, /NAKRIEEEBIEBR, BRIARINRER!

B R # hn 3
A Voyage Around Singapore

Dizcover the Saundy of Join Adventurer Quek Quek on four magical adventures and meet wonderful characters along the way in this new
the Chinese Orchesira

audio book box-set with a bonus CD included! Based on SCO’s popular The Little Adventurer series of concerts, it

EREEER

introduces young readers to the Chinese Orchestra in a fun and engaging way!

:on7EIAE2BRE
Jul = Dec 2017 Concert Season FKENS3S / $34F KM

Available at $38 each [ $34 for Friends of SCO

Tiesrg, ks W
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The Glorious Lion City — Compositions by Law Wai Lun

R ER

Music Director: Tsung Yeh

FHERFHRS HONFERTE CEWIR) KT ZELETINECAEHRME, EheEEai
IEFAER (EFS5ITF) « BN (R MMRIEZASIEHIERFEHE (RN . E25HTF
TR LRI (EXEEMERE) tOERBERKNEE B!

Renowned Singaporean composer Law Wai Lun collaborates with SCO in the album, The Glorious Lion City. From

L HEURE
The Glorinu5§

depicting Singapore’s history in Prince Sang Nila Utama Singa to the familiar tune of Home and The Celestial Web which is
based on a poem by iconic Singapore artist Tan Swie Hian, this album features music rich in local flavour. Robert Fernando’s

rendition of Medley of National Day Theme Songs will surely arouse your strong passion for the nation!

FEESEHlERETIREESSHCN. MeonEs AR FaH BN

Tickets on sale st SITIC e tistic.com.sg 6348 sers) Enfoy £5% dacoant from 25 My 2077 15 1 Juma 3c10* FKEMNS20 / $16FK-EM
S 1 % Available at $20 each / $16 for Friends of SCO
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