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It was with great sadness and much pain to bid farewell to our founding
prime minister Lee Kuan Yew on 23 March just as Singapore began to
celebrate the Golden Jubilee. The nation went into mourning. More than
1.65 million people nationwide congregated at the Padang. It was a show
of spirit and mass grief, as tributes after tributes were paid to the late
Mr Lee, with night-long queues waiting to pay their last respects. The
stoicism of the nation’s people braving wind and rain to say goodbye to
their former leader was certainly a moving scene; a moment of historical
significance as well as of heart and soul. Lee Kuan Yew may have passed
away but what he has created through his life, and for Singapore, will
ensure that his name lives on.

In the face of such a tremendous moment, SCO gets ready to perform
the most poignant music repertoire through our concerts to show our
deepest respect and admiration for this great man through music. Lee
Kuan Yew occupies a special place in our hearts as the father of modern
Singapore. Without him, Singapore would not be what it is in the 21
century, and in all likelihood there would be no thriving SCO today.
We would not be able to enjoy the sparkling facilities of the Singapore
Conference Hall which we call our home, and from which we promote,
popularize and develop Chinese music initiatives. We would not have
had the opportunity to introduce Chinese orchestral music on such a
large scale to wider populations, and move existing listeners and new
audiences alike to seek deeper understandings of Chinese culture.

As Singapore’s flagship Chinese orchestra and only national institution
of its type and ambition, we spare no effort in promoting Chinese
music, while injecting into the genre our own elements of local culture.
We strive to become an iconic symbol of our young nation’s national
heritage. In preparing for our golden jubilee celebrations, we bring
together a multitude of ideas, creative expression and cultural diversity
in inspiration of our founding father’s pioneering spirit. We play for the
people, we forge new bonds and tackle challenges of social harmony
through music. In the upcoming concert season, you will hear SCO
perform at its highest standard and doing its utmost to hone creative
energies in the name of the nation’s 50™ anniversary celebrations.

SCO'’s rapid progress in less than two short decades was possible with
the support from the state and also from corporate benefactors. We are
grateful for the faith they have in us. Here, on behalf of all my colleagues
in SCO, we would like congratulate our Board Chairman Mr Patrick Lee,
former director Mr Kwee Liong Keng as well as Mrs Dorothy Chan, for
receiving the SGso Outstanding Chinese Business Pioneers Awards.

This issue of Hua Yue will introduce you to our next exciting concert
season. A programme of brilliant performances awaits. Our upcoming
Homecoming concert on 5 & 6 June will feature homegrown successful
local musicians abroad to return and play with us to commemorate
SGso.

We look forward to your support!
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Mr Lee Kuan Yew officiating the opening of the Singapore Conference Hall on 15 October 1965
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During the 1959 general elections, the People’s Action Party (PAP)
proposed to unify the trade union movement as part of its five-year
plan for Singapore. Included in this plan was the promise to build a
headquarters for the unions called Trade Union House. In 1960, the PAP
government set up a planning committee which chose a site on Shenton
Way. Construction of Trade Union House was completed by September
1965 and the S$4 million building was opened by former Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew on 15 October, just two months after Singapore gained
independence.

Since its opening, the building has been the site for many historic
events. In 1971, it hosted the first Commonwealth Heads of Government
Conference. It was also the venue for national events such as the National
Day Award ceremonies and National Day Rally speeches. It was also a
nomination and counting centre during elections, where election results
were announced and post-election press conferences were held.

After extensive renovation works, it was reopened in 2001 as the home
of SCO, now known as the Singapore Conference Hall. On 28 December
2010, the building was gazetted as a national monument. This marked
the first time that the Preservation of Monuments Board had given
this status to a structure built in Singapore’s post-colonial period, an
acknowledgement of its significance in Singapore’s history.

SCO is grateful to Mr Lee for the construction of the Singapore Conference
Hall. Without this home for the then Trade Union House, SCO would not
have this meaningful and symbolic venue to promote Chinese culture and
cultivate the love of music among Singaporeans and to be a world class
and national people’s orchestra.

Thank you, Mr Lee Kuan Yew!

“In memory of Our Founding Prime Minister, Mr Lee Kuan Yew...
His Passion built a Nation,

His Drive and Compassion created the Trade Union and built the Singapore
Conference Hall,

His Legacy, the Singapore Conference Hall, is now the Home of SCO.
Always remembered by the Nation and the People of Singapore!”

Mr Patrick Lee, Chairman of Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Mr Lee Kuan Yew gave his National Day Rally speech at the Singapore Conference Hall in 1985
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SGso Outstanding Chinese Business Pioneers Awards

Singapore International Competition for
Chinese Orchestral Composition 2015
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Singapore International Competition for Chinese Orchestral
Composition 2015 - Award Presentation and Concert

21 Nov 2015 (Sat), 7.30pm, SCO Concert Hall

Ticket Prices: $25, 315 (before SISTIC fee)

Symposium

22 Nov 2015 (Sun), 10am = 5.15pm, SCO Concert Hall
Ticket Price; $5# {Lunch and tea break will be provided)
#Not applicable to discount

www.siccoc.sg

SICCOC INTERVIEW

Wang Chenwei

The Singapore International Competition for Chinese
Orchestral Composition (SICCOC), organised by SCO, is on
its third run this year, following previous competitions in
2006 and 2011. Supported by SCO Patron Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong, the objectives of the SICCOC are to promote
musical creativity, stimulate international awareness and to
establish a repertoire of Nanyang and/or Singapore inspired
Chinese orchestra works.

Open to local and international composers of all nationalities
and ages, winning compositions will be performed by the
SCO at the Prize Presentation Ceremony and Concert on 21
November 2015, and cash prizes of up to SGD 15,000 will also
be awarded. Besides the top 3 Composition Award prizes and
the Nanyang Award, there are 2 awards that are reserved only
for Singaporean composers — the Singaporean Composer
Award and the Young Singaporean Composer Award.

As a significant international music composition competition
based in Singapore, the SICCOC has had a major impact
on the development and growth of the local music scene.
Eric Watson, whose work Tapestries: Time Dances won the
Composition Award 1% Prize in SICCOC 2006, and has been
based in Singapore for over 20 years, shared that having
attended SCO concerts for some time and been “intrigued
with the different sound world”, he took partin the competition
because he had “been wanting to develop my knowledge of
Chinese instruments and music and the competition seemed
an ideal opportunity to engage in some research and provide
an incentive for this”.

Although Eric Watson is English, that did not deter him — “I
am not Chinese and | did not set out to write Chinese music
as such, why should | when there are much better qualified
composers who do? But the Chinese orchestra was the
medium required and is itself a fascinating sound world and
the subject had plenty of latitude for interpretation allowing
me through exploration and experiment to bring some
of the sounds of Southeast Asia, the Nanyang area, to the
composition.”

He also had to “first of all come to an understanding of
what a Nanyang inspired piece might be, particularly from
a Singaporean point of view, so a sense of the history and

Singapore International
Competition for Chinese

knowledge of this whole ‘diasporic’ movement was necessary.
Of course, interpretation of the movement and what it meant
to me as an individual was another thing.”

For Singaporean composer Wang Chen Wei, who won the
Singaporean Composer Award in SICCOC 2006 with his piece
The Sisters’ Islands, the competition has been an important
stepping stone in his compositional career — “the competition
gave me a platform for exchange and learning. | was able to
share my music with more people, especially international
musicians whom | would normally seldom come into contact
with, and also hear how other composers interpret “Nanyang
Music”. The prize | received in 2006 certainly led to more
collaborations with the SCO and also made me more well-
known in the Chinese music scene in Singapore.”

In composing a Nanyang and/or Singapore-inspired Chinese
orchestral piece, Chen Wei feels that “imitating music of the
Nanyang region is only the first step — to go further | have to
extract the essence of Nanyang music and from there explore
my own unique musical language.”

“To write a good Chinese orchestra piece requires precise
understanding of the instruments. Instrumentation of the
Chinese orchestra is much more complicated than that of the
symphony orchestra — every instrument has its own character
and a variety of traditional performance techniques, as well as
its limitations. There are also significant differences between
similar western and Chinese instruments: e.g. the violin is
stronger in its high register while the erhu is weaker in its high
register, or the western flute can trill both whole tone and
semitone intervals on any pitch, while the bamboo flute can
trill only whole tones on some pitches and only semitones on
some pitches.”

Since his last prize in SICCOC 2006, Chen Wei also feels
that he has made progress in his compositional skills, and is
looking forward to presenting new ideas in his new work for
the upcoming SICCOC 2015.

Registration for SICCOC 2015 has closed. Participating scores
must be submitted by 30 June 2015 and finalists will be notified
by mid-August 2015. For more information on this competition,
please contact the SICCOC team at +65 6557 4035 / siccoc@
sco.com.sg
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RHAPSODIES OF SPRING 2015
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SCO'’s annual favourite Rhapsodies of Spring concert featured
local celebrity Marcus Chin, who sang a selection of great
oldies and festive songs on 30 & 31 January. The concert
presented comedy-musical skit titled Filial Piety where Marcus
Chin took on the role of a maid, Maria. Together with stage
performers Lin Ru Ping, Xu Qiong Fang, Chen Ming De and
Zhang Xiong, the skit brought the house down with non-stop
laughter!

In addition to the riotous artistes appearances, SCO sheng
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musician Zhong Zhi Yue, played Xu Chao Ming and Lu Zai Yi's
Blow Lusheng Sing A Good Harvest and Bob Gaudio's Can’t
Take My Eyes Off You. Award-winning director Anthony Chen’s
short movie The Reunion Dinner, completed with SCO playing
the movie's accompanying music, was also featured in this
concert.

At the end of the concert, Marcus Chin led in the finale sing-
along with a medley of Chinese New Year songs, to welcome
the festive season and conclude the successful concert night.

Friends of SCO Gathering

SCO’s annual Friends of SCO gathering was held on 31
January. Close to 200 Friends and guests joined us in this
Chinese New Year celebration, where Marcus Chin appeared
as a star guest to add laughter to the session and gave away
lucky draw prizes to the winners.
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SYCO

DAUNTLESS SPIRIT 2015

SHowcASED THE SPIRIT oF CHINESE

ORCHESTRA Music SUCCESSION

The Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra
(SYCO) stages an annual mega-scale
concert with SCO. This year, on 21
March, at the SCO Concert Hall, SYCO
challenged pieces which illustrate
the cultural dissimilarity in different
regions, such as Dianxi Folk Tunes,
Unforgettable Water Splashing Festival,
Confluence, and The Ceilidh. Music
Director Tsung Yeh, conductors Quek
Ling Kiong and Moses Gay conducted
this concert.

Two SYCO members — Chia Wei Jian

with their outstanding performances!

Looking forward this year, on 24 July
at the Esplanade Concert Hall, SYCO
and the Singapore National Youth
Orchestra (SNYO) will, for the first
time, come together in a joint concert
to celebrate our nation’s golden jubilee!
This concert titled Symphonic Gifts
will perform a myriad of repertoire
ranging from traditional, modern to
East-West fusion compositions. Stay
tuned to this long-awaited and must
watch our very own combined national
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and Yu Man — were the soloists in two  youth orchestras! ticket on sale in june
concertos with SCO in this concert. through SISTIC.

Chia Wei Jian performed Rao Yu Yan’s
zhongruan concerto Love of the Han
Pipa, while Yu Man played Zhao Ji
Ping’s pipa concerto Blessing. The two
young talents wowed the house down

For more information about the SYCO,
please visit www.syco.com.sg.
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Music Director Tsung Yeh
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INTERNSHIP WITH SCO

Internship «wct/ SCO

SCO helps mould our future generation by opening our doors for students to experience us. We hope
to spread the endless possibilities of music and provide the platform for our arts management students
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the best that they can learn from us.

“It was indeed a privilege to have my internship at SCO. SCO
has provided me with numerous opportunities to learn and
participate in the artistic creation process. | feel rewarding
whenever audience gain extra musical knowledge from our
concerts. These feedback from the audience spur the team on
and we are able to produce better concerts in future. | also enjoy
volunteering and taking part in other recreational activities that
SCO organises. They are both meaningful and light-hearted
which enables me to bond with other staff- Everyone in SCO are
generous in sharing their past experiences with me. All in all, the
six months in SCO have created unforgettable memories and |
hope to contribute more for the arts scene in the future!”’
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Shiying (righ'; in the first |;ow) having fun with Education & Outreach team at Pulau Ubin in
search of inspiration.
Ng Shiying, internship from September 2014 to February 2015
(Diploma in Arts Business Management, student from Ngee
Ann Polytechnic.)

“During this internship period, | learnt a lot more than | could
have in school as | was able to see how an arts company operate
and also able to know the job scope of the various departments in
the company. During my internship period, | was assigned to help
out in various events such as outdoor concerts and also big events
such as the annual fund raising concert. It was a privilege for
me to help out in different departments and has allowed me to
gain much more hands on experience which is very different from
studying in school. | would like to thank SCO for the internship
opportunity and | definitely gained a lot of valuable experiences
from working here.”’

Hsien Hean (right) with SCO yanggqin principal and SYCO instructor Qu Jian Qing.

Teiw Hsien Hean, internship from September 2014
to December 2014 (Diploma in Technology and Arts
Management, student from Republic Polytechnic; Percussion
Associate Principal in SYCO)
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This is a special programme that combines a concert hall tour with an open rehearsall Participants will get the chance

to understand the history and architecture of the premises SCO resides in - the Singapore Conference Hall - a historical
landmark which has created historical milestones and a wide spectrum of significant events since 1965. This programme
also provides visitors with an opportunity for SCO and its inner works and gives them an opportunity for enhanced

cultural learning and further music enjoyment of Chinese orchestra music through the open rehearsal.

« Discover the SCO Concert Hall! v Tsung Yeh Quek Ling Kiong Moses Gay
Enhance cultural Ie"rning — . — ' Music Director Resident Conductor Assistant Conductor
Liiflaiit, ¢ & ‘d a’
« Dyration appmximately 2 hoyrs 5 | Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), Singapore’s national Chinese orchestra, celebrates the nation’s golden jubilee with
| i =) a smorgasbord of exciting concerts!
« Yarget audieace; Primar sondary s¢ il
Target dlédlfm e: Primary & sel "!".d‘\'“y school i = 51— H SCO opens the season expressing the highest respect to Lee Kuan Yew with a special concert: Towards the Future — SCO
students (Max 40 studeats per visit) | s gLl L A | Celebrates SGs0 on 3 July at Esplanade Concert Hall, The commemoration continues on 8 August where SCO will celebrate
. s amidst fireworks at Singapore’s iconic the Marina Bay Sands Waterfront Promenade with a splendid concert as part of
* Interested t" engage SCO! National Day ce[ebratiois? ’ é g
Contact: (Ms) Lim Hui Min
6557 4039 . This year, SCO wears the hat as a national cultural ambassador for the arts, as it sets off to two overseas concerts in
o i ¥ October and December to Hong Kong and Kuala Lumpur respectively with the best of SCO’s uniquely Singapore
hmlimesco.com.sg S : '.T' = repertoire.
« Lligible for Tote Board RArt Grant to supsidise ¢ ESSEEE == rh_ B RN That’s not all! International artistes including renowned Taiwanese conductor Chen Tscheng-Hsiung, percussionist dame
up to 50% of programme cost Evelyn Glennie, Chinese erhu virtuoso Yu Hong Mei and award-wining pianist Sun Yingdi are just a few of the highlights

for this season. The magnificent classic, the Yellow River Cantata and the grand Yellow River Piano Concerto will also be
another great masterpiece showcase by SCO!

Find a concert you like and experience the unique sounds of the
Singapore Chinese Orchestra! Visit us at www.sco.com.sg!
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vocal: Robert Fe
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Guest Conducto,
r
Che Tsche"’g-Hsiung =

piano: Sun Yingdi

Vocal Band: MICappella Erhu: Yu Hong Me! Soprano: Wu Bixia
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Towards the Future — SCO Celebrates SG5o Yellow River!

3 Jul 2015 (Fri) 14 Aug 2015 (Fri), 8pm

7.30pm 15 Aug 20715 (Sat), 3pm

Esplanade Concert Hall SCO Concert Hall

RISERAL —HSI

Symphonic Gifts Unforgettable Tunes I

24 Jul 2015 (Fri) 22 Aug 2015 (Sat)

7.30pm 8pm

Esplanade Concert Hall SCO Concert Hall

EBME - FREBSHMKERR EfRERAREE: HEIDE

Harmonies from Taiwan — Chen Tscheng-Hsiung and SCO International Masters Showcase: Strumming Heartstrings
25 Jul 2015 (Sat) 4 & 5 Sep 2015 (Fri & Sat)

8pm 8pm

SCO Concert Hall SCO Concert Hall

RESFE: MK EREASHINEZAZR: ERTFR EBZARDEREANR - RIBEFR

SCO Campus Rhapsody: SCO & SOTA: Beyond Music Esplanade’s Chinese Chamber Music — Sounds of Sheng

4 Aug 2015 (Tue) oN! 9 Sep 2015 (Wed)
7.30pm FREE ADMISSIO™ 7.30pm
Concert Hall, School of The Arts (SOTA)

Esplanade Recital Studio

RIMERK2015
SCO Concert by the Bay

8 Aug 2015 (Sat) ) e ADMISSlo“!
7.30pm

Marina Bay Sands Waterfront Promenade, Event Plaza

Notice:
Singapore Conference Hall’s parking is closed.
Alternative parking are available at the URA open carpark (Prince Edward Road), AXA Tower and Bestway Building.

MR ARZ2EEFE XA,
HHE{EZEHTE Prince Edward Road HIEEXR URA 2%, AXA Tower LUKk Bestway Building {£Z1%,
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O Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited V Ingapore

) 7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810 Prestige
SCo Email: sco@sco.com.sg Brand Award 14

TR, WWW.SCO.COM.S
.$C0.CcOM.Sg Winner, SPBA - Special Mert



