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Hits of Chinese Music is a new series of concerts which
will present classic Chinese music pieces through the
four respective sections of the orchestra. SCO woodwind
section will kickstart this series with pieces such as
Red Blossoms Abound, Journey to Gusu, Jianghe Waters,
Hundred Birds Worshipping the Phoenix, The Phoenix
Spreads its Wings, Salesman Comes to Village and more,
performed in chamber and orchestra format.

BREN /BE BF Dizi: FEBH Yin Zhi Yang, #1574 Lim Sin Yeo, B Zeng Zhi,

Music Director / &t & Tan Chye Tiong, X # Phang Thean Siong

Conductor: % Sheng: B Guo Chang Suo, #5i&# Cheng Ho Kwan Kevin

ZEH Tsung Yeh Wil Suona: #itEX Jin ShiYi, & Chang Le, &7 Meng Jie, F3T Liu Jiang
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Z (RN SISTIC U 28)

Ticket Prices (exclude SISTIC fee)

$70, $50, $30/$15*
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*Concession (Full time students, NSF and senior citizens aged 55 years & above)
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Tel: +65 6348 5555
www.sistic.com.sg
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Our Vision

We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra
with a uniquely Singaporean character

Our Mission
To inspire Singapore and the World with our music

Our Values

Strive for excellence in our performances
Committed to teamwork

Open to innovation and learning
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Approximate concert duration: 2 hours.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in 1997,
is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese orchestra.
SCO, made up of more than 8o musicians, occupies the
Singapore Conference Hall, which is a national monument.
With Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong as its patron, SCO takes
on the twin role of preserving traditional arts and culture and
establishing its unique identity through the incorporation of
Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster
presentations and is fast establishing itself around the world.
In 2002, it staged a symphonic fantasy epic Marco Polo and
Princess Blue as part of the opening festival of Esplanade —
Theatres on the Bay. The following year, SCO produced a
musical and visual conversation with Singapore’s most eminent
multi-disciplinary artist Tan Swie Hian at the Singapore Arts
Festival 2003. SCO celebrated Singapore’s 39th National Day
in 2004 with a spectacular concert — Our People, Our Music —
featuring 2,400 local music enthusiasts at the Singapore Indoor
Stadium. In 2005, it produced a mega musical production,
Admiral of the Seven Seas, as part of the Singapore Arts Festival
2005. In 2007, SCO was part of the 240-strong combined
orchestra that performed at the Singapore National Day
Parade. In the Singapore Arts Festival 2008, SCO joined
hands with Theatreworks to present the ground-breaking
production Awaking, which brought together Kunqu opera
music and Elizabethan music. In 2009, SCO made history
by becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the
opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010,
performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility,
SCO has performed at numerous prestigious events such as
the World Economic Forum and International Summit of
Arts Council in 2003, and the 2006 International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Annual Meeting.

SCO has toured various countries and cities including Beijing,
Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou, Macau, Hungary and
England. Recently in May 2014, SCO performed at the Shanghai
Spring International Music Festival and in Suzhou to celebrate
the Singapore-Suzhou Industrial Park’s 2oth anniversary. In
October 2015, SCO performed two concerts in Hong Kong at
the Tsuen Wan Town Hall and Hong Kong Cultural Centre.
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Commissioned by Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth
as part of the Titian Budaya Singapore cultural season in Kuala
Lumpur, SCO also held its debut concert in Malaysia at the
iconic Petronas Twin Towers. These international platforms
provided SCO with the opportunities to showcase its talents
and music, propelling it to the forefront of the international
music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra, SCO
widens its outreach by performing regularly at various national
parks, communities and schools. SCO also commissions its
own compositions and organised the Singapore International
Competition for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC)
in 20006, 2011 and 2015 respectively. The competition aims to
promote compositions that incorporate music elements from
Southeast Asia, also known as “Nanyang music”.

In 2012, SCO organised Singapore’s first 23-day National
Chinese Orchestra Marathon, a spectacular feat that drew the
participation of 31 local Chinese orchestras which participated
with over 44 performances and an audience of 20,000. On 28
June 2014, SCO created history through the second instalment
of Our People Our Music by creating two Guinness World
Records and three Singapore Book of Records with 4,557
performers at the National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub.
It is with this vision that SCO continues to inspire, influence,
educate and communicate through its music.



R -8RE2E

Tsung Yeh — Music Director
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Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO)
as Music Director in January 2002. Under his direction,
SCO expanded its repertoire with innovative works such as
Marco Polo and Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic, Instant is
a Millennium — A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian,
The Grandeur of Tang, Thunderstorm, Admiral of the Seven Seas
and Awaking. In Awaking, he melded Shakespeare and Tang
Xianzu’s plays into one, elevating Chinese orchestral music to
a higher level. In 2013, Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural
Medallion, the highest accolade in the arts. He is also the advisor
to the Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra.

As Music Director of Singapore’s National Day Parade 2007,
Tsung Yeh conceptualised a symphonic music structure with
supreme, textured virtuosity that incensed the national pride
in the air. 240 musicians from the SCO, Singapore Symphony
Orchestra, Singapore Armed Forces Central Band, Malay and
Indian ensemble, Nanyin ensemble and a chorus performed
under his baton before an audience of 27,000 and millions
of television viewers. In 2004 and 2014, Tsung Yeh directed
two mega orchestra concerts at the Singapore Indoor Stadium
and National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub respectively, of
which, 2014’s concert of 4,557 musicians broke 2 Guinness
World Records and 3 Singapore Book of Records.

Tsung Yeh has brought SCO internationally and developed
the special artistic identity of SCO through the orchestra’s
sound and texture, comprising of East and West and Nanyang
heritage, which is unique to SCO. In March and April 2003,
he led the orchestra on a tour to Europe at Barbican Centre in
London, The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival.
In October 2007, SCO performed at the Beijing Music Festival,
China Shanghai International Arts Festival, Macau International
Music Festival, as well as at major concert halls in Guangzhou,
Zhongshan and Shenzhen. In August 2009, SCO made history
by becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the
opening week of the Edinburgh Festival.

Tsung Yeh was the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony
Orchestra (SBSO) in the United States from 1988 to 2016.
In 1995, he was honoured with the ASCAP Award with the
South Bend Symphony Orchestra. Upon his retirement from
SBSO, Tsung Yeh was presented the “Sagamore of the Wabash
Award” from the Indiana State — the highest honour given by
the Indiana Governor, Mike Pence. 7 May 2016 was proclaimed
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“Tsung Yeh Day” by the Mayor of the South Bend City,
Pete Buttigieg. Tsung Yeh is presently designated as the Conductor
Laureate by the South Bend Symphony Orchestra Association.

As part of the Conductors’ Mentor Programme sponsored
by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, he worked with Music
Director Daniel Barenboim and Principal Guest Conductor
Pierre Boulez. Tsung Yeh was formerly the Music Director of
the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra and Hong Kong
Sinfonietta, and the Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor of
the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra. He served as Resident
Conductor of Florida Orchestra and was the Principal Guest
Conductor of Albany Symphony Orchestra of New York.

Tsung Yeh has collaborated with reputable international
orchestras including Chicago, San Francisco, Minnesota, Tucson
and New Haven Symphony Orchestra; Radio France, Calgary
and Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra; and orchestras in
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong, Taipei,
Tokyo and Yokohama. He has also conducted orchestras in
Poland, Russia and the Czech Republic. As a recording artist,
Tsung Yeh has made various recordings under the HUGO,
Delos and Naxos labels.

Tsung Yeh is a distinguished professor at the China Conservatory
of Music and guest professor at the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music. He has taught conducting workshops hosted by
the Conductors Guild, The League of American Orchestras
and the Musik Hochschule of Zurich and is also active in
conducting masterclasses in Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Singapore. His new appointments in recent years
include the Principal Guest Conductor of the China National
Traditional Orchestra, Artistic Committee Member of the
Jiangsu Centre for the Performing Arts and Senior Researcher of
the He Luting Chinese Music Research Institute of the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music.
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Liu Chiang-Pin — Conductor
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Liu Chiang-Pin is currently the music director and conductor
of the Hsinchu Youth Chinese Orchestra and Hsinchu City
Youth Chinese Orchestra, which he has led on successful
performance tours to Japan and China from 2009 to 2017.

Liu Chiang-Pin studied conducting with conductor
Huang Xiaotong. In 2010, Liu Chiang-Pin was awarded the
prize of “Outstanding Performance and Excellent Conducting”
by the mayor of Hsinchu City, and he was included in the list
of Hsinchu’s “Top 100 Artists”. Liu Chiang-Pin was received
the “Meritorious Service Award of Arts Educator” in 2002.
In recent years, Liu Chiang-Pin has also organised numerous
international performing arts festivals as well as the “Hsinchu
Chinese Music Festival” from 2011 to 2015 and 2017.

Liu Chiang-Pin has been a guest conductor of the Taipei
Chinese Orchestra, Kaohsiung City Chinese Orchestra,
China National Orchestra, China Broadcasting Traditional
Orchestra, Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Tianjin Traditional
Chinese Orchestra, Guangdong National Orchestra of
China, Zhejiang Traditional Chinese Orchestra, Shanxi
Chinese Orchestra, Henan National Music Orchestra,
Jilin Provincial Chinese Orchestra, Chongqing Folk Music
Orchestra, and Baotou Chinese Orchestra.
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Zhou Ruo Yu - Erhu
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Zhou Ruo Yu was born in Jiangsu, Nanjing, and started
learning erhu under the tutelage of Professor Qi Jian Da
at the age of seven. In 1996, she successfully enrolled into
the affiliated Middle School of the China Conservatory
of Music and continued her practice under the tutelage
of Professor Duan Yong Qiang. Zhou Ruo Yu won the
“Liu Mingyuan” Scholarship in 2000. Next year, she was
awarded the first prize at the 4th “Tianhua Cup” National
Erhu Competition.

In 2002, Zhou Ruo Yu graduated as a top student and was
awarded with the first class scholarship to enter the China
Conservatory of Music Instrumental Department, under
the tutelage of Professor Zhang Zun Lian. She was awarded
the honour of “Three Model Students” of Beijing during
her academic years. Zhou Ruo Yu is a frequent winner at
erhu competitions. In 2003, she was awarded the Bronze
Award in the 3rd Erhu Competition at the Chinese “Golden
Bell Award” for Music. In 2005, she was also awarded the
second prize at the “Zhonglu Cup” International Erhu
Competition. Zhou Ruo Yu was admitted to study for a
master’s degree in the same year.
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Chen I-Chien - Liugin
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Chen I-Chien was admitted to the music class at the Guangren
Elementary School to learn music at the age of 10. She started
learning liugin with Chen Yung-Hsin, and later with Kuo Lan-Li,
Cheng Tsui-Ping, and Ruan Shi Chun. She started learning
pipa at the age of 16 with Chi Yung-Pin and subsequently with
Luo Shu-Hung and Wong Ching-Ping.

In 1996, she graduated from the Chinese Music Department
at the Chinese Culture University, and subsequently she
received her Master of Arts Degree in Liuqin Performance
in 1998. In 2007, she collaborated with the Sizhukong
Jazz Ensemble, recording numerous new works in the
Sizhukong, which was being shortlisted for the Best
Instrumental Album Award at the Golden Melody Awards
in 2008. From 2008 to 2009, she produced a series of
concerts showcasing plucked string instruments. In 2016,
she was the producer, composer and arranger for the album
Music of the Chinese Lutes by the Chinese Plucked String
Ensemble of the Tainan National University of the Arts,
which had one of its pieces Dragon Boat shortlisted for the
Best Creation Award for the Traditional Arts and Music at
the 27th Golden Melody Awards.

In recent years, she has composed numerous liuqin solo
works such as Autumn, Tian Hei Hei Capriccio, Formosa,
Tou Cheng Street; as well as pieces for plucked string
ensembles Dragon Boat, New Variations on Plum Blossoms
and A Conversation Between God and Man. Besides presenting
solo recitals, she is also frequently invited to collaborate
in the creation and performance of new contemporary
works. She has also garnered critical acclaim for concerto
performances on the liugin and zhongruan with numerous
orchestras, such as the Taipei Chinese Orchestra, Kaohsiung
City Chinese Orchestra, and Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra.

She is currently an Associate Professor at the Tainan
National University of the Arts and music director of
the Contemporary Artists Ensemble. She was previously
a liugin performer and an Acting Concertmaster of the
Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, and a Concertmaster of
the Taipei Liuqin Ensemble.
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Sui Li Jun

Guandong Overture
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Guandong, a region in China’s northeastern region, is home to vast landscapes and rich resources.
Northeastern musical styles are rich in earthy flavour and have proven extremely popular over time.
Commissioned by the Taiwan Hsinchu Youth Chinese Orchestra, this piece draws upon musical genres
of the Northeast, using the suona as the main instrumental role, incorporated with modern orchestration
techniques and rhythms while retaining the folk spirit. Guandong Overture is a majestic and expansive
work for the orchestra, which was originally named The Wind City Overture.
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Sui Li Jun (b.1952) is a National Class One Composer in China, who graduated from the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music, Folk Instrumental Studies, in 19777 under the tutelage of famous suona master
Ren Tong Xiang. In 1989, he graduated from the Central Conservatory of Music, Composition Studies.
Sui Li Jun is currently vice-chairman of the Musicians’ Association of Heilongjiang Province, chairman
of the Heilongjiang Folk Philharmonic Orchestra and vice-president of the Heilongjiang Opera and
Dance Theatre. Sui Li Jun has won numerous awards over the years and his representative works include
Song of the Black Earth, The North-easterly Wind, Guandong Overture and Tune of God.
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Lo Leung Fai
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The composer utilises various tones and harmonies to describe a romantic autumn scene of maple leaves
he encountered during his honeymoon in Japan. The composition was divided into three melodic sections.
The first section, Red Maple, makes use of the chords and tremolos to depict the touching progression
of maple leaves turning from green to yellow and red. Descending tremolos can be heard at the second
section, Dancing Maple, coupled with cross-string techniques to mimic the gradual falling of maple
leaves when the autumn wind blows. Finally the third section, The Way Home, illustrates the composer’s
reluctance to leave the beautiful scene that has captivated him. Autumn has thus become a season
to look forward to.
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Lo Leung Fai (b. 1938) graduated from China’s Tianjin Conservatory of Music. He migrated to Hong
Kong in the late 19770s where he was a musician with the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra. He has served
as the Associate Conductor as well as the Deputy Principal of Taipei Chinese Orchestra. Lo Leung Fai
currently teaches at the Chinese Music Department of Taiwan’s Chinese Culture University. His
large-scale works include Gong Shang Jue Zhi Yu, Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter, The Wine Song and
Memories of Childhood.
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AREF, X EPES , —RWEHRARMAIEITS, 5 <BETIN> FAMHE ZFiHMH. AREFH
BZR, BRZREMN=EE, BUAEH, £R ‘Az’  ALEX, ZREFEREHRRLE,
BOHEFH, EREZERE, NEXTHRE, FHlHHE, BR—. BRZREKEFERAFLE
i, R NE ERH FE. BERREHRE, NBRE TEES, 2EXRUEIL, KRieHK,
ZRBERFDIFELLAT RESEREIRE, FIUERA ‘BRES  AHIMBERBER, Bl
AR ZH— «ERESF Ao

This piece, also known as the “Lord Husband”, together with "Field Marshall" are known as the mastery
of opera. The Lord of Western Qin refers to Emperor Xuan Zong of China’s Tang Dynasty. His 30-year
reign was an era of enlightenment, known as the Kai Yuan period. As the years went by, Xuan Zong started
to indulge in song and dance, building stages in the palace, and gathering artistes to compose and perform.
This led to a period of artistic excellence and Xuan Zong thus became known as the patriarch of opera
and revered as a deity of music. Later in his reign, the Emperor doted on the Concubine Yang Gui Fei and
spent his days in revelry. He neglected the country and, An Lu Shan, a military leader rose in rebellion.
The capital, Chang-an, fell and the Emperor fled to the western province of Sichuan, passing the throne to
the Crown Prince. Xuan Zong spent the rest of his life in Sichuan. This piece draws its roots from operatic
music and is hence titled “The Lord of Western Qin”.

FE1E (£T19824) B3I R, 2000 ERFMTFHERIITEIER . T2003FE U KEEESY 73K
YESREEFRIMELLEEE, REABL REHREZBEZAETREREREMEMAL. «<FIv 5
KRS EEEEY F2004 K 2005 F K BRI — L EES L. 2004 FFENEB L ERKREZFTREM L. 2014FF
EEZHERFIEFESRESERBELZA, ITAARKEREA. BIZRASEEARAKREZRNELE.

Lu Yun (b.1982) began her music education at childhood and in the year 2000, learnt music composition
under the tutelage of Hung Chung-Kun. She won the first prize in Chinese Music Competition
(the Council for Cultural Affairs, Taiwan) with The Lord of Western Qin in 2003, before being shortlisted
for the Best Composer Award in the Traditional and Art Music Category of the 16th Golden Melody Awards
in the following year. She then won the same competition again in 2004 and 2005 with Lang Sai and
The Collection of Masks. Lu Yun studied her Master’s degree in music at the National Taiwan University
of Arts in 2004 under the guidance of Zhou Long and Chen Yi. She then received her Doctor of Musical
Arts degree in composition at the University of Missouri in Kansas City in 2014. Lu Yun is the Assistant
Professor at the Tainan National University of the Arts.
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Liugin and Orchestra: Courtyard After the Rain St e Sl Cliggg T
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Ode to the Sun Wang Dan Hong

REEAWMUSEEBRRREM, ERELURNEFESRER, RA-GEAMNXTE, RREESH
WA AR EREE. MERNFILZIAEK RS, NHERENZRENERET, ERFHERERE
EMS5FEH FELBERRE, NERFPUEXEMRREBMAETXE RS K LUEHRZHZE
Eif RE AR, SRR, MEARRNRREIANT-LER, BHNEBRECARESHE.

Composed by Taiwanese husband-and-wife composers, this piece depicts the arrival of rain when the
couple was playing with their dog in the courtyard of their San Francisco home. The beautiful sight from
the porch - a rainbow magically appearing in the swimming pool after the rain; the blossoming of flowers
in the courtyard; and the dewdrops on the grass - inspired this work. The refreshingly alternative approach
to this traditional piece, with its rich Western compositional style and its invigorating, romantic mood will
leave the listener both intoxicated and in awe.

HXK (ET19584F) ALKRMBIEH. FEER, AMEHEREERFSEEK. 1979F R1981FE 5 53K
PREREHEBLZEER ZEFREIER, 1986 FERFENZRE. 1990ERBE28FBHERE AN

BEMEM GEETFY « KHRERY « ALY« «BTIBEMY . KKIFFET 5, EATMEA
EFREEHZZ 8B

Su Wen-Cheng (b.1958) is a leading composer and conductor. He is currently Chairman of Taiwan’s
Society of Chinese Music. In 1979 and 1981, he won the Chinese Music Composition Award of the Taiwan
Education Ministry’s Art Creation Awards. He was awarded China’s Literature and Art Medal in 1986 and
was named one of China’s the top 10 outstanding youth in 1990. His works such as The Swallow, Courtyard
after the Rain, The Cowherd and the Weaving Girl, Capriccio Taiwan, and The Legend of Feng Shi Ye are
commonly regarded as classics for Chinese orchestras around Asia.

P (£F1964%F) HAEATEFELBBERK. ALNEERNFALK PEFEVFRRAEE
FELHE, £2EF NEEFEEHUTE, ATEXUREREMEBELIR. EHRBEM FIE ZITR
HESKEEIBR, EP «(RIES> BABE+=REZBZASTREHWE.

Cheng Tsui-Ping (b. 1964) is currently vice-chairman of the Taiwan Chinese Music Association and music
director of the Taipei Liugin Ensemble. She graduated from the Soochow University with a Master’s Degree
in Vocal Performance and has been involved in music education for decades. She is currently an adjunct
Assistant Professor at the Chinese Culture University. She has published the teaching material for music,
as well as released and produced numerous albums, including Starry Night which was shortlisted in the
Traditional and Art Music category of the 23rd Golden Melody.
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EIZIRIEmR «KPEND> , EFEAMRREEMLZRMA. BI. Skl BE. KEHONSREHRINR
AT—RELS kMR RE. FREFRBHEBARBEXLSR. RENERARSBEHENSE,
RRTHHARE EANEEEHSERYNEGNE.

Ode to the Sun is a Chinese orchestral piece that draws on indigenous folk elements of the Bayu area. Its
four movements depict the landscape of the mountains and rivers of Sichuan. The work is rich in Bayu
charm and culture, and evokes deep inner emotions with majestic poise, reflecting the broader spirit and
stronger life force of the working people.

FFALI (£TF19814F) EFELR R ATROEREBRRZz—, 2P RERFAKAEHR. TEERE:
B REMR CREREY « £/ 193525  KMEME GRAWFMZHENEY « RIFETZER «<ZLUERY
HENEM G . HERNLEEREES, FSERCRAZSKREANREME . ITLER, e
LRHE, AFEERRMRLESSL, UREFSE AL “TEL”.

Wang Dan Hong (b.1981) is one of the most active young composers in China today and the composer-in-
residence of China National Traditional Orchestra. Her works include Swirling Fragrance (orchestral work),
Dance of 1935 (dance drama), Soul of the Land: Arching Flames and Smoke (symphonic chorus), Chinese
orchestral works Remote Mountains in the Clouds, Rhapsody (yangqin concerto) etc. In recent years, she
has won numerous awards for her works, including the highest honour from the National Competition for
Symphonic Works and the governmental highest award — Wen Hua Award.
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