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Introduction

The National Chinese Music Competition was first held in 1998, after a restructuring of
the former National Music Competition which was organised under the auspices of the then
Ministry of Culture in the 1980s.

In its 8th edition, the National Chinese Music Competition is a platform that celebrates
excellence in Chinese Music. This biennial music competition aims to develop the performing
skills of young musicians, improve music standards and identify promising new talents. It also
provides opportunities for the young musicians to perform on a competitive platform, before an
international jury.

AWARDS
The top three winners of each age category for both solo and ensemble sections will receive
trophies, certificates and cash prizes.

CASH PRIZES

SOLO ENSEMBLE
COMBINED PERCUSSION
INSTRUMENTAL -
Junior Category ~ 1st Prize $500 = =
2nd Prize $300 = =
3rd Prize $200 - -
Youth Category 1st Prize $1000 = =
2nd Prize $700 = =
3rd Prize $500 = =
Open Category 1st Prize $2000 $4500 $2500
2nd Prize $1500 $3500 $2000
3rd Prize $1200 $2500 $1500

Honourable Mentions may be awarded to finalists who have shown promise in their performances.
Such finalists will receive a cash award of $100.

CERTIFICATES
Participants will receive certificates based on their performance:

Certificate of Distinction: Awarded to the top three prize winners
Certificate of Merit: Awarded to all finalists
Certificate of Participation: Awarded to all remaining participants
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Adjudicators & iFE

Chek Yui Hong Singapore

Musician and educator Chek Yui Hong is well versed in both Chinese
traditional and Western classical music. She picked up the guzheng and
the piano at the ages of five and seven respectively, under the tutelage of
her father. At age nine, she was awarded the 2nd prize in the National
Music Competition Guzheng Junior category. Two years later, she
achieved 1st prize in the Guzheng Senior category and in 1993, she won
1st prize in the Guzheng Open Category.

She has performed extensively as a soloist and in ensembles and orchestras such as the People’s
Association Chinese Orchestra (now the Singapore Chinese Orchestra), the Singapore Youth
Chinese Orchestra and the Singapore Youth Orchestra (now the Singapore National Youth
Orchestra). In 1995, armed with a Public Service Commission scholarship, she majored in
orchestral and choral conducting, and studied piano and harp, at the University of Birmingham,
UK, graduating with an Honours degree in music in 1998.

Currently, Chek teaches Higher Music and ‘A’ level Music at the Nanyang Girls’ High School
and holds the position of Curriculum Director in its Aesthetics Programme. Under her baton, the
Nanyang Girls’ High School Chinese Orchestra has won the Gold with Honours Awardsat the
2005,2007,2009 and 2011 Singapore Youth Festival Central Judging of Chinese Orchestras.
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Ling Hock Siang Singapore

Ling Hock Siang was awarded the National Arts Council’s Arts
Bursary (Overseas) in 1993 to pursue a degree at the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music, majoring in erhu and violin under Professors
Wang Yong De and Zhao Dan Qing respectively. In 2002, he furthered
his studies at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music with support from
j the Lee Foundation and the Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan, and
became the ﬁrst Singaporean to graduate with a master’s degree in erhu performance 2005.

Ling joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) in 1997 and is currently the Erhu Associate
Principal. The SCO has organised a string of recitals for Ling, including Melodies With A
Difference (1999), Hock Siang and Friends (2005) and Oriental Folk Music — An Erhu and Guan
Performance (2007). Ling is also a member of the Hugin Quartet. He has performed with the
group and the SCO in Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Taiwan, Budapest, London, Paris, Australia,
New Zealand, United States, Japan, Korea and Malaysia. He is also the artistic instructor of the
City Chinese Orchestra, erhu instructor of the Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra, Principal
Study Lecturer (Erhu Performance) of the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts and Adjunct
Instrumental Teacher (Erhu Performance) at School of the Arts.

In 2004, Ling was awarded the Young Artist Award by the National Arts Council and the
Singapore Youth Award (Culture and Arts Team Category, The Hugin Quartet) by the National
Youth Council.
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Adjudicators & iFE

Eric James Watson Singapore

British-born composer and conductor Eric Watson was trained at the
Trinity College of Music in London, where he majored in piano, violin,
composition and conducting, for which he was awarded the prestigious
Ricordi prize. After graduation, he worked as a repetiteur in operas
and a musical director for musicals. In his career, Watson has embraced
diverse musical genres including opera, musical theatre, film and
television scoring. In the 20 years that he has lived in Singapore, he has been active as a composer,
conductor, music technologist and educator.

As a composer, Watson had written scores for diverse genres including electro-acoustic music and
gamelan. Watson’s musical theatre work A4 River in Time achieved a fusion of western orchestra,
gamelan and small Chinese ensemble. In 2001, he was appointed as the composer and Music
Director for Singapore’s National Day Parade for which he recorded an orchestral work with the
Singapore Symphony Orchestra. He was again appointed as a composer for the same event in
2007.1In 2007, he was awarded the 1st Prize for his work Zapestries I— Time Dances in the inaugural
International Composition Competition organised by the Singapore Chinese Orchestra.
Tupestries II — The Land Beneath the Wind premiered in 2011, in which year he also wrote the prize-
winning piano prelude Afzermath for the National Piano and Violin Competition, organised by
the National Arts Council. In 2012, his composition for symphony orchestra, Inzersection, had its
world premiere in Singapore and the UK.

As an educator, he teaches classical and contemporary orchestration and composition, as well
as jazz and improvisational techniques. His publications include Grades 1 to 8 Theory Workbooks
and two volumes of piano arrangements titled Mainstream & Standard Jazz. Watson’s work
as a composer and educator has also taken him to many parts of Southeast Asia, Australia and
Europe. He is one of the composers and conductors of the Asian Traditional Ensemble based in
South Korea.

YEBIR. 1518, ERHIDEric WatsonEBWE. /MER. tIfESHEE, HBESRKRIcordiR, 2l
B, tEEERREANSRBTURERBINE R2E, EHMKREET20FHWatsoniiBERE!.
BREL B, BUAENER, MZFREERENER.

fTE200 1 FAMMFEERELLER, HEEAHRLNWT R 2EBAIHINER KA S 7E R R0
Ko F2007FEEREFHEILVERENE. 20078, EFMKERAEREDNEFREHLES
i, WatsonE&E#H1Emm (Tapestries | - Time Dances) FiRE—%. HTF201 1 FEEER
(Tapestries Il - The Land Beneath the Wind) F, B AFIIKERZ ABSSFHNEENE
5NEELEOIETBRMER (Aftermath) . 20124, MHRIEEREIE (Intersection) FHM
REEEHTHEREE, ;

HEEHESHEMYANRIE KR, /FH. BEERUKREIME R, MMBHRNEREEE (Grades 1
to 8 Theory Workbooks) 1 (Mainstream & Standard Jazz) .



Zhang Nian Bing Singapore

Zhang Nian Bing is a well-known Chinese musician, educator and one
of the pioneers in Chinese string quintet performance. She is currently
a tutor for Masters students majoring in sanxian performance at the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music. She also serves as a committee
member of the Chinese Musicians’ Association, and a consultant
of the Chinese Instrumental Music Association’s sanxian section in
Chma In Singapore, she serves on the Singapore Chinese Orchestra’s Artistic Resource Panel
and the National University of Singapore Centre for the Arts’ Chinese Instrumental Examination
Advisory Panel.

Zhang first majored in western classical music at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1953.
She furthered her studies in Chinese music, specialising in Chinese string instruments and
graduated in 1965. Widely recognised for her bold and innovative performing techniques, Zhang
has performed extensively in China, Japan, Yugoslavia, America, Singapore and Hong Kong and
released several CDs and cassette tapes, documenting her compositions. She frequently serves
on the adjudicating panel for various major music competitions in China, Singapore and other
countries.
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Adjudicators & iFE

Kwok Chin Chye Singapore / Taiwan

Suona musician Kwok Chin Chye was born in Singapore and joined
the Kaohsiung City Chinese Orchestra in Taiwan in 1989. Under the
influence of his grandfather and father, he picked up Chinese Opera
percussion and wind instruments at a young age. In 1982, he began
learning the suona from local suona practitioner Yeo Siew Wee, and the
oboe from Dutch oboe musician Joost Flach. Apart from the suona and
oboe, Kwok is also well-versed in other wind instruments such as the guanzi and saxophone.

A versatile musician, Kwok has toured the world extensively and performed as a soloist in countries
such as Taiwan, China, Singapore, the USA, France and the Czech Republic with various
orchestras. His main performances in recent years include a solo recital held in Kaohsiung in 2008,
and appearing as a suona soloist at the invitation of the Taiwanese President at the 100th Year
Anniversary of the Republic of China celebrations in 2011.

As a suona performer, Kwok has been described to possess beautiful tonal control, as well as fine
technique and interpretation. He was awarded a Taiwanese National Arts Achievement Award in
December 2011.

FRFM (Fro0k / 27F)
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Qu Chun Quan Singapore / Taiwan

Internationally renowned conductor and composer Qu Chun Quan has
worked with some of the best Chinese orchestras in Asia. The former
Principal Conductor of the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, he has held
key positions in various musical organisations and orchestras in the
region, including being the Deputy Music Director cum Conductor
of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. He is currently the Principal
Conductor of the Fo-Guang Shan “Sounds of the Human World” Chinese Orchestra, Artistic
Advisor to the Taipei Chinese Orchestra and also lectures at the Taiwan University of the Arts
and the Taiwan Normal University.

Qu studied conducting at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music under masters Huang Yi Jun
and Huang Xiao Tong. Upon his graduation in 1978, he was-appointed as the conductor of
the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra and led the orchestra to premiere works with great success in
numerous concerts in China and overseas.

Qu has also composed and adapted many works which are very widely performed and have won
him several awards. He is also frequently invited to adjudicate at international and national-level
music competitions in China and overseas. A leading figure in the Chinese orchestral scene, Qu'’s
profile is included in The International Who's Who of Intellectuals and The Record of Current China
Arts Celebrities, Dictionary of Current China Musicians, Dictionary of China Musicians.
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Adjudicators @ &

Hao YiFan China

Renowned pipa performer Hao Yi Fan is currently a Professor and
tutor of postgraduate studies at the Central Conservatory of Music in
Beijing. She is also a member of the Chinese Musicians Association and
Director of the Chinese Pipa Association. Hao majored in Pipa Studies
at the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing, where she was taught
by several prominent pipa professors such as Li Guang Zu, Wang Fan
Di, and Lin Shi Cheng. She stayed on to teach at the Conservatory after graduating in 1982.

An award-winning musician and educator, Hao was awarded a joint First Prize in the 1987
Guangdong Music Competition and received an Outstanding Young Teacher Award in 1995.
She has also released many recordings including a solo pipa album, and published the “Wang Pipa
School Li Ting-Song Performance Score”. Hao also frequently stages music concerts in various
cities in China, and has held solo recitals in Taiwan, Singapore, Japan, and Europe. Her notable
performances include the “Wang Pipa School” solo récital in Beijing (2001), the “Pudong School
Pipa Master Lin Shi Cheng 60th Anniversary Concert” (2002) and a joint pipa recital with her
professor Li Guang Zu in Tianjin (2011).

In her many years of teaching, Hao has nurtured many excellent pipa musicians. She has als® been
frequently invited to adjudicate many national-level Folk Instrumental Music Competitions in
China in recent years.
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Jiang Guo Ji China

A National 1st Grade performer in China and taught by maestro
Zhao Song Ting, Jiang Guo Ji is a renown Jizi musician holding
numerous positions, including the Executive Director of the Chinese
Folk Orchestra Society, Vice Chairman of Zhejiang Society of Folk
Orchestral Music, consultant of Zhejiang Musicians’ Association and
Head of the Zhao Song Ting Dizi Art Research Association.

Jiang first came to prominence in 1976 at the National Music Competition in China with his
performance of “Boat Song of the Water Region” and his reputation grew as he continually won
numerous awards in national and international music competitions. In the span of his illustrious
career, Jiang performed in more than 60 countries with various orchestras. A prolific composer of
several well-known 4izi works, his compositions have won many awards. He has also been invited
to write commentaries for domestic and international music magazines and newspapers, published
more than 10 volumes of instructional VCDs and DVDs and has been invited to be an adjudicator
for music competitions.

The giant flute (judi), created by Jiang and his colleagues; was awarded the 3rd Prize of Scientific
and Technological Progress.
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Adjudicators @ FE

Wang Chang Yuan US4

Considered to be one of the most accomplished contemporary guzheng
performers in the world, Wang Chang Yuan began learning the guzbeng
from her father, Wang Xun Zhi, a reputed professor and composer of
guzheng music. A graduate of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music,
Wang moved to the United States of America in 1984, where she did
research in World Music and taught guzheng at Kent State University.
She is currently the Director of both the New York Overseas Chinese Orchestra and Wang Chang
Yuan Zheng Academy.

Also an accomplished composer, Wang’s guzheng composition Battling the Typhoon, known as one
of the most classic modern guzheng pieces, was featured in the Chinese film Hundreds of Flowers in
Bloom and also adapted into a piano concerto. She has also released numerous recordings featuring
her compositions.

In an illustrious career which spans over 50 years, Wang has frequently represented China in
overseas diplomatic visits and performed for foreign leaders visiting China. Since moving to the
USA in 1984, she has held several solo performances at prestigious venues such as the Carnegie
Hall in New York, Royal Opera House in London, and gave lectures at various educ#tional
institutions such as Harvard University.

Wang has also been frequently invited to adjudicate at major international music competitions, in
which many of her students were also top prize winners.
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Wong On-yuen Hong Kong

Wong On-yuen graduated from the Secondary School affiliated to the
Central Conservatory of Music and the China Conservatory of Music,
where he was under the tutelage of Nie Jingyu and Lan Yusong. He
was the founding and only Concertmaster of the Hong Kong Chinese
Orchestra for 27 years. He is currently a part-time erbu tutor at the
Music Department of the Chinese University of Hong Kong and the
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

Wong’s diverse career includes being a conductor, arranger, teacher, adjudicator and arts
consultant. He has made 27 solo recordings, including DVDs, and was the producer of 26
Chinese music albums. He won numerous awards, including the Gold Tripod Award for Best
Performance and Best Recording for the albums The Hugin world of Wong On-yuen and Toasting
Song respectively, Hong Kong’s Ten Outstanding Young Persons Award (1985), Performer of the
Year award by the Hong Kong Artists’ Guild (1989), Most Outstanding Asian Artists award by
the Chinese-American Arts Council of New York (1991), etc.

Wong has toured the world extensively with various international Chinese and symphony
orchestras and ensembles as a soloist, held more than 130 Augin solo recitals since 1981 and was
the first Chinese/Hong Kong erhu soloist to perform a widely acclaimed recital at New York’s
Carnegie Hallin 1991.
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Xu Xue Dong China

Renowned yanggin musician Xu Xuedong is currently a Professor and
tutor of postgraduate studies at the Minzu University of China Music
College. He also holds key positions at various musical organisations in
China. At 20 years of age, Xu won the First Prize in the Professional
. Category at the National Instrumental Competition, organised by the
D ®  Ministry of Culture in China.

Xu composed many works which are widely performed and have won him several awards. His
compositions, erhu solo piece “Love at Xikou” and yanggin solo piece “Autumn Dreams and Lotus
Roots”, won him an Outstanding Competition Award and a Class Two Award at the 3rd National
Folk Orchestral Music Showcase respectively. His works have been performed and used widely by
music conservatories and music competitions.

Xu has performed solo in more than 10 countries, and given lectures at several music
conservatories within China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau. He is highly sought after as a
judge in yanggin competitions in China and overseas, and many of his students have won prizes in

national and regional musical competitions.
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Schedule BEEFE

Preliminary Round | #]3&
vENUE: Singapore Conference Hall | #155: iR AR E
TUE | £8Z WED | 2Hi= THU | 2810 FRI| 28R SAT | 28X suN | 28H
27Nov| 118278 i 28 Nov|11H288 | 29Nov|11A298 { 3oNov|11A308 | 1DEC|I12AIH 2 DEC| 12828
SOLO JUNIOR SOLO JUNIOR SOLO YOUTH SOLO YOUTH SOLO YOUTH SOLO OPEN
DEPE DRSS BEEmE BEERSE SEERE AFFEEE
9.00 AM 9.00 AM 9.00 AM 9.00 AM 9.00 AM 9.00 AM
Guzheng Dizi Sheng Pipa Zhongruan Erhu
EEd BT = BE BT —#A
I11.30 AM 11.20 AM 10.00 AM I1I.1I0 AM SOLO OPEN
Suona Erhu Erhu Suona AFEME
il _#A —#A iingila] I1.40 AM
Guzheng
EES
SOLO JUNIOR SOLO JUNIOR SOLO YOUTH SOLO YOUTH SOLO OPEN SOLO OPEN
DEEMSE DERE BEERE EEARE NFFEME AFFEBE
2.00 PM 2.00PM 2.00 PM 2.00 PM 2.00 PM 2.00 PM
Pipa Yangqin Erhu (con’t) Yangqin Pipa Yangqin
B8 7 —HA (&) = BEE =
5.50 PM SOLO YOUTH 3.35 PM 4.10 PM ENSEMBLE OPEN
Zhongruan BEEAMSE Dizi Dizi E
‘:F'BJTE 4.55 PM BT ﬁ% 4.10 PM
Guzheng Combined
mE 5.35 PM Instrumental
Zhongruan a=/A
i
5.25 PM
6.45 PM Percussion
Suona FIEFRNA
M gy
 Masterclasses | XJf¥E
SAT | 287 8 pEC|1288H
9— 11 AM 12—-2PM 3-5PM
Dizi Masterclass Guzheng Masterclass Erhu Masterclass
Rl EE 2Nk ZHAKYMIE
Yangqin Masterclass Suona Masterclass Pipa Masterclass
HERIMIE MR A HE EEAIMY

*Masterclasses will be held at the Exhibition Hall.
The Competition and Prize Winners’ Concert will be held at the SCO Concert Hall.

RIMPEE RS

WF3T, LRME KRR E & R R E R R A E R,



Final Round | /RE
vENUE: Singapore Conference Hall | #1532 $TIIRARE
MON | 28— TUE | 28— WED | 281= THU | 281 FRI| 287
3 DECc|12A3A 4 DEC| 12H4H 5 DEC| 12H58 6 DEC|12H6H 7 DEC | 12878
SOLO JUNIOR SOLO JUNIOR SOLO YOUTH SOLO YOUTH SOLO OPEN
DR DRSS BEAME BEEME AFFEME
10.30 AM 9.00 AM 9.00 AM 9.00 AM 9.00 AM
Guzheng Pipa Suona Sheng Zhongruan
EE 28 n{ia| %= lo
Zhongruan Yangqin Guzheng Zhongruan Guzheng
22l nE EES BT EEd
SOLO OPEN Pipa
AFERE BB
Suona
nli| ENSEMBLE OPEN
a%E
Percussion
FIEFRNA
SOLO JUNIOR SOLO YOUTH SOLOYOUTH SOLO OPEN ENSEMBLE OPEN
DEPME BEAME BEAMRE AFFEIRE A%
" 2.00PM 2.00 PM 2.00 PM 2.00 PM 2.00 PM
» Dizi Erhu Dizi Erhu Combined
BT —# BF . Instrumental
a=NE
Erhu . Pipa Yangqin Yangqin
—# B8 EZiE= =
Suona Dizi
indls) HF
Prize Winners’ Concert & Prize Presentation Ceremony | RREERSS ML
sUN | 283 9 pECc|12H9H
8.00 PM
Prize Winners’ Concert & Prize Presentation Ceremony
REEFRSMEALL

Schedule is accurate at time of print. For updates, visit www.nac.gov.sg/ncme
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Prize Winners’ Concert &
Prize Pl'cscntatlon Ceremony

Sunday, 9 December | 8pm A
Singapore Conference Hall (SCO Concert Hall)

Tickets at $10
\
The Prize Winners' Concert & Prize Presentation Ceremony honours YT
outstanding young musicians after 11 days of rigorous competition. Enjoy a
spectacular showcase of the nation’s finest talents in Chinese instrumental
music. Selected winners will also have an opportunity to perform with the
Singapore Chinese Orchestra. Come and witness the glory of our young talents!

HRESFRSEMIRAL J°

20124F12A90 (£88) | S8k

HiEASE (FEERASET)
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Masterclasses
Saturday, 8 December 2012

Singapore Conference Hall (Exhibition Hall)

Tickets at $5 per session

Seize the rare opportunity to observe the Competition’s international adjudicators conduct
Masterclasses for selected participants. All sessions are open to observers.

TIME CLASS CONDUCTED BY
9am - 1lam Dizi Jiang Guo Ji
Yanggin Xu Xue Dong
. Guzheng ............................................ Wang Chang Yasn
Suona Kwok Chin Chye
3pm_5pm ................................. e Wors On-yuen ......................................
Pipa Hao Yi Fan
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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW THROUGH:

SISTIC Website: www.sistic.com.sg
SISTIC Mobile App on Android and iPhone
SISTIC Hotline: (65) 6348 5555

SISTIC Authorised Agents islandwide.

All ticket prices exclude SISTIC handling fee.
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SISTIC Mh: www.sistic.com.sg

SISTIC Mobile App on Android and iPhone
SISTICHALL: (65) 6348 5555
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2012 National Chinese Music Competition
Advisory Committee & Secretariat

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Dr Soh Kay Cheng (Chairperson)

Mr Choo Thiam Siew (Vice-Chairperson)
Ms Elaine Ng (Vice-Chairperson)

Mrs Ee-Chek Yui Hong
Mr Terence Ho

Mr Ling Hock Siang
Mr Lum Yan Sing

Ms Neo Phaik Hoon
Ms Amy Ser

Dr Tay Teow Kiat

Mr Yeo Siew Wee

Mdm Zhang Nian Bing

MUSIC ADVISOR

. Maestro Tsung Yeh

SECRETARIAT
Ms Hoon Jia Jia
Ms Lynn Seah
Ms Rachel Lim
Ms Tee She Hui
Ms Pamela Tham
Ms Alicia Teng
Ms Loh Mee Joon
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Co-organised by

= SCO

NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL Ge p
SINGAPORE MR A




