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Singapore Chinese Orchestra

Inaugurated in 1997, the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), comprising of 82 musicians, is Singapore’ s only professional Chinese orchestra as well as a flagship local arts group.
Its patron is Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong. Taking on the twin role of preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing new frontiers through the incorporation of exotic
Southeast Asian cultural artefacts, its home is the Singapore Conference Hall, a prime performance venue in the financial district.

Since its inception, SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster presentations and is fast establishing itself among its counterparts around the world. In 2002, it
staged a symphonic fantasy epic Marco Polo and Princess Blue as part of the opening festival of Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay. The following year, SCO produced a musical and
visual conversation with Singapore’ s most eminent multi-disciplinary artist Tan Swie Hian at the Singapore Arts Festival 2003. The orchestra celebrated Singapore’ s 39th National
Day in 2004 with a spectacular concert — Our People, Our Music - featuring over 2,300 local music enthusiasts at the Singapore Indoor Stadium. In 2005, it produced a mega musical
production, Admiral of the Seven Seas, as part of the Singapore Arts Festival 2005. In 2007, SCO was part of the 240-strong combined orchestra that performed at the Singapore
National Day Parade. In the Singapore Arts Festival 2008, SCO joined hands with Theatreworks to present the ground-breaking production Awaking, which brought together Kunqu
opera music and Elizabethan music. In 2009, SCO made history by becoming the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010,
performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility, the SCO has performed at numerous prestigious events such as the Werld Economic Forum and International Summit
of Arts Council in 2003, and the 2006 International Monetary Fund (IMF) Annual Meeting.

The orchestra also toured Beijing, Shanghai and Xiamen in 1998 and Taiwan in 2000. In 2005, it performed at the Budapest Spring Festival, the Singapore Season in London and
Gateshead. In 2007, SCO performed at the Beijing Music Festival, as well as in Shanghai as part of the Singapore Season in the China Shanghai International Arts Festival. SCO was
also invited to perform at the Macau International Music Festival, as well as at major concert halls in Guangzhou, Zhongshan and Shenzhen. These international platforms provided
SCO with the opportunities to showcase its talents, propelling it to the forefront of the international music arena.

In line with its vision to be a world-renowned people’ s orchestra, SCO widens its outreach by performing regularly at various national parks, communities and schools. SCO also
commissions its own compositions and in 2006 and 2011, organized the Singapore International Competition for Chinese Orchestral Composition that incorporates Nanyang
musical elements from Southeast Asia. In 2012, SCO organized Singapore’ s first 23-day National Chinese Orchestra Marathon, a spectacular feat that drew the participation of 31
local Chinese orchestras participated with over 44 performances and an audience of 20,000. It is with this vision that SCO continues to inspire, influence, educate and communicate
through its music.
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director
Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in January 2002. Under his direction, SCO expanded its repertoire with innovative works such as Marco Polo

and Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic, Instant is a Millennium — A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian, The Grandeur of Tang, Thunderstorm, Admiral of the Seven Seas and
Awaking. In Awaking, he melded Shakespeare and Tang Xianzu' s plays into one, elevating Chinese orchestral music to a higher level.

As Music Director of Singapore’ s National Day Parade 2007, Tsung Yeh conceptualised a symphonic music structure with supreme, textured virtuosity that incensed the national pride
in the air. 240 musicians from the SCO, Singapore Symphony Orchestra (SSO), Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) Central Band, Malay and Indian ensemble, Nanyin ensemble and a chorus
performed under his baton before an audience of 27,000 and millions of television viewers.

His perseverance and diligence have brought SCO’ s performances to new heights, both musically and technically. Between March and April 2005, he led the orchestra on a tour to
Europe at Barbican Center in London, The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival. In October 2007, SCO performed at the Beijing Music Festival, China Shanghai International
Arts Festival, Macau International Music Festival, as well as at major concert halls in Guangzhou, Zhongshan and Shenzhen. In August 2009, SCO made history by becoming the first
Chinese orchestra to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival. Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural Medallion 2013, the highest award given in the field of the arts in
Singapore.

Tsung Yeh is also the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony Orchestra in the United States. In 1995, he was honoured with the ASCAP Award together with the South Bend
Symphony Orchestra. In addition, he has served as the Music Director of the Hong Kong Sinfonietta.

As part of the Conductors’ Mentor Programme sponsored by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, he worked with Music Director Daniel Barenboim and Principal Guest Conductor Pierre
Boulez. In April 1991, he replaced the indisposed Barenboim at short notice. He is also the former Music Director of the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra and Hong Kong
Sinfonietta, and the Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor of the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra. He served as Resident Conductor of Florida Orchestra and was the Principal Guest
Conductor of Albany Symphony Orchestra of New York. He is the Principal Conductor of the Hua Xia Ensemble in Beijing and is one of the founders of the Shanghai New Ensemble.

Tsung Yeh started learning the piano at the age of five. He began his study of conducting at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1979, and two years later won a full scholarship to
the Mannes College of Music in New York where he received the Academic Excellence Award upon graduation. In 1983, he began his post-graduate study at Yale University under Otto
Werner-Mueller. He also studied conducting with Max Rudolf, Leonard Slatkin, Murry Sidlin, Sidney Harth, Han Zhong Jie, Huang Yi Jun and Cao Peng.

In May 2001, Tsung Yeh conducted the Paris-Shanghai Duplex Concert — a collaboration of the French National Symphony Orchestra and Shanghai Broadcasting Orchestra — that was
broadcast via satellite to millions of viewers in Europe and Asia. His previous engagements include San Francisco, Tucson and New Haven Symphonies, Calgary and Rochester
Philharmonic, and orchestras from Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong, Taipei, Taichung, Japan, France, Poland, Russia and Czech Republic.

With his growing reputation as a conducting teacher, Tsung Yeh is currently guest professor in both the China and Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has been one of the Artistic
Directors of the Symphonic Workshop Ltd in the Czech Republic since 1992, and has also taught conducting workshops hosted by the Conductors Guild, The League of American
Orchestras and the Musik Hochschule of Zurich. As a recording artist, Tsung Yeh has made various recordings under the HUGO, Delos and Naxos labels.
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Li Bao Shun

Li Bao Shun started learning violin from his brother at the age of seven. In the following year, he learned erhu under the tutelage of eminent master Zhao Yan Chen. In
1983, he gained entry into the China Conservatory of Music and studied under renowned string master Liu Min Yuan and was trained by Jiang Feng Zhi, Lan Yu Song,
Wong Guo Tong, Zhang Shao, An Ru Li and Ji Gui Zhen respectively. In 1978, he entered the Fuzhou Military Airbase Cultural Troupe. After his graduation in 1987, he
joined the China Central Chinese Orchestra and was its erhu sectional principal in 1988.1n 1995, he was the Acting Concert Master of the China Central Chinese Orchestra.
In the same year, he was appointed as the Concert Master of the Asia orchestra comprising of the musicians from China, Japan & Korea. In 2000, he was appointed the
Concert Master for the Millennium concert organised by the Singapore Chinese Orchestra.

Li Bao Shun has shown his talent in music since young and has won many prizes in the National Erhu Competition in China. He has also performed in numerous big-scale
performances in China. He was a delegate with the China Cultural Department and Central Chinese Orchestra to perform in many countries. He has frequently performed
as a soloist with conductors and composers from China and overseas. In 2002, he was invited to play a concerto piece with the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra and has
recorded many erhu solo pieces. He has also performed in China movies and television series as a soloist or lead performer.

Apart from performing, Li Bao Shun is also an enthusiast in promoting Chinese orchestral music by conducting talks and workshops for the radio stations and amateur
Chinese orchestras.

Li Bao Shun is a member of the China Musicians’ Association, a committee member of its erhu association and a member of the Chinese Orchestra Association of China.
He joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra in late 1997 and is currently the concertmaster.
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Jeremy Monteiro has won critical acclaim internationally as a pianist, composer and jazz educator. Having performed all over the world as well as countless times at home
in Singapore, he has been dubbed "Singapore's King of Swing" by the local press. In 2002, Jeremy was conferred the Cultural Medallion, Singapore’s highest award in arts
achievement.

Recent prominent performances include appearances at the Edinburgh Jazz Festival in 2009, the London Jazz Festival in 2010 (with his working trio of Tamagoh on Drums
and Brian Benson on Bass), in a double-bill with jazz piano legend Ahmad Jamal at the inaugural Jazz Saveurs Festival in Segré, France in 2010, and again at the London Jazz
Festival with the Asian Jazz All-Stars Power Quartet in 2012.

He has performed with many international luminaries, jazz legends James Moody and Toots Thielemans, both current and past pop sensations such as Ronan Keating and
Matt Monro, and in November 2011 with Oscar-winning actor Kevin Spacey to raise funds for the Singapore Repertory Theatre and the Kevin Spacey Foundation. With
another of his own bands, Asiana, he performed at Caesar's Palace in Las Vegas in 1993.

As a composer, Jeremy Monteiro was awarded a Silver Medal at the 1991 International Radio Festival of New York, as well as finalist awards at the 1990 and 1991 London
International Advertising Awards for Best Original Music Score (Radio, T.V. and Cinema). He has composed or produced over 700 pieces of music.

In 2012, he was conferred the Brand Laureate’ s Brand Personality Award by the Asia Pacific Brands Foundation in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Other past recipients of this
award include Sir Cliff Richard, Chaka Khan and the band Earth, Wind & Fire. He also received the Singapore Tatler Leadership Award for Culture in 2012.

Also a vocalist, Jeremy Monteiro has increasingly incorporated his own singing into recent performances. He served as artistic director of the Singapore International Jazz
Festival 2001, an event which featured 52 bands and more than 150 musicians from Singapore and overseas.

Jeremy Monteiro serves on the Manpower, Skills & Training Council (Arts & Media) of the Singapore Workforce Development Agency which is part of the Ministry of
Manpower, Singapore.

He was a founding member of the Composers and Authors Society of Singapore (COMPASS) and is a past chairman of the society. He currently serves as director and
chairman of its Licensing & Documentation Committee.
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First Movement: The Voyage from Admiral of the Seven Seas
1B Law Wai Lun
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This large-scale symphonic epic incorporates many artistic idioms, and was premiered at the Singapore Arts Festival in 2005
in conjunction with the 600th anniversary of Zheng He' s (Admiral Cheng Ho) expedition to the West. The piece presented
here is adapted from the third and sixth movements of the original full-length work, and utilises only Chinese orchestral
music. This work received the Honorary Award at the inaugural Singapore International Competition for Chinese Orchestral

Composition in 2006.

The piece consists of five parts - Celebrations, Sailing, Sea Route, Thunderstorms and Anchoring -which illustrate the majestic
endeavours of Zheng He, who led a large fleet of ships traveling from China to the West at seven different times.

BukaPanggung
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Inspiration came from the preliminary ceremony of Malay Shadow Play (WayangKulit) - BukaPanggung (Opening of the
Stage). The ’'bukapannggung’ begins as a bit of cooked rice is smeared on each of the instruments and a small amount of
water is placed inside each of the large, hanging gongs. In addition, incense is burned in a small receptacle and passed among
all the musical instruments and puppets. This ritual is carried out by ‘dalang’ for the purpose of purifying the area where
the shadow play will be performed. This work was awarded the 3rd prize of Composition Award in International Competition

for Chinese Orchestral Composition 2006.
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Broken Dream
(selection from The Peony Pavilion)

P 4 Arranged by Lu Huang
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This excerpt was originally accompanied by a traditional kunqu ensemble, but has been adapted for the Chinese
orchestra in this revised version. The original kunqu tunes have been treated to a richer, layered and more colourful
orchestration.

The scene depicts Li Niang awake from a restless sleep. She decides to dress up and go to the garden. In the garden, Li
Niang is overwhelmed by the profusion ofspring flowers and plants, but also saddened by her loneliness, and
unappreciated beauty. Returning to her chamber, Li Niang, all of 16 years, expresses her longing for a lover and falls
asleep. Flower goddesses appear in her dream, leading a scholar, who recites poem to her. Both Li Niang and the scholar
fall in love in the Peony Pavilion.

(R Wiif% 47 ) Legend of the Merlion
XS LuXiJin
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This piece is an ode to the myth of the beautiful and mysteriousmerlion. It comprises of three movements - Seeking
Blessings, Raging Sea and Nanyang Passion. Commissioned by SCO, this piece was premiered at the Victoria Concert
Hall on 28 November 1999.
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This piece explores the commonalities of jazz and Chinese music. This connectivity enhances the possibilities for jazz
and Chinese traditional musicians to perform in tandem. The first movement’ s initial flourish is followed by the
pianist ushering in a graceful pentatonic theme that is laced with gentle rhythmic grooves. It then unfolds through
various orchestral instruments leading to a dramatic interchange between piano, strings and winds. The pianist
launches into an elaborate jazz improvisation, followed by the bassist. A florid piano cadenza then takes place before
ending in graceful cascades of string sonorities. The music emerges from a montage of Chinese lyricism, Japanese
anime themes, Motown riffs and reminiscences of the jazz pianist, Bill Evans.

The second movement features the erhu soloist with the jazz trio in an intimate atmosphere. The erhu introduces a
pensive melody which is later followed up by the pianist, who improvises by extrapolating new songs of loneliness.

In the final movement, an overwhelming percussion solo leads to a strident fanfare by both piano and orchestra. The
piano’ s improvisatory solo is joined in its revels by the dizi, suona and bass, culminating in a raucous drum solo. This
sets the stage for the return of the Calypso theme, with virtuosic gestures by the solo piano climaxing in a finale of
triumphant hammering rhythms by the jazz trio and the orchestra. This piece is commissioned by SCO and premiered
on 6 August 2010 at the SCO Concert Hall.
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All musicians’ names (except
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listed according to alphabetical order.
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