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Our Vision
We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra
with a uniquely Singaporean character

Our Mission
To inspire Singapore and the World with our music

Our Values

Strive for excellence in our performances
Committed to teamwork

Open to innovation and learning
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Inaugurated in 1997, the 85-musician Singapore Chinese
Orchestra (SCO) is Singapore’s only professional Chinese
orchestra as well as a flagship local arts group. Its patron is
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong. Taking on the twin role
of preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing
new frontiers through the incorporation of Southeast
Asian cultural elements, its home is the Singapore
Conference Hall.

Since its inception, SCO has impressed a broadening
audience with its blockbuster presentations and is fast
establishing itself among its counterparts around the world.
In 2002, it staged a symphonic fantasy epic Marco Polo and
Princess Blue as part of the opening festival of Esplanade

— Theatres on the Bay. The following year, SCO produced

a musical and visual conversation with Singapore’s most
eminent multi-disciplinary artist Tan Swie Hian at the
Singapore Arts Festival 2003. The orchestra celebrated
Singapore’s 39th National Day in 2004 with a spectacular
concert — Our People, Our Music — featuring 2,400 local
music enthusiasts at the Singapore Indoor Stadium. In
2005, it produced a mega musical production, Admiral

of the Seven Seas, as part of the Singapore Arts Festival
2005. In 2007, SCO was part of the 240-strong combined
orchestra that performed at the Singapore National Day
Parade. In the Singapore Arts Festival 2008, SCO joined
hands with Theatreworks to present the ground-breaking
production Awaking, which brought together Kunqu opera
music and Elizabethan music. In 2009, SCO made history
by becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in

the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010,
performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and
versatility, the SCO has performed at numerous
prestigious events such as the World Economic Forum and
International Summit of Arts Council in 2003, and the
2006 International Monetary Fund (IMF) Annual Meeting.
The orchestra also toured Beijing, Shanghai and Xiamen
in 1998 and Taiwan in 2000. In 20053, it performed at

the Budapest Spring Festival and the Singapore Season

in London and Gateshead. In 2007, SCO performed at

the Beijing Music Festival, the Singapore Season in the
China Shanghai International Arts Festival, and the Macau
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International Music Festival. In May 2014, SCO was invited
to perform at the Shanghai Spring International Music
Festival and in Suzhou to celebrate the Singapore-Suzhou
Industrial Park’s 20th anniversary. These international
platforms provided SCO with the opportunities to showcase
its talents, propelling it to the forefront of the international
music arena.

In line with its vision to be a world-renowned people’s
orchestra, SCO widens its outreach by performing regularly
at various national parks, communities and schools. SCO
also commissions its own compositions and in 2006 and
2011, organised the Singapore International Competition
for Chinese Orchestral Composition that incorporates
Nanyang musical elements from Southeast Asia. In 2012,
SCO organised Singapore’s first 23-day National Chinese
Orchestra Marathon, a spectacular feat that drew the
participation of 31 local Chinese orchestras participated
with over 44 performances and an audience of 20,000.
On 28 June 2014, SCO created history through the second
instalment of Our People Our Music by breaking two
Guinness World Records with the Largest Chinese Drum
Ensemble of 4,557 performers and the Largest Chinese
Orchestra of 3,558 performers at the National Stadium,
Singapore Sports Hub. It is with this vision that SCO
continues to inspire, influence, educate and communicate
through its music.
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director
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Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO)
as Music Director in January 2002. Under his direction,
SCO expanded its repertoire with innovative works such as
Marco Polo and Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic, Instant is
a Millennium — A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian,
The Grandeur of Tang, Thunderstorm, Admiral of the Seven
Seas and Awaking. In Awaking, he melded Shakespeare and
Tang Xianzu’s plays into one, elevating Chinese orchestral
music to a higher level.

As Music Director of Singapore’s National Day Parade
2007, Tsung Yeh conceptualised a symphonic music
structure with supreme, textured virtuosity that incensed
the national pride in the air. 240 musicians from the SCO,
Singapore Symphony Orchestra (SSO), Singapore Armed
Forces (SAF) Central Band, Malay and Indian ensemble,
Nanyin ensemble and a chorus performed under his
baton before an audience of 27,000 and millions of
television viewers.

His perseverance and diligence have brought SCO’s
performances to new heights, both musically and technically.
Between March and April 2003, he led the orchestra on

a tour to Europe at Barbican Center in London, The Sage
Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival. In October
2007, SCO performed at the Beijing Music Festival, China
Shanghai International Arts Festival, Macau International
Music Festival, as well as at major concert halls in
Guangzhou, Zhongshan and Shenzhen. In August 2009,
SCO made history by becoming the first Chinese orchestra
to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival.
Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural Medallion in 2013,

the highest award given in the field of the arts in Singapore.

Tsung Yeh is also the Music Director of the South Bend
Symphony Orchestra in the United States. In 1995, he was
honoured with the ASCAP Award together with the South
Bend Symphony Orchestra. In addition, he has served as
the Music Director of the Hong Kong Sinfonietta.

As part of the Conductors’ Mentor Programme sponsored
by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, he worked with Music
Director Daniel Barenboim and Principal Guest Conductor
Pierre Boulez. In April 1991, he replaced the indisposed
Barenboim at short notice. He is also the former Music
Director of the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra
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and Hong Kong Sinfonietta, and the Exxon/Arts
Endowment Conductor of the Saint Louis Symphony
Orchestra. He served as Resident Conductor of Florida
Orchestra and was the Principal Guest Conductor of Albany
Symphony Orchestra of New York. He is the Principal
Conductor of the Hua Xia Ensemble in Beijing and is

one of the founders of the Shanghai New Ensemble.

Tsung Yeh started learning the piano at the age of five. He
began his study of conducting at the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music in 1979, and two years later won a full scholarship
to the Mannes College of Music in New York where he
received the Academic Excellence Award upon graduation.
In 1983, he began his post-graduate study at Yale University
under Otto Werner-Mueller. He also studied conducting
with Max Rudolf, Leonard Slatkin, Murry Sidlin, Sidney
Harth, Han Zhong Jie, Huang Yi Jun and Cao Peng.

In May 2001, Tsung Yeh conducted the Paris-Shanghai
Duplex Concert — a collaboration of the French National
Symphony Orchestra and Shanghai Broadcasting Orchestra
— that was broadcast via satellite to millions of viewers in
Europe and Asia. His previous engagements include San
Francisco, Tucson and New Haven Symphonies, Calgary
and Rochester Philharmonic, and orchestras from

Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong,
Taipei, Taichung, Japan, France, Poland, Russia and

Czech Republic.

With his growing reputation as a conducting teacher,

Tsung Yeh is currently guest professor in both the China
and Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has been one of
the Artistic Directors of the Symphonic Workshop Ltd in the
Czech Republic since 1992, and has also taught conducting
workshops hosted by the Conductors Guild, The League of
American Orchestras and the Musik Hochschule of Zurich.
As a recording artist, Tsung Yeh has made various recordings
under the HUGO, Delos and Naxos labels.
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Wang Da Hao — Dongxiao
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Born in 1964 in Quanzhou, Fujian, Wang Da Hao
started his music career as a Nanyin performer in

1979. He is currently a designated holder of UNESCO’s
Intangible Cultural Heritage with a specialism in Nanyin,
representing Fujian Province. Wang Da Hao is a member
of the Chinese Musicians Association and the China
Artists Association, a committee member of the Chinese
Bamboo Flute Association. He is also vice-president of
the Fujian Southern Xiao (Flute) Association, committee
member of the World Nanyin Association, president of
the Professional Nanyin Committee of the Quanzhou
Performing Arts Association, and an adjunct professor at
Quanzhou Normal University.

Over 35 years of work he has represented Quanzhou,
singing for many state leaders and taking part in
important cultural and diplomatic exchanges. Wang

Da Hao played important roles in the campaign for the
proclamation of Nanyin on UNESCO’s list of Intangible
Cultural Heritage, and also — through a Korean exhibition
performance — for Quanzhou to be branded Cultural
Capital of East Asia. His performances in China and
overseas have been acknowledged both by the
Communist Party of China and artists and academics
around the world.

Wang Da Hao has performed many times with the Central
Chinese Orchestra, the Singapore Chinese Orchestra, the
China National Orchestra, Han Tang Yuefu in Taiwan and
the Xin Xin Nanyin Band in Taiwan. He has also recorded
on multiple albums. In 2006, Wang Da Hao held a solo
recital, and in 2014 released a solo dongxiao album,
Meditation, celebrating 35 years of his musical career. In
the same year, Wang Da Hao won the Gold Award at the
8th Youth Performers’ Competition in Fujian. He is the
author of the Quanzhou Nanyin Dongxiao Guide, and has
published six monographs.
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Wang Yi Ming — Vocal
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Born in Quanzhou, Fujian, in 1987, Wang Yi Ming is an
outstanding Nanyin singer who holds lecturing positions
at the Peiyuan Middle School Centre for the Arts in
Quanzhou, and the Jinjiang City Nanyin Arts Troupe.
Wang Yi Ming was born into a Nanyin family, and as a
child was nurtured in the art before taking apprenticeship
with a number of Nanyin masters including Huang Shu
Ying, Su Tong Mou, Su Shi Yong, Li Bai Yan, Zhou Bi Yue
Chen Xia Hong. Their combined tutelage has allowed
Wang Yi Ming to experience a holistic education in various
aspects of Nanyin performance.

Wang Yi Ming won first prize at the 1oth and 11th Nanyin
competition for primary and secondary school students

in Quanzhou, and also the Teng Mah Seng Nanyin
Competition (Youth Category). In 2004, she took the

Hou Baolin Newcomer’s Cup at the China Youth Folk Art
Competition, and later the Silver Place at the 1oth and 11th
Narcissus Drama awards.

She has performed in Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,

the Philippines, Korea, Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan,
receiving good notices for her work. With her father Wang
Da Hao as music director, the younger Wang has released
two solo Nanyin albums, As Father Says and Sounds of the
Jade Flute.
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Chen Juan Juan - dan
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Born in 1967, Chen Juan Juan holds a Class One Artist’s rank
in China and hails from Anhai in Jinjiang. She is a member
of the Fujian Theatre Association and the Chinese Theatre
Association. Upon graduation from the Fujian Art School in
1983 she was deployed to Quanzhou City’s Gaojia Theatre
troupe. She currently holds a senior artist’s position in the
company, specializing in dan roles, teaching and working
with young artists. Juan Juan was a holder of the national
and regional (Fujian) ‘Sanba’ Red Flag designations in 2013,
and a party representative candidate for the Communist Party
of China’s rrth and 18th meetings. Chen Juan Juan was
representative of the city at Quanzhou’s 15th meeting, and has
also represented Fujian province. She is a designated holder
of UNESCO-proclaimed intangible cultural heritage, and
acknowledged as a model worker by the Fujian government.
From 2000 to 2002, Chen Juan Juan entered the state
Chinese Opera Institute to further polish her specialist
skills in theatre and was an exponent of principal dan roles.

Chen Juan Juan has taken on several dan roles in Gaojia
operas. She is famed for an elegant stage manner, and her
voice is known for its sweetness of tone and clarity of diction.
Her commanding approach to theatre has allowed for
accurate and finely-honed characterisations, each portrayed
to great depth and complex subtleties. Over the years Chen
Juan Juan has come to be celebrated for her deeply human,
if larger-than-life interpretations.

In 2003, Chen Juan Juan took part in the first China Fuxing
International Drama Festival, playing the part of Mei Juan

in Sending Off Guan Fu, winning the best actor award. In

the same year, she also participated in first Chinese opera
competition organised by the Chinese Theatre Association,
winning a Plum Blossom Award. In addition, she is a Narcissus
Award holder for her work on Fujian opera. Chen Juan Juan has
taken on roles in a number of award-winning plays including
The Great Han Soul (Li), and The Great River Ballad (Princess),
both of which have won Wenhua Awards. In December 2007
she took the lead part of Snowy Zhen in the satirical comedy
Rising Three Levels. The production went on to win the highest
accolades of Best Play and Best Choreography at the roth Chinese
Theatre Festival. In 2011, Chen Juan Juan took part in the 25th
China Theatre Plum Blossom Award Competition, winning
the Plum Blossom Performance Prize. This event marked the
highlight of Chen Juan Juan’s career. Today, she continues to
create new and exciting roles, dazzling audiences with her grace.
To date, she has performed in the Philippines, Hong Kong,
Kinmen, Macau and Taiwan, receiving good reviews across
the world and regions.
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Chen Jiang Feng — chou
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Holding the state rank of a Class One Artist, Chen
Jiang Feng was born in 1964. A native of Hui-an in
Jinjiang City, Chen Jiang Feng is a current designated
holder of UNESCO-safeguarded intangible cultural
heritage. A member of the China Theatre Association
and the China Theatre Director’s Association, Chen
Jiang Feng graduated from the Fujian Art School in 1983,
specializing in wusheng (martial male) roles. Receiving
his diploma in performing arts from the Shanghai
Theatre Institute in 20035, he took part in advanced
studies at the China Director’s Arts Development
Summit. Chen has studied with the well-known clown
artist Li Zhen Rui, and also Class One Artist Lu Zhong
Wen. He is currently a principal actor and director with
Quanzhou City’s Gaojia Theatre Troupe.

Over the years, Chen Jiang Feng has enthralled audiences
with his bright voice, mellow tone and grand stage
presence. His careful characterisations of classic roles such
as the clown official Jia Fu Gu (Rising Three Levels), Guan
Fu (Sending Off Guan Fu), beggar clown Li Niu Jiao (Wang
Luan Ji Execution Ground), laosheng (elder male voice)
emperor Qianlong (Qianlong Goes to Jiangnan), laosheng
Hong Cheng Chou (A Lone Sail in the Storm) have earned
him critical acclaim.

In 2001, he won the nationwide 11th Constellation
Competition, and in 2003 the Gold Award at the first
National Fuxing International Opera Competition. In
2000, he won another Gold Award at the 8th Narcissus
Vocal Competition with his interpretation of Lu Jun Yi; in
December of the same year his portrayal of Jia Fu Gu in
Rising Three Years took the Gold Award at the 23rd China
Theatre Festival. In July 2007, Chen Jiang Feng won the
top prize at the 29th Quanzhou Theatre Competition. In
2011, he played the supporting role Emperor Han Yuan
Di in the opera Wang Zhao Jun, a production that also
won the 25th Plum Blossom Award in the same year.
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You Yu Bin was born in Quanzhou, Fujian, in 1976. He
is a master percussionist in the Liyuan theatre, and holds
the status of a Class Two musician in China. In 1994,

he graduated from the Fujian Art School in Quanzhou,
specialising in Liyuan opera. Over his 20 years of
experience, he has served on important traditional operas
including Chen San Wu Niang, Li Ya Xian, Su Qin, Gao
Wen Ju, Zhu Bian and Zhu Wen. New productions in which
he has taken part include Master Dong and Master Li, and
The Widow’s Cries. Of the two, Master Dong and Master Li
took the second position in a list of top ten national

plays of 2003 — 2004, awarded by the Ministry of Culture
in China.
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Hong Cheng Qing — Percussion
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Ranked as a Class Two performer and master drummer
in Liyuan Theatre, Hong Cheng Qing was admitted to the
Fujian Art School in Quanzhou in 1977, specializing in
Liyuan Opera. His initial training in performance led to a
period of understudy with the senior artist Hong Shi Zhu,
a well-known exponent of Liyuan Opera percussion. Upon
graduation in 1982, Hong Cheng Qing entered the Fujian
Experimental Liyuan Opera Company as a musician,
where he continues to serve. Traditional productions on
which he has worked include Su Qin, Li Ya Xian, Gao Wen
Ju, Su Ying, Tales of Jizi and Shang Lu. Hong Cheng Qing
has also served as a percussion lead on newly-composed
operas such as Zao Li and the Female Thief and Ding Lan
Carves Wood.
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Huang Lien-Yu — Vocal
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Huang Lien-Yu is a music producer, composer and singer,
and has been in the Pop music industry for more than

20 years. He formed a New Formosa Band with Bobby
Chen in the gos, which has released 5 albums under Rock
Records. The New Formosa Band was nominated thrice
in the Golden Melody Awards, and the band’s albums are
recorded in the Taiwan’s 100 Best Selling Music Album. Till
date, the band has performed in more than 300 concerts
in Taiwan.

In 2007, Huang Lien-Yu released his first album in

the Hakka dialect — Banana. In the same year, he was
nominated for three categories, namely Best Hakka
Album, Best Hakka Artiste and Best Producer in the

19th Golden Melodies Award, and won the Best Hakka
Album and Best Hakka Artiste. At the same time, his
album was nominated for the 2007 Ten Best Albums

of the Year by the Chinese Musicians’ Association. In
2008, the second album — Only Love was released in the
Taiwanese (Min-nan) dialect. The album was nominated
for the Best Taiwanese Album category of the 20th Golden
Tunes Awards. Huang Lien-Yu released his third album —
December Ancient in 2009, and was nominated again for
two categories in the Golden Melodies Awards, namely,
Best Hakka Album and Best Hakka Artiste.

Besides, Huang Lien-Yu was also involved in the
production of the music accompaniment of the Far Away
from Home by Ping-Fong Acting Troupe. He was also the
host for the documentary series Full Record of Taiwan by
Sanlih E-Television and Personalities of Taiwan by Hakka
Television, and was also in charge of the music soundtrack
of the later production. Huang Lien-Yu has also composed
the station theme songs World of Hakka and Light of
Wisdom for the Hakka Television and Formosa

Television respectively.

Huang Lien-Yu has worked with many renowned artistes
and bands. They include the New Formosa Band, Takeshi
Kaneshiro, René Liu, Irene Yeh, Arthur Chang, Wang
Shih Sian, Daniel Luo, Emi Lee and Punkhoo.
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Nanyin is a musical performing art of Minnan (Hokkien/ Hoklo) culture, and is inscribed by
UNESCO in 2009 in the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Horse Drawings is
based on a traditional Nanyin score known as Eight Magnificent Horses, now rearranged for the
Chinese orchestra. In keeping with the foundations of the Nanyin style, this arrangement has
attempted to preserve distinct instrumental relationships and setups. The final effect is a musical
depiction of the handsome horses strutting, as well as horses galloping across fields and plains.
This piece comprises of eight sections:

Drawing of Horses

A Herd of Qilin

Sprinting Su Shuang Steed
Prancing Yellow Horse
Electrifying Black Horse

Red Horse Cries in the Wind

The Green Horse Exhibits its Legs
White Horse Unloads the Saddle.

O oWt AW b

THC (£TF 1944 ) F 1967 FENFRFEPREFREREMR, BRELFTPRFEALREHHAT
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Law Wai Lun (b. 1944) graduated from the Central Conservatory of Music in 1967 and became
a full-time composer at the Central Newsreel and Documentary Film Studio in Beijing, and was
later appointed a lecturer at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. He was nominated
the Most Outstanding Young Music Composer for Chinese Movies in 1980. Law Wai Lun has
composed many western, Chinese orchestra and choir compositions, many of his compositions
can be found in movies and television productions. His work Admiral of the Seven Seas received
the honorary award in the Singapore International Competition for Chinese Orchestral
Composition 2006. He was SCO’s composer-in-residence from August 2012 to July 2014.
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To The Moon, is a popular vocal piece from the Nanqu (Southern style) repertory, telling the
story of scholar Zhang Jun Rui in the Yuan dynasty epic, The Story of the Western Wing, of how
he pins for his secret lover Cui Ying Ying, feeling lost and full of aighs, amidst his enclave of
books in his study.

ki Lyrics:

ZPHA, MEAE, LXWEX (F) BA (Rik) B, BEER (F) #45F, FE (F) %0, B82S (F) B
RANE (F) BB, RBW, BRI AR, FREFERE, (Fik) S5, FRTBIRLER, (F) KR
AT (F) =i, ZARATY (F) 5, SR OBARESIINTIIRN, ORIC, B50E, F1E, ®
TR, MEE, FREXREN, BRY, BES, AH%, BESHE, RIERWR (Fik) 25, #M5HE,
BEBLEWAR (Fik) B2

REFESREZZERNANAKRESN, SREHS PR EREANEESTR. IERHNZER
MECHILE R FF AR A

BRI B> (JB) =8

RETAA AL, Be2t £5E;
HIEMA, RELBHS.

This piece is based on Chen Hua Zhi’s reinterpretation of Li Bai’s well known Tang dynasty
poem, set to contemporary Nanyin music. The work employs a theme used in the making of
a short clip for the proclamation of Nanyin as global intangible cultural heritage awarded by
UNESCO. In this version, the piece has been rearranged for Chinese orchestra.

FREEREEA AERES, EFSEENT REUETHSE T TRIINILR. S REREERZ
HRBERNEEENRAER, MAFRBHZERBREN. i 20 SERHRFITABERMNEEZMANE
ARZR AEH R A ERMEFNTER IZHER, ERBMRETERFMELNS, MASEN, ERM
—m,

Born in Fujian and now residing in Hong Kong, Chen Hua Zhi has earned his name on various
musical arenas. His artistic compositions reflect profound philosophies and are presented with
meticulous and exquisite care. Already recognised in Fujian in his 20s as an influential composer
and artist, his experimental approach to rhythm has been widely imitated. His novel arrangements
for instrumental groups, coupled with distinctive manipulation of texture, tone and form, are the
signature of his unique style.

BREGIEGERE, BT ‘HER . BERKE ‘MOR HEEAR: A/ EEH, BIERY
BroY), FEES, EHEERSREFEE, MEBAZBEE ZEASGO, B RERREILERA
BEE, SRTHETIH. BREEBETRG, XEHEY. —REMNIFEMRERIEK, ESEREZR
A EHEMRBEE, ZEEPANFRSERTE, —ABKIK, B88, KRUTAHBEIEZS. FXEAR
FoEMS, HWHE @EMAEIA
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In traditional Gaojia opera, Sending Off Guan Fu is a play originated from "Bamboo Horse Play"
showcasing the clown (chou) and female lead (dan). The play says of a junior ambassador Guan
Fu, who has been called away from his work in Taiwan, back to his hometown on the mainland.
Guan Fu misses his family and bids farewell to his lover, Mei Juan. Mei Juan is heartbroken, but
being a virtuous woman, does not want to keep Guan Fu in Taiwan at the expense of forgetting
and abandoning his ancestral village. Sadly, she sends Guan Fu away, while asking him to return
soon. Guan Fu swears an oath, promising to come back to marry Mei Juan, and the two lovers
speak of their relationship across two lands. This opera, which undulates with beautiful melodies,
is based on folk tunes and folk dances.

At the inaugural China Bingzhou Fuxing International Art Festival in 2003 organised by
the Chinese Theatre Association, the piece won prizes for Best Repertoire, Best Director,
Outstanding Actor and Orchestral Accompaniment.

FRARIAT (1929 — 1996 &) ERERMTA, ABERIEM, FIF. 1950 ESMBEMHTREZ TH. 1954 £
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A native of Quanzhou in Fujian, Chen Gen He (1929-1996) was a composer of Gaojia opera
and a well-known musician. In 1950, he joined the Quanzhou City National Cultural Troupe,
and in 1954 worked as a composer for the Quanzhou Gaojia Theatre Company. Chen Gen He
has written, designed for and produced more than 10 operas, including the influential Rising
Three Levels, Zheng Cheng Gong Series, The Real and Fake Wuxiu, Eight Maids Cross the Seas and
Spring Comes To the Grasslands. Many of his works continue to be produced and sung today. In
his time, Chen Gen He was also an active member of the Fujian Theatre Association.

MR (£F 1954 ) ZFMBHMBEF TIEE, BUEHMBEFHAFRRER. LN KRB S LR E
REMBEE 150 F, ERFETRDRERLHFE. KB 2001 EHMEETELERG A ERELE.

Sim Boon Yew (b. 1954) is a well-known Chinese orchestral music practitioner and currently
SCO’s zhonghu musician. Till date, Sim Boon Yew has arranged more than 150 compositions,
with many of them rich in our unique local flavour. In 2001, he was conferred the Public
Service Award by His Excellency, the President of Singapore.
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This piece is based on the Ming dynasty literary work, Mirror of Fate (Li Jing Ji), originating in the
linguistically related areas of Chaozhou and Quanzhou.

The tale revolves around a love affair that pits a free-loving, star-crossed couple against the pressure
of a family-arranged traditional marriage. While the work was officially banned during the Ming
and Qing dynasties due to its depiction of controversial mores of the time, Mirror of Fate was hugely
popular among the Minnan region. The story of its two main protagonists Chen San and Wu Niang
has considerable literary value, in addition to its general folk and cultural attributes.

Deeply moved by travails of the couple, the composer recasts the ancient tale into a concerto for
Chinese orchestra and the Yajiao drum (foot drum). The piece comprises of three sections:

1. Lychee: Chen San, a native of Quanzhou, Fujian, travels through Chaozhou in Guangdong. On
the evening of Lantern Festival, he catches sight of the daughter of a rich family, Huang Wu Niang,
who is out viewing lanterns with her sister, Liu Niang. Wu Niang is accosted by a local rich bully
Lin Da at the viewing, but rescued by Chen San in time. She falls in love with the latter, although
they part immediately. Soon after, another opportunity arises for the two to meet again when Chen
San visits the vicinity of her home. As Wu Niang watches him ride by at a short distance, she shows
her affection by throwing him a handkerchief wrapped around a lychee, sending her love.

2. Mirror: Upon receiving the perfumed handkerchief, Chen San is elated, and plans to sneak

into the house of Huang to visit Wu Niang. However Wu Niang’s father Huang Jiu Lang has other
plans. Lin Da has offered his hand in marriage to Wu Niang, and Huang Jiu Lang eyes the bully’s
money. He immediately bethrothes his daughter to scoundrel, in spite of her protests. Chen San
tries to visit Chaozhou again, this time disguising himself as a peddler of mirrors. He deliberately
breaks a mirror in Huang’s residence, and offers three years of his life in indentured servitude as an
exchange, just to be with Wu Niang.

3. Perfection: Lin Da forces Wu Niang into marriage, but Wu Niang and her maid conspire to run
away in the hope of eloping with Chen San. After a number of twists and turns, the pair finally reunites.
Wu Niang’s questioning of the feudal system through insisting on making her own decisions with
regards to selecting a life partner is admirable and exemplary; she is a courageous spirit.

IBR (£F 1976 ) EFEH#ERTZSMIPE. Bl FEEERERRFEMEL, IBMRBES. TEE
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(FERHR) 5 2006 535 5R K F AN EBREREH A RRERDR OIERZ ZERH FHRIRAD & il
KRRy o A fER KREARBZRREZR HAE 2017 FH MK EFREFREBRE.

Simon Kong Su Leong (b. 19776) was born in Sabah. He graduated from the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music majoring in Chinese classical music composition under the tutelage of
Zhu Xiao Gu. His representative works include Ah Q Capriccio which won the second prize at
the Taiwan National Music Ensemble Competition, River of Wisdom (Chinese orchestra version)
world premiered by Song Fei and Izpirazione I and II which won the Honorary Award and
Second Prize respectively at the Singapore International Competition for Chinese Orchestral
Composition (SICCOC) 2006. He was also a finalist at the SICCOC 2011 with his entry
Puppetry: Tugging at the Heartstrings.



HRIA Lyrics:

—E R ERTEICE EEUMIRREERKE BFUEHBEEWREE
A& SRS IERRE T 2R BESRS LR REHE—A BESSXENTIRERE
RAENIR = TE K FAENIR 2 B # B 1% AR R R HE

B AT 16 1 XoF &0 17 BE{E#ERTRE E{ w4 A R4

T..... ANIEER AR AR LR M. AIEER AR AIELR ... . ELR FAEER AR
ERZR X HER ENZNEHRYE ENPBEEEE
HRIRTHED HARIKIENER ERBRER

H—IE (1927 - 2010 ) , ABHTHK, MHENZEHRLE, TOEAERMAER. E—GHET
A, DERBESRR, 16 SHERKGLURBES (A BHANEEFED) SUEE. 1961 AR
GE—BTERD , EA B RMKERIE. 1962 FHEAF LR, £5RNREARN FHRIZRE. ) Gk
KBS . (RIESHE  TRNTEES SERAERHAEEE, M “S8RE 2He, EKT#
BRI HAEILTE

Hung Yih-fung (1927 - 2010) whose original name was Hung Wen-lu, first went by the
artistic name of Hung Wen-chang, working as composer of numerous Taiwanese popular
songs. Hung Yih-fung was born in Tainan. As a youth he roamed freely across the country, and
at the age of 16 began singing in Tamshui Marina on the fringes of Taipei, where traditional
artists and craftsmen congregated. In 1961, he formed the Hung Yih-fung Song and Dance
Troupe, touring Taiwan extensively and giving performances across the island. Hung expanded
to Japan in 1962, working for Toho Pictures’ theatres. His best known classics include Tamshui
Scenes, Nostalgic Sentiments and The Poor Broken Flowers Reunite. Hung Yih-fung wielded the
title of ‘Song King of the Treasure Island’ in Taiwan, while his eldest son Hung Jung-hung
continues his work as a popular Taiwanese-language singer.

PREKIR (£F 1980 &) R— W AFREMET S EHEMRKEER. tIEERNMNE S TR
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The conceptual and multi-faceted composer and arranger Tan Kah Yong (b.1980) has made
an indelible mark in the Chinese orchestral scene with a creative repertoire that spans the
boundaries of classical, anime soundtracks, eastern and western musical traditions. An
appointed arranger-in-residence of SCO in 2009, Tan Kah Yong is currently a highly sought-
after orchestrator for his uncanny ability to capture the essence and ideas of music and write in
perfect harmony to the most stringent demands of producers and music directors.
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A Taiwanese artist with a distinctive performing style and voice, Bobby Chen’s (b.1958)
compositions are celebrated for their literary value. Many of his works express profound
philosophies of self, identity and the world at large. His earthy and naif vocal style is unique
and instantly recognizable. Beyond his work in music production, Bobby Chen has also
published fiction and non-fiction, writing essays, novels and musical texts. He has directed a
few MTV clips, and is a frequent speaker on forums on environmental issues. His best known
songs include Leave Sorrow Unto Myself and One Night In Beijing.
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The Min Nan people are a sub-group of the Han, living largely in Southern Fujian, across
the three cities of Quanzhou, Zhangzhou and Xiamen. Min Nan culture and folklore harks
back multiple centuries, and has been spread around the world through diasporic migration.
Specifically, the Nan’an people of Quanzhou have introduced to the Chinese and broader
worlds the god of Guangze Zunwang, who is worshipped as a folk deity. The efforts of these
sojourners — crossing oceans to forge new roads and communities — found a turning point
in the establishment of the Hong San See (also known as “Temple on the Phoenix Hill”) in
Tras Street, Tanjong Pagar. In 1907, the temple was moved and rebuilt in its current spot in
the Mohamed Sultan Road. This temple, which bears the weight of three centuries of history,
represents the toil of Singapore’s ancestors, and pays tribute to the hard work of Singapore’s
early settlers. The monument is an important cultural holding, and won the Asia-Pacific
Conservation Award in 2010 bestowed by UNESCO.

Former composer-in-residence of SCO has written a symphonic poem Hong San See dedicated
to the site. The piece is inspired by the trials and tribulations of Singapore’s early Chinese
settlers, who have toiled and given their all to make the city the success it is today. This piece is
constructed in three sections.

The first section begins with free tempo in an improvisatory fashion, using harmonic and
timbral effects to evoke the atmosphere of an old, holy building with its intricately carved
beams and stone reliefs.

The second section employs vigorous rhythms, which depict the trials and tribulations of
Min Nan migrants crossing raging seas to find new livelihoods in Singapore, working hard
thereafter through successive generations.

The final section is in the form of a hymn. The music reflects the current situation of the Min

Nan people, who have received the torch from generations past and continue to write their
magnificent histories into the future of Singapore.
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Orchestra

BREm ER
Music Director: Tsung Yeh

FEHE: MEE
Resident Conductor: Quek Ling Kiong

BhIRIEIE: 17 BEF

Assistant Conductor: Moses Gay En Hui

| {ERAEK: E iR E

Composer-in-Residence: Phoon Yew Tien

FHESIBIEE: £735%

Chorus Director-in-Residence: Nelson Kwei

ZEIR ((SREERE) Li Bao Shun (Concertmaster)
AEw (EHEEF)
Zhou Ruo Yu (Gaohu Associate Principal)
Z=E Li Yu Long
&R Liu Zhi Yue
%14 She Ling
VE3CER Xu Wen Jing
®F Zhao Li
R Yuan Qi

a1 (ZHIERE)
Zhao Jian Hua (Erhu | Principal)
S5 (Z#AIERE) Zhu Lin (Erhu 11 Principal)
ER (ZHEIER)
Ling Hock Siang (Erhu Associate Principal)
%448 Ann Hong Mui
&% Chen Shu Hua
#EE Cheng Chung Hsien
A% % Chew Keng How
#E & Hsieh 1-Chieh
£ T4 Qin Zi )ing
L7 Shen Qin
iE2 2 Tan Man Man
3k#2 Zhang Bin

FEELH Tao Kai Li
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R IE (FIBEFE) Wu Ke Fei (Associate Principal)
£3i54) Chuan Joon Hee

RiZIR Goh Cher Yen

Z=4Z Li Yuan

& Lin Gao

25k Neo Yong Soon Wilson

LK Sim Boon Yew

ERA Wang Yi Jen

%8 (EE) Xu Zhong (Principal)

%1 (RIEE) Tang Jia (Associate Principal)
&2 3k Chen Ying Guang Helen

#HE1E Huang Ting-yu

WEHERA )i Hui Ming

Z5e4E Lee Khiok Hua

BB R Poh Yee Luh

LB Sim Lian Kiat Eddie

ki (B/E) Zhang Hao (Principal)
Z=ME Lee Khiang

1% Qu Feng

FIIE Wang Lu Yao

E#EE (HE) Qu Jian Qing (Principal)
I3 Ma Huan

B35 (BFE) Yu Jia (Principal)
KK 7T Goh Yew Guan
K% Hou Yue Hua
F&iZ¥2 Tan Joon Chin

3k$R Zhang Yin

F{EEE Seetoh Poh Lam

3KAW Zhang Li

AR (BE) Zhang Rong Hui (Principal)
T#E (BIERE) Lo Chai Xia (Associate Principal)
B2 Foong Chui San

#BZFE Cheng Tzu Ting

E# Han Ying

YR E Koh Min Hui

#EH#E% Huang Gui Fang

&7 Koh Kim Wah

£ Jing Po

OREEE Ma Xiao Lan

PR Xu Hui

FEM (BEFEE) Yin Zhi Yang (Dizi Principal)

#1EF Lim Sin Yeo

K Zeng Zhi

&0 & Tan Chye Tiong

X% Phang Thean Siong

MERER MEMERSEER) BFREXFBIRFHT .
All musicians’ names (except principal & associate principal)
are listed according to alphabetical order.

MRS (EEHF)
Guo Chang Suo (Sheng Principal)
FZE1B Ong Yi Horng

#8445 Cheng Ho Kwan Kevin
$hZ & Zhong Zhi Yue

#RE3E Lim Kiong Pin

Bt (mim/ EEF)
Jin Shi Yi (Suona / Guan Principal)
%5 (BIEE) Chang Le (Associate Principal)

Z=3#i#E Lee Heng Quee
&7 Meng Jie

TR0 Boo Chin Kiah

;I Liu Jiang

# & Han Lei

BRE (BIER)
Duan Fei (Associate Principal)
RRR (BIERF)
Tan Loke Chuah (Associate Principal)
fEIK A Ngoh Kheng Seng
MLE %X Shen Guo Qin
3K BBIE Teo Teng Tat
fEEPA Wu Xiang Yang
M Xu Fan

F BEEZR Guest musician
¥ %5 5%%% Notin concert
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Donors List 2013/2014

(As at 30 July 2014)

$$10,000,000 and above

TOTE Board and
Singapore Turf Club

S$$200,000 and above

Lee Foundation

Kwan Im Thong
Hood Cho Temple

S$100,000 and above

Ascendas Gives Foundation

Dato Dr Low Tuck Kwong
Deutsche Bank AG, Singapore

Mr Patrick Lee

Mr Sendi Bingei

Singapore Press Holdings Limited
Yangzheng Foundation

Yanlord Holdings Pte Ltd

$$50,000 and above

Keppel Land Limited

Mdm Margaret Wee

Pontiac Land Private Limited
Sing Lun Group

Straco Corporation Limited

$$40,000 and above

Poh Tiong Choon Logistics Limited

$$30,000 and above

Far East Organization

Mr Kwee Liong Keng

Mr Lim Tiam Seng, PBM

Resorts World At Sentosa Pte Ltd

S$$20,000 and above

Ascendas Funds Management
(S) Pte Ltd

Bank of Singapore

Engro Corporation Limited
Hong Bee Investment Pte Ltd
Keppel Corporation Limited

Leung Kai Fook Medical
Company Pte Ltd

Ngee Ann Kongsi
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$$10,000 and above

Allweld Engineering Pte Ltd
Avitra Aviation Services Pte Ltd
Bengawan Solo Pte Ltd
Chuang Realty Pte Ltd

City Developments Limited
Cosco Corporation (Singapore) Ltd
Dr Maurice Choo

ESM Goh Chok Tong

Hi-P International Limited
Hong Leong Holdings Ltd

Lim Teck Lee (Pte) Ltd

LSH Management Services Pte Ltd
Mdm Wee Wei Ling

Mr Lim Jim Koon

Mr Ng Siew Quan

Mr Steven Looy

Mr Zhong Sheng Jian

Ms Florence Chek

Ms Jeanny Ng

Ms Zhou Mei

Mukim Investment Pte Ltd
Scanteak

United Overseas Bank Limited
Weng Hock Hardware Pte Ltd
Wing Tai Holdings Ltd

Wong's Plastic Surgery Centre
YTC Hotels Ltd

S$5000 and above

Loh & Chin Holdings Pte Ltd

Nikko Asset Management
Asia Limited

RSM Ethos Pte Ltd

RSP Architects Planners &
Engineers (Pte) Ltd

Sembcorp Industries Ltd
Singapore Taxi Academy
United Engineers Limited

S$3000 and above
Mr Ng Tee Bin

S$2000 and above

Chua Chuan Leong Contractors
Pte Ltd

Hotel Royal @Queens
Robert Khan & Co Pte Ltd
Mr Chia Weng Kaye

Mr ‘Ferry’ de Bakker

Mr Lai Kok Seng Eric

Mr Ng Leng Kim

Mr Ng Poh Wah

Mr Wong Kuek Phong

Quad Professionals Pte Ltd
Senoko Energy Supply Pte Lid

SC Auto Industries (S) Pte Ltd
Woodlands Transport Services Pte Ltd

S$1000 and above

AV Lite Pte Ltd

Meiban Investment Pte Ltd
Mdm Mary Hoe Ai Sien
Mr Chan Kim Ying

Mr Francis Ko Oon Joo
Mr Tan Bock Huat

Mr Tan Chin Gee

Mr Tan Tock Han

Ms Jenny Chen Chien Yi
Ms Tan Siew Kuan
Professor Tommy Koh
Sia Huat Pte Ltd

Singapore Lam Ann Association

Singapore School & Private Hire
Bus Owners’ Association

Tai Hua Food Industries Pte Ltd

S$100 and above

DN & Associates Executive
Search Pte Ltd

Mr Ang Kock Lee

Mr Charles Kon Kam King
Mr Luis Rincones

Mr Peter Chia Hng Long
Mr Tan Kok Huan

Mr Teo Ee Jun

Ms Foo Wah Jong

Ms Wang Yahui

Ms Woo Chia Ying

Sponsorships-in-kind 2013-2014

10AM Communications Pte Ltd

Huilin Trading

Lestar Services Pte Ltd

MMK Engineering Services Pte Ltd

Ms Scarlett Ye Yun

Quad Professional Pte Ltd

Singapore Airlines

TPP Pte Ltd

Yamaha Music (Asia) Private
Limited

Young Arts Production Pte Ltd

EBRERSE T

ZAREN

Artistic Resource Panel

August 2014 > June 2016
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RZH
WmE
REE
EmA
I
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et
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Florence Chek
Goh Ching Lee
Goh Ek Meng
Mona Lim

Liong Kit Yeng
Ong Lay Hong
Tan Wie Pin

Eric James Watson
Mimi Yee

Yeo Siew Wee
Zhang Nian Bing

AR
K=K
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pUE =
MTIh

EE R
Frig
EXRIA
VFEFIE
AR
L)
BEE
BRI

Barbara Fei

Ju Tzong-Ching
Li Xi An

Liu Xi Jin

Isao Matsushita
Jonathon Mills
Pan Hwang-Long
Qiao Jian Zhong
Wang Ci Zhao
Xu Shu Ya

Ricky Yeung Wai Kit
Yi Ke

Zhao Ji Ping
Zhao Talimu
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ff&ll  Terence Ho

WEN  Low Swee Fun

#HEX  Tai Kwok Kong, Dominic

HE=  Teo Bee Lan

BEJL  Chay Wai Ee, Jacelyn

FH®  Chin Woon Ying

\E
baid
MI

Loh Mee Joon

—ﬁ|
A
P

Koh Mui Leng

ZF/HY Lee Chun Seng

HIELZ  ackie Tay

Z5E  Lim Fen Ni

HREE  Lim Hui Min

HEUL  Lum Mun Ee

F¥  Wong Siew Ling

ZE®  CaiSimin

#ES  Lim Simin, Joanna

Z=JE  LiFei

S8 Pang Qin Wei

|

®ZWE  Pang Ze Shuen

MR  ShiTian Chan

ZH B Tan Li Min, Michelle

REEGL  Teo Jie Kai, Gerald

iKiflZE  Teo Shu Rong

ZEiRE  Toi Liang Shing

ZHA Lee Kwang Kiat

o #%7  Koh Li Hwang
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