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In collaboration with Singapore Chinese Orchestra

This composition is based on the theme of
the Song dynasty work entitled Tune of Plum
Blossom. It praises the elegant and immaculate
plum blossom which retains its poise in winter,
withstanding frosty winds and alone in its taste
for bitter cold, a true nobleman among flowers.
This work features an original sheng sextet
arrangement.
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This composition depicts the journey towards
the ethereal state of being “zen”

The complexity of this piece demands tenacity
and precision from the musicians. It also calls for
the use of complicated techniques such as palm
mutes on the sheng and unusual string striking
positions for the yanggin.

A three-beat refrain is repeated on the yanggin
to produce a hypnotic melodic loop as the
sheng brings the melody to a peak. The yanggin
embarks on an extended solo then returns to its
previous refrain as the sheng takes on the role
of lead instrument and plays the theme. As the
audience is transported to a realm of spiritual
purity, the music gradually settles into a peaceful
hush. Everything seems to enter a state of rest;
the spirit achieves a quiet “nothingness”



Kl ERIT ORI 2B

EERXMNEERENBRAIERNTEZ, £
fESE N EREN R, ZHER T — L5
EZNEIE, WHERALEERBPIAEITREHNSS
E)&%\ %gtpifé—fﬁ*mﬁgz@_ﬁ%%o

BENESH=PHETHoERIEE, £
SERBEME, BEFRE z%o%ﬁﬁﬁzﬁ&

H#EE, EMEREXN=T"10, XNENE
ARNSHIAN, RUZIEE, WEFBRTUES
—MORBENELRER, RBRIEHTFEER
xFE, RFYEFARKBRORET, LRET—
__EHEO

One of Schumann’s best known pieces, this work
is the seventh of 13 short pieces in a collection
called Kinderszenen (Scenes from Childhood). As
Schumann puts it, Traumerei (which translates to
Dreaming) provides his adult reminiscences of
childhood. Originally written for piano, this piece
is now performed by a sheng quartet with the four
musicians playing the harmony and melody lines of
the composition.
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Nasreddin is a fictional folk character believed
to have been based on a real-life Turkish imam
(philosopher-teacher) who existed during the Middle
Ages (around 13th century). Throughout Central
Asia and the Middle East, there exists many stories
about Nasreddin that depict him as a populist Sufi
philosopher, wise man, teacher and prankster with a
sharp wit and a great sense of humour.

Originally written for the piano, this medley has been
arranged by Lim Kiong Pin as a sheng concerto. The
medley includes the following parts: Walking in the
Desert, Riding a Donkey, Intermezzo and Catching
a Thief.

R RbOAY, B AREOTR

T RER—
%%ﬁ%—ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ,%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ—
SLINETP, HEMRKXEE Tﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁm

%,ﬁ%@ﬁﬁ$ﬁ§ﬁ ﬁexmﬁﬁ
AR ANES, BB BEAEESRH,

A aE (EDE) . (BEY) . (Exd)
<<?E/ fA/ o

This composition is based on a Shanxi opera tune.
It uses various blowing techniques to imitate the
singing voice in the original tune, giving it a rich
ethnic flavour.
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Seah Kar Wee is a young and talented sheng
performer in Singapore. In 1991, Seah went to
Shanghai to study sheng performing skills from Xu
Chao Ming. He also studied under the tutelage of

Hu Tian Quan and Yi Yong Ren. He is currently an  joi
instructor of Keming Primary School, Chung Cheng

High School (Main), Temasek Secondary School and
Coral Secondary School Chinese Orchestras. He is
also involved in arranging the music exam pieces for
the National University of Singapore.
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Beijing-born Guo Chang Suo hasalove formusicsince
young. He started learning sheng from Wu Xin Shui at
the age of nine, and gained entry into the affiliated
secondary school of the Central Conservatory of
Music in 1979, studying under the tutelage of Lin Fu
Gui. He then entered the Chinese Music Department
of China Conservatory of Music in 1982 and studied
under Professor Zhang Zhi Liang. Guo joined the
Singapore Chinese Orchestra as a sheng performer
in 1997 and is currently the sheng sectional principal.
Guo’s delicate, skillful and touching-performance has
won him innumerous commendations.
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Ong Yi Horng started learning dizi and sheng from
Mr Ng Kok Tsai during his school days in Manjusri
Secondary. In 1988, Ong joined the Theatre Arts

; Troupe Chinese Orchestra as a sheng player. He

ed the NTUC Chinese Orchestra as a principal
veng player in 1993, and subsequently became a
full-time sheng playerinthe SAF Chinese Orchestra.
Ong joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra as a
sheng performer in 1997. He is currently also the
instructor for sheng and suona for Cheng San
Community Club Chinese Orchestra, and Chinese
orchestra instructor for several schools.
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Be mesmerised by the elegant sounds of Ruan ,
a musical instrument with 2000 years of history,
beautifully performed by the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra Ruan Ensemble - Zhang Rong Hui,
Cheng Tzu Ting, Foong Chui San, Han Ying and
Jing Po. The programme includes pieces such as
Moon Over Mount Guan, Flowing Stream and Ancient
Tune of Mount Zhongnan by distinguished Chinese
composer Ning Yong.

RE THMKERE—RTESRK - KERE,
MEZRE, BREM, BN, EHZ1&H
MER. BRTHINREXHEE20005E7 EH
HHERRNERE, RERNMEREETEE
HE (LEE) . NEMEHE (1TIR) ,
AR ISR A 8 . FREOR M 4% B o B Y
(RWAY,

1 Dec 2010, Wed

7.30pm, Esplanade Recital Studio

Tickets: $28

Concession for students, NSF and senior citizens: $20
Early Bird Price (valid from 6 Oct - 3 Nov 2010): $24
Concession for students, NSF and senior citizens: $16

20105£12A1H, E#=

B E7830%, RBZARABOLEFRE

=i $28

rEEE, BRBR/RARRRSALHER: $20
VR MESFE(RR2010 £108 6 BE11H3H): $24
rEEYE, BRBRARRRSALRES: $16

Esplanade would like to thank our Sponsors for their generous support of the arts:
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The Esplanade Co Ltd is a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee and registered under the Charities Act.
©The Esplanade Co Ltd 2010. All information correct at time of printing.
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