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Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery was 
fo unded in 1921 by then Venerable Zhuan Dao. 
Under the guidance of the late Abbot, Venerable 
Hong Choon, Kong Meng San Phor Kark See 
Monastery has established itself as one of the 
larg est Buddhist monasteries in Singapore and 
has been demonstrating Buddha's teachings 
on compassion and wisdom throug h its act ive 
contribution to the society. 

Tonight's concert is a testament to the 
monastery's efforts in bringing the Dharma 
closer to the publ ic over the past 88 years. 
Through beautiful music that brings joy and 
peace to the hearts of everyone, th is co ncert 
will promote harmony amon gst different races 
and religions. 

Like the first Voices of Harmony concert in 
2006, ton ight's performance organised by the 
monastery serves to raise funds and this year's 
beneficiary is the Singapore Buddhist Free 
Clin ic. As the society progresses, Singaporeans 
are generally enjoying a better standard of 
living but health-care is one sector which 
needs support from the government and 
private corporations. Funds raised will help 
the Singapore Buddhist Free Clinic provide 
free medica l services to the sick and needy and 
rel ieve their financia l burden. 

I cong ra tu la te Kong Meng Sa n Phor Ka rk See 
Monastery and Venerab le Kwang Sheng for the 
good work and spiri t of service and wish SCO 
success in presenting this product ion. I also 
thank all the monastery's devotees, generous 
donors, sponsors and contributors for maki ng • 
this evening possibl e. 

I wish all of you a very enjoyable evening. 
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Ven Sik Kwang Sheng 

Abbot, Kong Meng San Ph or Kark See Monastery (KMSPKS) 

President, Singapore Buddhist Federation (SBF) 

Chairman, Inter-Religious Organisation of Singapore (IRO) 
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Three years ago, due to the strong support of various units, 
volunteers, devotees, the Singapore Chinese Orchestra 
and various public figu res, we successfully conducted the 
inaugural Voices of Harmony Buddhist concert in 2006. 

This year, once aga in, with the zealous support of everybody 
including the Singapore Chinese Orchestra, we hold the 
Voices of Harmony charity concert. Although humanity is 
segregated by language, cul tural and racia l differences, 
music does not have such a boundary. Every individual can 
experience through the ocean of beautiful melodies different 
mean ing as well as the Buddha 's great compassion. 

The Avatamsaka Sutra states: "Using sound to propagate 
the Dharma." By employing sound as an offering to the 
Buddha, we use gracefu l, enchanting melodies to uncover 
and start the precious jewel raft of wisdom to eject a stream 
of miraculous Dharma medicine in the turbulent sea of 
emotional ups and downs. 

Although everybody may have a different faith, we all have 
a common wish for harmony. We hope that development 
and progress on earth ca n take place harmoniously, that the 
various races and relig ions can co-exist harmoniously, that 
there wil l be harmony between different people, between 
countries, between human and nature. 

Once again, the fu nds raised from this chari ty concert will 
all go to The Singapore Buddhist Free Clinic to fund its daily 
operating costs. Just as what the people knew, the Singapore 
Buddhist Free Clinic was established in 1969 by the esteemed 
Venerable Siang Kai and the highly revered Venerab le Hong 
Choon to demonstrate the Buddha's great compassion by 
allaying the sufferings ofthe sick and needy. 

Music, is the key to opening the door to one 's heart, and the 
dew to cl eanse and refresh one's spirit. Music moves one 
and is the molten lava that ignites the spark of wisdom. It 
nourishes one and possesses a fulfilling and beautiful halo. 
We hope the splend id, melodious music tonight with its 
natural rhyth m jumpstarts your discovery to your innate 
treasure of life. 

Last, but not least, we wou ld like to express our heartfelt 
gratitude and utmost blessing to each and everyone who 
who leheartedly support this event. 
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Fol lowing our first co llaboration with Kong 
Meng San Phor Ka rk See Monastery in 2006, 
Singapore Ch inese Orchestra (SCO) is proud to 
present Voices of Harmony 2009 charity concert 
once aga in, to help rai se funds for the Si ngapore 
Buddhist Free Clini c. With the economy stil l 
uncerta in, I hope we can bring harmony and 
happiness to al l fa ithful ones with mus ic from 
the heart. 

SCO has grown considerably since its 
inaugurat ion 13 years ago and is today one of 
Singapore's flagship arts grou p. In this concert, 
the China Disabled People's Performing Art 
Troupe's will once again awe us with their 
famed dance performance Avalokitesvara 
Bodhisattva . This con cert will also witness 
the coming together of monks and artistes, 
each contributing the ir part to the good 
cause of fund- raising. With the harmonious 

accompaniment of SCO, the evening promises 
to be a heart-cleansing experience. 

I would like to than k all supporters of SCO and 
devotees of Kong Meng San Phor Kark See 
Monastery as well as everyone who attended 
tonight's concert. I wish you a heart-warm ing 
evening. 
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Encouraged and motivated by the resounding 
success of the Voices of Harmony 2006 fund­
ra ising concert which ra ised more than S$6 
mi llion, we decided in 2007 to stage a sequel. 

Under the respectable leadersh ip ofVen. Kwang 
Sheng, Abbot of Kong Meng San Ph or Kark See 
Monastery, the Organising Committee worked 
relen tl ess ly together for a more refreshing, 
captivating and engaging Voices of Harmony 
2009 concert. This one-night mega event 
wil l see highlights such as the magnificent 
and breath-taking Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva 
performance by the China Disabled People's 
Perfo rming Arts Troupe and beautiful voca ls of 
Taiwan pop icon David Ta o. 

The benevolence of the Buddha rides along 
with more than two thousand years of rich 
Buddh ist history. The Voices of Harmony concert 
fuses benevolence, harmony and grati tude, all 
of which are centra l to Buddh ist tea chings. 

Th is concert aims to raise funds for the Singapore 
Buddhist Free Cl inic and lend a he lping hand to 
the sick and needy. lt is most heart-warming to 
witness how thi s event fosters greater harmony 
amongst races and religions, and love for the 
society. 

We are deeply honoured and gratefu l to have 
had Minister Mentor Mr Lee Kuan Yew as the 
Guest-of-Honour for Voices of Harmony 2006. 
And, we are most honoured to have Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Defence Teo 
Chee Hean as the Guest-of-Honour to grace 
Voices of Harmony this year. 

By presenting the most melod io us music and 
enchanting da nces, we wish to tha nk each and 
everyone of you heartily for your strong support. 

My most sincere wishes of good health, peace 
and happiness to al l of you . 
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'J'~~ little Note 
~tf-T-1.* ~~Movie by Royston Tan 

,J,~ 11-iOJ 1 Jim Lim 111lfl l ~xk~ ~lie.~ 
Lyric by Xiaohan I Composed by Jim Lim I Orchestrated by Sim Boon Yew 

~n3f~ Sounding the Bell and the Drum 
fff; ~ 5R 11 Uf1 Composed by Tan Kah Yang 
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The Thousand Arms of Guan Yin 
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Bod hisattva: 

Mantra: 

Samsara: 

Who is Guan Yin? 

Guan Yi n is the Bodh isattva* who embodies the great compassion of all Buddhas, as 

venerated by East Asian Buddh ists. The name Guan Yin is short for Guan Shi Yin which 

means "Observ ing the Sounds ofthe World." Known as the Lord who looks upon th e world 

with compassion, this Bodhisa ttva is the on e who will listen to the sufferings of the world 

and free all sentient beings from suffering. 

The most revered Bodhisattva in Buddhism, Guan Yi n is the female man ifestation of this 

Bodhisattva, while Aval okitesvara an d Che nrezig are her male forms. Common ly known 
in the West as the Goddess of Mercy, the six-syllable Om Mani Padme Hung is the heart 

mantra* of this Bodhisattva. 

How Guan Yin Attained Her 1,000 Arms? 
On e prominent Buddhist story tells of Aval okitesva ra vowing to never rest until he had freed 
all sentient beings from Samsara*. To symbolise His overwhelming great compassion and 

determination, He made the great vow that "should He ever become disheartened in saving 

sentient beings, may His body shatter into a thousand pieces." 

One day, He gazed in to the hells that He had emptied through the teaching of the Dharma, 

and realised, to His dismay, that count less beings were still flooding into them. In a moment 

of exasperat ion, He became so disheartened that true to His vow, His body shattered in great 

agitation and despair. 

Despite this, He did not give up. His consciousness beseeched the Buddhas for help. One of 

the Buddhas who came to help was Amitabha * Buddha, who became His Guru* Buddha. 

With the Buddha's miraculous powers, He attained a new form - one with a th ousand 

helping hands of Compassion coupled with the eyes of Wisdom in each palm. With th is, He 

renewed His vow to save not just limited sentient beings, but all sentient beings. 

May we not be disheartened by obstacles but always overcome them and become spiritually 

stronger - like Avaloki tesvara. 

May we not backslide or experience a spiri tual standsti ll, but always renew and strengthen 

our vows of benefiting and helping all sentient beings. 

A great be ing who aspires to free all sentient beings from suffering before entering the bliss of 
Buddha hood 

Prescribed syllab les (in Sanskrit) to protect the mind from the defil ements such as attachment, aversion 
and delusion . They exp ress the essence of spec ific energies. Recitation of ma ntras is always done with 
specific visuali sations. 

The world of rebirth and suffering. 

Amitabha Buddha: Amitabha is the most commonly used name for the Buddha of Infinite Light and Infinite Life. He 
presides over the Western Pure Land (Land of Ul timate Bliss), where anyone can be rebo rn through 
utterly sincere recitation of His name, particul arly at the time of death. 

Gu ru: Spiritual teacher /friend /mentor. 
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Its History 

Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery (KMSPKS) 
has a history of 88 years. Founded in 1921 by Venerable 
Sik Zhuan Dao, it was the fi rst traditional Ch inese fo rest 
monastery in Singapore. As the monastery was bui lt in 
the midst of a rubber plantation at Kong Meng San, the 
monastery takes on the name Kong Meng San Phor Kark 
See Monastery. Incidentall y, Kong Men g San (which 
litera lly means "bright hill" in Chinese) is al so the 
name of Guan Yin Bodhisattva's Pure Land. And Phor 
Kark See, which literally means "monastery of universal 
awakening", remin ds us to abide by right understanding 
of the Dharma, to benefit sentient beings, and to real ise 
the great liberation. 

In 1943, at the age of 72, Venerable Sik Zhuan Dao 
passed away an d Venerable Seck Hong Choon became 
the monastery's second abbot in the year 1947. With 
great perseverance and the support of his followers, he 
progressively developed and expanded the monastery 
into one of the largest and most majestic place of 
religious practice in Singapore. Today, KMSPKS is 
one of the most significant and renowned Buddhist 
monasteries in Southeast Asia. Its building structures 
are an interesting and unique amalgam of Chinese art, 
aesthetics and Southeast Asia n architectural styles. 

Its Services 

Al though more commonly known for its crematorium 
and columbarium services, the monastery also has a 
Dharma Propagation Division (DPD). Set up in 1998 
by the sixth and current Abbot, Venerable Sik Kwang 
Sh eng, DPD offers a wide range of Buddh ist activities 
an d services to benefit all. From free Dharma books, 
magazines, CDs and DVDs, e-n ewsletters, podcasts and 
websites, Buddhist arts performances to organising 
pilgrimages, Dharma classes, workshops, talks, 
retreats and events, student care centres, community 
and recycling programmes, it is a one-stop ce ntre to 
meet the various needs of Buddhists of all ages. The 
monastery is also the initiator of Awareness Place - a 
ch ain of reta il stores with a holistic lifestyle concept, 
dedicated to fostering one's body, mind and spirit. 

In add ition, KMSPKS started The Buddhist College 
of Singapore (BCS), the first monastic college in 
Singapore. The BCS is a tertiary institution to nurture 
outstanding Buddhist leaders of the future. Founded 
in 2005, it is the first educational institution for Sangha 
members in Singapore. The founding purpose of the BCS 
is to contribute to the continual development of Chinese 
Buddhism and its spread in the English-speaking world 
by providing the necessary human resources through 
education. KMSPKS's vision is to be an international 
Buddhist hub, one that is guided by compassion and 
wisdom for the Enlightenment of all. 
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra 
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Inaugurated in 1997, the 75-strong Singapore 
Chinese Orchestra (SCO) is the country's only 
professional Chinese orchestra as well as a 
flagsh ip local arts group. Taking on the twin 
role of preserving traditional arts and culture 
and establishing new frontiers through the 
incorporation of exotic Southeast Asian 
cultural artifacts, its home is the Singapore 
Conference Hall, a prime performance venue 
in the financial district. These factors, together 
with the patronage of Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong, have made the SCO an outstanding and 
unique orchestra. 

Known for its high performance 
standards, the SCO has been 
invited to perform at such 
prestigious events as the World 
Economic Forum and International 
Summit of Arts Council in 2003 
and the 2006 International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Annual 
Meeting. The orchestra also 
toured Beijing, Shanghai and 
Xiamen in 1998 and Taiwan in 
2000. In 2005, it performed at 
the Budapest Spring Festival, the 
Singapore Season in London and Gateshead. 
In October 2007, the SCO performed at the 
Beijing Music Festival, as well as in Shanghai 
as part of the Singapore Season in the China 
Shanghai International Arts Festival. It was also 
invited to perform at the Macau International 
Music Festival, as well as at major concert halls 
in Guangzhou, Zhongshan and Shenzhen. In 
August 2009, SCO made history by becoming 
the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the 
opening week of the Edinburgh Festival. 
Such stints enabled the SCO to showcase its 
talents, propelling it to the forefront of the 
international music arena. 

In line with its aim of being an orchestra for 
everyone, the SCO reaches out to the masses 
through its outdoor concerts at national 
parks, schools and heartlands. The SCO also 
commissions its own compositions and in 
2006, organised its fi rst music composition 
competition that featured contestants 
incorporating musical elements from 
Southeast Asia. It is with this vision that the 
SCO continues to inspire, influence, educate 
and communicate through its music. 
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of Singapore 
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Inter-Relig ious Organisation of Singapore or IRO is one of the oldest if not the oldest inter-faith organisation in the world. 

It had its beginnings in the founding of the Inter-Religious Organisation of Singapore and Johor Bahru in 1949. During an 

inter-faith reception to welcome the renowned Muslim missionary Maulana Abdul Aleem Siddiqui to Singapore in 1949, a 

group of religious leaders and Sir Malcolm Macdonald (the then British Comissioner General for South East Asia) discussed 

and agreed with the Maulana to form an inter-faith organisation. 

On 18th March 1949, the IRQ held its public launch in the Victoria Memorial Hall. A multi- rel igious capacity crowd of more 

than 2000 people fil led the hall to hear various speakers from different religions affirm their commitment to inter-faith 

endeavours. Sir Malcolm Macdonald described "this meeting is in some ways the most remarkable held in Singapore. 
Perhaps it is also the most hopeful". At this meeting, Reverend Dr H.B. Amstutz, the first President of the IRQ, expressed 

the belief that "we through this organisation are no longer strangers and enemies but pilgrims on a common road seeking 

common goals". 

In 1961, the organisation was renamed the Inter-Relig ious Organisation of Singapore. The objectives of the IRQ are: 

1. To inculate the spirit of friendship and co-operation among the leaders and followers of different religions. 

2. To improve the conditions of the adherents of different religions in generally accepted moral principles. 

3. To organise by lawfu l and peaceful means a movement to eradicate the common evils prevailing among mankind. 

4. To work for the achievement of peace and good-will among mankind. 

5. To promote mutual respect, assistance and protection among the adherents of different religions. 

6. To conduct prayers and med itation for the well-being of mankind as often as possible and whenever convenient. 

7. To promote in every way unity and co-operation among the followers of different religions for the good of mankind. 

8. To organise public lectures, study groups, radio and television publicity in an effort to famil iarise the public with the 

objectives of the Organisation. 

To achieve these objectives, the 

IRQ has conducted seminars, 
public talks and inter-faith prayer 

services, established an inter-faith 

fellowship, col lated inter-religious 

views, publ ished books and other 

materials on relig ious harmony 

and spiritual values. The IRO also 
initiates inter-faith co-operation 

in welfare service projects as well 

as community service campaigns . 
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Singapore Buddhist Free Clinic 
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The Singapore Buddhist Free Clinic (SBFC) is a charitable organisation established by local 
Buddhists. It aims to put into practice Buddha's belief of benevolence and al lay the sufferings of 
the sick and needy. The clin ic seeks to dispel illnesses through the provision of health-care and 
thus bring joy to all. 

The establishment of the clin ic was initiated by Venerable Siong Ka i (BBM). Venerable Hong 
Choon provided financial support by establishing a fund which received overwhelming response 
from Buddhists. A committee in charge of drafting rules and regulations for the running of the 
clinic was set up on November 1969; Buddhists were invited to be sponsors for the cl inic. The 
clinic borrowed the second level of a Buddhist temple located at no. 7, Yan Kit Road and used 
it for providing clinical services and organising meetings for directors. On September 1983, the 
cl inic became a public charitable organisation after approval was given by the Inland Revenue 
Authority. By January 1997 al l donations to the clinic were tax-exempted and this served as an 
act of recognition for the clinic approval by the Ministry of Health. 

The six branches of the SBFC are located in Geylang West, Tanjong Pagar, Redhill, Delta, Ang 
Mo Kio and Jurong East. The SBFC endeavours to treat patients by providing them with qua lity 
medical service. The running costs of all the six clinics amount to about S$25,000 a month. 
Donations are collected through a variety of means: actual donation, Giro, Credit Card and 
through the SBFC website online donation portal . 

Despite financial difficu lties, the SBFC dispenses medical consultations and traditiona l Chinese 
medications to each and every patient, regard less of race and religion, at just a dollar per day. In 
addition, al l senior citizens above the age of sixty are exempted from payment. As the operating 
costs to run a free clinic continuously increase, the SBFC organises fund-raising activities 
yearly such as Walkathon, Food and Fun Fair, Flag sell ing etc. The SBFC looks forward to your 
continued support to the fund-raising activities it organises. Your continual good deeds and 
great support are sincerely appreciated. 
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Ven Sik Kwang Sheng 

57-year old Venerable Kwang Sheng is 
the sixth abbot of a renowned monastery 
in Singapore, Kong Meng San Phor See 
Monastery. Although he was only officially 
appointed the Abbot in June 2004, he has 
served as its chief administrator since 1995. 

Besides being the Rector of the Buddhist 
College of Singapore, he is also the Chairman 
of the Singapore Buddhist Free Clinic, the 
President of Inter-Religious Organisation 
of Singapore (2009), the President of the 
Singapore Buddhist Community Foundation, 
and the Chairman of Maha Bodhi School 
Management Committee, Manjusri 
Secondary School Management Committee 
and the Mee Toh School Management 
Committee. In addition, he serves as the 
current President of Singapore Buddhist 
Federation. Previously, he was Singapore 
Buddhist Federation's 30th President, and 
its 29th Secretary-general. 

Ven. Kwang Sheng is one of the more 
illustrious disciples of the highly revered 
Ven. Hong Choon. After his ord ination, he 
travelled to Taiwan, Hong Kong, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Korea and Japan for retreats and 
personal cultivation. Concerned with the 
shortage of learned Buddhist monastics, 
he started a Buddhist College of Singapore 
(BCS) in 2005. Since the inception of BCS, 
Venerabl e Kwang Sheng, as the Rector, has 
worked tirelessly, meticulously overseeing 
both internal and external affairs as well as 
showing care and concern for the students. 

A multi-linguist who speaks fluent English, 
Mandarin and Korean, he is also an ardent 
Buddhist music enthusiast who initiated the 
highly successful mega Buddhist concert 
Voices of Harmony in 2006, and is a co­
producer of several best-selling albums­
Buddha Smiles, Reverence, Inner Resonance 
I, II and Ill and the Om Mani Padme Hum 
album featuring him and the Gyuto monks. 

A versatile and talented instrumentalist of 
the electrone organ and the taiko (Japanese 
wide drum), he has appeared in several 
concerts as the drummer, keyboa rdist and 
vocalist. Through this musical and dance 
fiesta, he hopes Buddhist music can strike a 
chord in each and everyone's heart. 
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Maestro Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra 
(SCO) as Music Director in January 2002. Under him, SCO has 
successfully expanded its repertoire with innovative works -
such as Marco Polo and Princess Blue-A Symphonic Epic, Instant 
is a Millennium - A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian, 
The Grandeur of Tang, Thunderstorm , Admiral of the Seven Seas 
and Awaking. In Awaking, he melded Shakespeare and Tang 
Xianzu's plays into one, elevating Chinese Orchestral music to 
a higher level. 

His persevera nce and diligence have brought SCO's 
performances to new heights, both musically and technically. 
Between March and April 2005, he led the orchestra on a tour of 
Europe at Barbican Center in London, The Sage Gateshead an d 
the Budapest Spri ng Festival. In October 2007, SCO performed 
at the Beij ing Music Festival , China Shanghai International 
Arts Festival, Macau International Music Festival, as well as at 
major con cert halls in Guangzhou, Zhongshan and Shenzhen . In 
August 2009, SCO mad e history by becoming the first Chinese 
orchestra to perfo rm in the open ing week of the Edinburgh 
Festival. 

Tsung Yeh is also the Music Director of the South Bend 
Symphony Orchestra in the United States. In 1995, he was 
honored with the ASCAP Award together with the South Bend 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Tsung Yeh's previous engagements included San Francisco, 
Tucson and New Haven Symphonies, Calgary and Rochester 
Philharmonic, and orchestras from Beijing, Shanghai, 
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong, Taipei, Taichung, Japan, 
France, Poland, Russia and Czech Republ ic. 

With the growing reputation as a teacher of conducting, Tsung 
Yeh is currently guest professor in both China Conservatory and 
the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has been one of the 
Artistic Directors of the Symphonic Workshop Ltd in the Czech 
Republic since 1992 and has also taught at the Conductors Guild 
Workshops in Chicago and Indianapolis. In addition to teaching 
at the Musik Hochschule in Zurich Switzerland, he has made 
various recordings under the Hugo, Delos and Naxos labels. 
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Considered Ta iwan's R&B godfather, 
and described as "The Most Talented 
Asian Composer-Singer" by U.S. 
Billboard, David Tao is a popular 
Taiwanese singer and prolific music 
composer, who has worked with a 
long list of fa mous artists, including 
A-Mei, and has also written songs for 
S.H.E. Distinguished for his signature 
style of creating a crossover genre of 
R&B and hard rock tunes, he played a 
prominent part in popularising R&B in 
the Mandopop industry. 

David Tao was born on 11 July 
1969 in Taiwan. Though David 
had his education in Taiwan from 
kindergarten to the junior high school 
level, he remembered spending part 
of his childhood in Hong Kong . When 
his parents migrated to the US, he 
attended Arcadia High School in 
Cal ifornia and eventually graduated 
with a bachelor degree in Psychology 
from UCLA. 

Offered a job by reputed Taiwanese 
producer Wang Zhi Ping, David went 
back to Taiwan, initially writing, and 
later producing songs for many singers 
before releasing his self-titled album 
David Tao in 1997. 

This album brought an R&B trend to 
the Taiwan music industry, with his 
vers ion of "Spring Wind", originally 
a favourite Taiwanese folk song, and 
started the trend of covering old songs 
in an R&B style, including "Beach", 
"Love is Simple" and "Airport 10.30", 
which has been acclaimed as one of his 
best ever recorded songs. 

At that time, this was the first 
album from a new singer ever, to be 
nominated for a total of fi ve awards 
- Best Newcomer, Best Singer, Best 
Producer, Best Song and Best Album. 
He went on to take home the Best 
Newcomer and Best Producer awards 
that year. 

In recent years, David's mu sic has 
changed towards a more pop and 
rock style with his studio albums 
I'm Ok, Black Tangerine, Ultrasound 
7997-2003, The Great Leap 2005 and 
Beautiful, bringing hi m huge success, 
including being nom inated for 
numerous music industry awards. 

An avid car enthusiast who is also a 
film lover, he enjoys visiting museums 

and read ing psychology books. 

~®55 I David Tao 
niJ 11= ~X-=¥ I Singer-Composer 

~ = /::J8)'~R&B§ffi~7:Y::l)J}).W~I!IBillboard f!J\ /::J.ill!.7J ' I'I~~ 

~~~~A~~~ . ~-m~g~g~~~~~~Ao®~ 

~~q[Q;fN_f):§~gzA81'F, lli~/::JS HE ~~o l)JJ~~~Hw~ 

R& Bf0li!11'11ii\ ~~ffilffiJ ~~~ § ~~~~lli~t~J!t R& Btt~A 
7JiHJ'§ffiffit~~EZ~m~:E§§2-o 

~~66±~1969:tj::7Flll 8~8)'~0 ®~~M8)'~~iJJ) ~lm~U 

w~~~m~~~.~~~~~tt~~~~~m~a:q:o 
~:Y::@:f$~~~1!1, ~~~!JJUtt1JDJ'l\l~q[-fl£a.ill!.~cplJVC~, ~ 

~~1~ El31JO J11117\ '!#UCLA ~ID,\f~ '!# '!#::1: ~1li o 

~~g~g~~A~~~~m.~~~~8~.M~W~ 

1'F~U FcB¥/::J iCf-§~ ~ i1JU1'F~ffil, t=t~ 1997:tj::8i'J 82 ~ 1DJ 

g~lf& O~M ~ /::J~81~§)'~§ffiffit~).lAR&BfXI.;fgo ~cp 

~~n~·~wfXI.·~~~-m~~~~~.~~~~M 

~m~~ffil~. cpi!J§ffi~~~JXI.;fg~8~ffi~~~o~ 

'C~ffil!JJU§t5 "Wmf", ·~. 1&~~· l),(N_ "\s;fJLt~~ 

10.30" , ~BWM~/::J@)~~~~~~~ffil2-o 

~w.~~~-*~~~~~A-~~~~-~~~~­
~J~~ffil~~m--.nrJJH~rfllmg~~A ~lf&o ~~Mtt~G 

-:tj::lliS*i~~1~¥JTAfD~1~ilJU 1'F~o 

~~ ~ 5!i :tj:: ~ ffil JXI. ~~ [0] ~ ~ )JiUJ' ~ iii\ ~ JXI. ;tg , ~ $& 90 < I ' m 

ok ~ , < ~§t!JPT ~ , < 5F 
2JI.§1997-2oon , Ct~ 
@tiD ~ Ct~filfil ~ , J::J 
@ffi* J ~7\~fiZJ/JN.iCf­
§§ffi~Ifll~mgo 

~~66~-Jrr>~-*. t:g~~~ 

~~. m~xx~~mm~m 

~~t~IQ,\ f~'!#-1:5!~ o 

..ii::... 
B 



Royston Tan's Little Note o£ Encouragement 
Launched on 9 September 

2009, Royston Tan's latest 

short film Little Note is the 

first collaboration between 

Chuan Pictures and Kong 

Meng San Phor Kark See 

Monastery. Meant as a gift of 

encouragement, this heart­
warming short film hopes to inspire the audience to overcome the obstacles in their lives with 

courage and confidence. 

Written and directed by Royston Tan, Little Note tells the story of how a mother and her son 

support each other in life by writing notes of encouragement. The film stars Chue En Jye, Desmond 

Tan (finalist of Star Search 2007) and child actor Chen Jing Jun. 

Interweaving poetic cinematography, intricate scenes of mother-and-son intimacy and a heartfelt 

original score, Little Note was shot entirely on location in Bentong, a picturesque small town in 

Pahang, Malaysia, which lends a refreshing air of simplicity to the film. 

Royston explains his motivation for making the film, "Sometimes we are too consumed by fear 

to follow our hearts. If we could just 

empty ourselves of unfou nded worries, 
we'd have the courage to do things we 

never imagined we could." 

Fol lowing his well-received feature 

films 88 7 and 7 2 Lotus, Royston went 

into a period of reflection. Real ising that 

he shared the same vision as Venerable 

Sik Kwang Sheng to motivate people 

affected by the economic downturn, 

ideas were exchanged and Little Note was born. 

Venerable Kwang Sheng says: "Little Note is our gift of encouragement to everyone. Though life 

has its challenges, courage and patience will lead you through it all ." Little Note is also one of 
the projects under Bright Youths 2070, a movement supported by Kong Meng San Phor Kark See 

Monastery. 

The original film score was composed by Jim Lim from Funkie Monkies Productions with Eric Ng 

as the music supervisor. A new song Embrace was also especially composed for the film and was 

performed by the actors themselves. The Singapore Chinese Orchestra will perform the film score 
'live' tonight under the baton of Maestro Tsung Yeh. The score is rearranged by Mr Sim Boon Yew 

especially for this occasion. 

After its Exclusive Preview, Little Note will make its way to the community via screenings in 

schools and public venues. The specia lly designed DVD set consisting of the trailer, The Making 

of Little Note, photo gallery and eight postcards is now on sa le at major DVD stores islandwide. 
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ctJ~~~Az*~ l 
China Disabled People's 
Performing Art Troupe 

The international acclaimed Ch ina 
Disabled Performing People's Art Troupe 

(CDPPAT) has performed in 50 countries 

and has won many awards and prizes. 

Their performances are inspirational and 

Renowned for thei r extraordinary 

of the Avalokitesvara 
~<~>mOicnrwn, the CDPPAT captivates 

impaired artists depict their 

language and heart-felt music with 

with visual impairment tell about 
llll!, ·wtlrlr1 and paradise felt in th eir hearts 

music, or cl umsy and 

While artists with physical disability 

interpret the co lourful life with disabled 

bodies and beautiful postures. 

Even those with developmental delay 

conduct movement of life with remarkable 

understanding of music and charmingly 

na ive gestures. 

Esta blished in 1987, CDPPAT is composed 

of visually impaired, audibly impaired and 

physically and menta lly challenged people. 

Ages between 18 and 50, the performers 

come from all walks of life. They display a 

diverse range of artistic abil ities and share 

a tremendous human spirit. 
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Shanghai Opera House Chorus 

~••~•e~~£-~~~~~~·~·~~s · ~+••*·•~~·~· M~~ - ~~e 
~ · •w~e~-~~~~~••~•~•~%~~oo · ~~7~·~~oo~ ~ · 

Established in 1956, Shanghai Opera House Chorus (SOHC) is the oldest chorus in China. SOHC has beco me renowned 

for its wide repertoire ranging opera, oratorio, symphonic chorus, a ca ppella, solo and ensemble. Recent high lights with 

world-famous singers include Carmen, Aida, Faust, Turandot, La Boheme, La Traviata, Otello, Romeo et Juliet, Beethoven's 

Ninth Symphony, Mahler's Eighth Symphony, Elijah, Carmina Burana, Messiah, La Damnation de Faust. SOHC also performs 
Chinese traditional works comprising The Yellow River Cantata, Thunderstorm, Libai, Th e Wager and of cou rse Ch inese fol k 

songs. 

Bridging the musica l trad itions of the East and the West, SOHC has travelled to more than th irty countries and reg ions. 

Recent international tours have included Macao International Music Festival (7994- 7997, 2000, 2002 -2008), Brisbane 

International Music Festival (7998), Saarbruecken Opera Festival (7 999), Hong Kong Arts Festival (2005), Singapore Asian 

Arts Festival (2006, 2007) and the Savonlinna Opera Festival (2008). 
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)!;, :R: 1~ I Foong Hak Luen 
.g. Q~ t~.@ I Choral Director 

Hak Luen started his choral journey singing in 
one of Singapore's premier semi-professional 

choir, The Vocal Consort, where he develops 
his knowledge of singing and conduct ing skills 

under the baton of Mr Nelson Kwei. Hak Luen 

has since been appoin ted as Deputy Conductor of 

The Vocal Consort. He attended many conducting 

masterclasses around the world and has stud ied 

under Mr Gabor Hollerung, Mr Eric Whitacre, Dr 

Joshua Habermann, Mr Leon Tong, Dr Jeffrey 
Carter, Prof. John Pau l Johnson and Dr Zechariah 

Go h. 

In April this year, Hak Luen led Commonwealth 

Secondary School Choir and Meridian Junior College 

Choir to attain Gold with Honours in the 2009 SYF 

Centra/Judging for Choirs (Secondary/JC) and became 

the first and only choral conductor in Singapore to 

have choirs receiving Gold with Honours Awards at 

the Primary, Secondary and Junior College level. 

On the international level, Hak Luen has also led 

choirs to attain Gold Awards and Champion titles from 

many prestigious international choral competitions 

like Grand Prix St. Petersburg in Russ ia, Festa Musicale 

in Czech Republic, Orientale Concentus in China and A 

Voyage of Songs in Asia. 

Later on in July, he brought The Vocal Consort to 

Hang Zhou, China to compete in Orientale Concentus 

II, Internationa l Choral Competition. The choir not 

only emerges as Champion for both the Chamber 

Choir and Mixed Choir Category, they went on to 

claim the Grand Prize of the festival. Hak Luen was 

also awarded the Most Outstanding Conductor 

Award for his excellent results in the festival. 

He currently serves as Vice-Chairman for the Choral 

Directors' Association (S ingapore) and conducts 

many primary, secondary and junior college choirs. 
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School Choir Groups & Percussion Groups 
Under the guidance of Nelson Kwei and Foong Hak Luen, Singapore's premier choral 

• director and co-conductor, our schools and tertiary institutes have been winning 
critical acclaim here and abroad. 
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gc q~ ill!! :f<JJ ~ ~ llJG ~ n~ ~ Anderson Junior College (AJC) Choir 
Formed in 1985, the Anderson Junior College Choir is currently ranked amongst the top choirs in the world. It has been winning 
gold awards locally and at international ly acclaimed choral festivals of various genres, including the 72th International Festival of 

Advent and Christmas Music in Prague (2002), the 21st Century International Choir Festival in Genting Highlands (2003), the XXXIII 

Festival of Songs (2005) in Olomouc, Czech Republic and the prestigious 4th World Choir Games held in Xiamen, China (2006) where 
it also emerged as the Olympic Champion in the Mixed Voices Category. In 2008, the choir was declared the Winner of the Mixed 
Youth Choirs Category in the Concorso (orale lnternazionale (l Oth International Choir Competition) , Italy after clinching the highest 
scoring Gold award in the category. The choir also impressed in the Grand Finals of the competition and emerged the winners 

of both the Public Prize and the Grand Prize, crowning the 
Choir overall champion of the competition. The choir has 
dazzled audiences with its impressive choral rendition of the 
classics, fol k tunes and familiar favourites, and has staged 
various musicals such as Ms Saigon, The Reluctant Dragon, 

Gilbert, Sullivan's Trial by Jury and The Mikado. As a group of 
dedicated and passionate choristers, the AJC Choir constantly 
strives for greater levels of aesthetic achievement. 
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~ JJft M ~ ~ ~1t ~ n~ ~ Meridian Junior College (MJC) Choir 
Established in 2003, the MJC Choir has been active in the local music scene, taking part in fun ctions within the college, chora l 
workshops, festiva ls and competitions. The choir's annual concert, La Risonanza, has been well -received since it premiered in 
2004. An awa rd-winning choir, it has cl inched numerous Gold awards at prestigious local and overseas choral festival s, including 
the Singapore Youth Festival 2005, 2007 and 2009 Central Judging (highest Gold With Honours award in 2009), A Voyage of 

Songs 2005 (Malaysia) and 2007 (Thailand), and The Festival 

of Songs Olomouc 2008. In this 2008 fest ival, it won two Gold 
medals, emerged Category Champion for the Mundi Canta nt 
Superior Competition A3, and was eventually crowned Overa ll 
Fi rst Runner-Up at the Grand Finals. The choir strives to impress 
its audience with its vibrant choral tone and interpretative skil ls, 
aiming to perform challeng ing works of choral music, and have a 
wide repertoire that ranges from classical to modern pieces. 



ffi::U-T2003~8SJ~~f]J~~IljGi:JD!"l~)r"J~-T~ti!l§ffiif!l , &lliG)r"Jli!J, i:JD!"!I1'FV5, 1SJ3:;.~tt~o 

fJJ!liG 8SJ ~~-§ ffi ~La Ri so na nz a 8 2004~§ ~ l)).*j~)*~lgi',\jZ o i:JD!"l ~ ili?± i!f§~till~ 1!1 ~~ tt~ ctl 

*R~Itll::*:~ , 7:J~U?±2oos~2007~8SJWi'JJO~~~l58mD!"ltt~5RRi~HIL~, ?±2009~Wi'JJO~~~ 

1Sctl~i\JZ$'~~~W:r5:J5R~:lli~, -T2005~?±Q*~TIIZ~2007~?±3RI!I$fj8SJ A Voyage of Song i:l 
D!"l~ctl*R:lli~ , ~?±2008~?±~5§~~, :l~:?l:t:HOI!I$15'8SJ8mD!"llSctl, 5RRimt!X:lli~, ~QX;~ 

Mun di Cantant Superior Competition A3 B'SJ~§.~U mf'*, ft-j:jij~,~);!;::~B'SJ~=go ~~:fJJ~~IljGi:JO!"j~~ 

:1J i;lJ'c)Jm)r"J:JJ B'SJD!"l§ ~ ~~n ZiTIXDil;::);, ilirDJ r5:JXi~ l)).EZM o ~~UIIJMt B'SJr 52Etl3 §m~o~ o 

i1f t~ ~ t:l ~ n~ ~ Maha Bodhi School Choir 
With 55 choir members of Primary 1 to 5 pupils, the Maha Bod hi School Choir achieved the Silver award in the SYF Central Judging 

for Primary School Choirs in 2008. Every year, th e choir is invited to perform at various external events such as th e Leng Foong 

Auditorium 40th Anniversary an d the 2009 Nat ional 
Day Di nner Perfo rma nce organised by the Kampong Ubi 
CC. Through these performances, choir members lea rn 
to work together as a team and persevere to ac hi eve 
greater heig hts. This year, the choir is honou red to be 
given the opportunity to perform at tonig ht's fund­
raising concert Voices of Harmony 2009 and play a part 
for the community. 
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fit~ j]Q tF- ~ ~ ~ n~ ~ Tanjong Katong Secondary School Choir 
Formed with only 30 members in 1992, the Tanjong Katong Seco ndary School Choir cl inched its first Gold awa rd in just three years, 
in the 7995 Singapore Youth Festival Central Judging of Choirs (SYF). Subsequently, the choir has been winning Gold award in each 
SYF. Given the ti tle "The Best Secondary School Choir" in 1999 SYF competition, it is also one of the very few Secondary schools 
in Singapore to be awarded Gold with Honours for three consecutive SYF competitions in 2005, 2007 and 2009. The choir fu rth er 
went on to clinch a Gold Award at th e 2003 International Choral Competition at Genting, a Gold Award at A Voyage of Songs Shah 
A lam in 2005 and two Gold Awards at A Voyage of Songs Pattaya in 2007, where it emerged as the champion for the children's 
choir ca tegory. In 2008, it clinched two Gold Awards at the Grand Prix St. Petersburg (Russia ), scoring a perfect score of 100 for 
the category for you th choi rs below age 19. With its consistent an d fi ne pe rfo rmance standard, the choir became one of the few 
neighbourhood choirs to be admitted into the Choral Excellence Programme (CEP) in 2002. 
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3i: ~g~ Jt Incense Praise 
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• Recorded by Ru Chan 

Arranged by Phoon Yew Tien 
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A col lection of verses that is co mmonly 

rec ited in Chinese Ma hayana Buddh ist prayer 

ceremonies and celebrations, Bao Ding Zan 

or incense praise demonstrates the sincerity 

and well-wishes of Buddhists for world peace 

and harmony. When chanted, it represents 

the Buddhist's all-encompassing faith 

and devotion, rad iating outwards to reach 

all worlds in the ten directions and every 

corner on earth. The rhythm of the chant is 

steady, harmonic and pristine, dignified and 

moving; truly revea ling the Bodhisattva's 

compassionate spirit of benefiting all found in 

the hearts of Buddhists. 
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Sounding the Bell 
and the Drum 

f~ *-~ 1t Ul7 
Co mposed by Tan Kah Yong 
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In Chinese Buddhist temples, the Sangha starts the day 

at the break of dawn by sounding the bell fol lowed by 

the drum and th e order is reversed at dusk, th us the 

phrase chen zhang mugu (ll.. it {f..1t). 

Wi th this in mind, the piece begins with the sounding 

of the bell, followed by a peaceful melody by the Xiao, 

depicting the serenity at daybreak. The drums then 

enter progressively beginning with the soloist, with 

the melodic theme based on a Buddhist Chant. The 
music then becomes voca l with the soloist leading 

the Chorus and the Orchestra into a rous ing, cl imatic 

crescendo. 
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Voices of Harmony 
Cantata 

.71-f;-ft;- 11' lliJ 
Composed by Law Wai Lun 
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This musical piece is written in 

three parts. The prelude music 

fi rst opens with the distant sound 
of chanting that transforms into 

a powerful torrent. The first 

paragraph of the chorus, praises 

the essence of the Dharma, 

il luminating hearts a bright, with 

the essence of the true nature 
of life, so that the vastness of 

the universe is shown to be 

exceptionally fascinating. Using 

low-pitch singing and simple 

reciting, the middle showcases 

the Prajna Paramita Heart Sutra 
to allow one to experience the 

inner tranquil lity of the mind, as 

well as the energies of peace and 

harmony, even in the midst of a 

turbulent environment. Lastly, 

this musical piece paints a perfect 
end with the Sanskrit mantra of 

Gate Gate Paragate Parasamgate 

Bodhi Svaha. 
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Voices of Harmony 2009 
Performers 

Jl6[13W~~~=a= 
Kong Meng San 

Phor Kark See Monastery 
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Monks from the 

Buddhist College of Singapore 
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Voices of Harmony 2009 Musicians 

liVUil Gaohu 
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§*J~lb'i Music Director · ~II$. Tsung Veh 
iiiU:I'§':m' Associate Conductor · ~~~ Quek Ling Kiong 
~:tl~lEJ'O~t§':m' Chorus Director-in-Residence · i!B§:s€ Jennifer Tham 

Li Bao Shun 
Jfi{jjf!jfif Conmr Masrer 

Wong Sun Tat 
~?Jj@fff!jfif 

Gaohu Associate Principal 

She Ling 
Xu Wen Ji ng 
Zhang Bin 
Zhao Li 
Zhou Ruo Yu 

Zhao Jian Hua 
::?JJI{!jfif 
Erhu I Principal 

Zhu Lin 
::?JJ II f!jfif 
Erhu II Principal 

Ling Hock Siang 
::?JJ@Uf!ifif 
Erhu Associate Principal 

Ann Hong Mui 
Chen Shu Hua 
Cheng Chung Hsien 
Chew Keng How 
Chiang Kum Mun 
Gu Huai Van 
Liu Zhi Vue 
Shen Qin 
Tan Kim Lian 

lfiUiflJil!f Double Bass 
~~~~ Lee Khiang 

ft@ljf!jfif 
I Acting Associate Principal 

m ill! Qu Feng 
± OO fffl Wang Lu Yao 

~~¥ Yangqin 

m9t~ Qu Jian Qing 
f!ifif Principal 

1 r:E f!Jl'llB* Chng Lee Na * 
I 

I~ ! Pip~ 
F.l iJ ~ YuJia 

f!ifif Principal 

llffi@J2; Tan Joon Chin 
~RlG Goh Yew Guan 
i~RJ::i:j;! Hou Vue Hua 

l91l!f Liuqin 

QJ~'33'315 Seetoh Poh Lam 

l91¥iiltJI!ji; 
Liuqin I Zhongruan 

~tf iiii!i Zhang Li 

ltJI!ji; Zhongruan 
~tf@ B* Zhang Rong Hui 

f!ifif Principal 

lffliM Bangdi 

t,1\i§~ Lim Sin Yeo 

ffl!M I !IbM Bangdi I Qudi 

~7<::: :)$ Phang Thean Siang 

,fliM Xindi 

llffilil<tliB. Tan Chye Tiong 

fliM I !IbM Xindi I Qudi 

~ ® Zeng Zh i 

I ~~H~ Gaoyin Sheng 
~~fjjj Guo Chang Suo 

!ff!jfif 

I Sheng Principal 

±~)J® Ong Yi Horng 

ltl~m Zhongyin Sheng 

1~1~~ Seah Kar Wee 
llffi9:l:~ Tan Eng Kiat 

flli~m Diyin Sheng 

t,1\[q)iJB: Lim Kiang Pin 

iii~Dl!lDPl Gaoyin Suona 
Wf~;;(_ Jin Shi Yi 

!Jjjlfjjfg{!jfif 
Suona 1 Guan Principal 

~1i\frti Lee Heng Quee 
=a!UUHII Erhu I Banhu 

*~.:'2~ Cheng Tzu Ting 
;~~ fill) Foong Chui San 
~'IJ ~Yl Han Ying l ltl~JH!li~Dl!lDPl Zhongyin I Diyin Suona 

~~m*Il Tao Kai Li 

ltJQil Zhonghu I xU 3I uu Jiang 
.=mii~tJI!ji; 

Sanxian I Zhongruan 
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Tian Xiao 
f!ifif Principal 

Chuan Joon Hee 
Goh Cher Yen 
Neo Yong Soon 
Ng Boon Chai 
Sim Boon Yew 
Wang Yi Jen 

Xu Zhong 
f!ifif Princrpal 

Chen Ying Guang 
Ji Hui Ming 
Lee Khiok Hua 
Li Hua 
Poh Vee Luh 

~ti75 Huang Gui Fang 

*i!ji; Daruan 

i'f§Z{E Koh Kim Wah 

*i!ji;iiltJI!ji; 
Daruan I Zhongruan 

~ W'i Jing Po 

~¥*~11*-o• 
Harp I Konghou I Guzheng 

~BJEll?a Ma Xiao Lan 

-o•iir.rm 
Guzheng I Percussion 

if i~ Xu Hui 

III!M Qudi 

73-®~8 Yin Zhi Yang 
fi}j'f!jft Dili Principal 

' iff; ~ Meng Jie 

1~ ltl ~ Dl!l DPl Cizhongyin Suona 

Wi~IJD Boo Chin Kiah 

~ Guan 

~'IJ ~ Han Lei 

r.r ifi ffi Percussion 

±9ti:j;! • Wang Jian Hua • 
(jgf!jfif 
Honorary Principal 

llffiffi* Tan Loke Chuah 
lt f!ift Acting Principal 

ffi.J7;;1$; Ngoh Kheng Seng 
3Jt~Jt~ Shen Guo Qin 
~tf~J:t Teo Teng Tat 
ffi[q) ~8 Wu Xiang Ya ng 

j t~ ~~ * XuFan * 
: 1;- i'J i~ 4- ~ Contract Musician 

i~~q i:;li ili Not in Concert 

JSJf~~~~ ( ~?-tflit/f.l§.t,J it/f ) '8~J1X9:l:x~faiii!JlJ;';f.BUo 
All mus icians' names (except principal & associate pri nc ipa l} are listed according to alphabetical order. 

J£tm!/iiidb Arranger· in-Residence 

~@~~ Chuan Joon Hee 
t,1i[q)iJB: Lim Kiong Pin 
3Jt:::Z:R Sim Boon Yew 
llffi~5R Tan Ka h Yong 

:t~iil§ifi Taiko I Percussion 
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Heartfelt Thanks & Gratitude 

Th e Organis ing Com mittee of Voices of Harmony 2009 would like to express 
our deepest gratitude and heartfe lt thanks to all sponsors- organisations 
and individuals for thei r generosity. 

We wou ld also li ke to show our si ncere app reciation to all our kind 
advertisers, the media and all others who have contributed in one way or 
anoth er towards the success of Voices of Harmony 2009. 

{ 4-~-~ ~ I~®~1$ rqJCE8~8'SJ!®~Hi-!®~,EiJT 
~M~~--~1$~~~~8'SJ&~MDa 

R1n ill~l~\ BSJ !® ~1 rJT~ r a~ , ~ 1$ ~DrJT~ :§[m m: 
l~m1fErn { 4-~ -~ ~ ~7.k®rnJJJ$i'J' BSJJJJ ~o 
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Nan Hua High School 

People's Association Youth Chinese Orchestra 
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National Library Raffles Hospital Supreme Court Esplanade 

OUR COMMITMENT TO TOTAL CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 

Airport 

Rapid Transit Power Plant 

Mil itary Off-shore 

Telecommunication 

Our Cables are in compliance to : 
ANSI,BS,CEI,DEF STD,DIN,IEC,IEEE,NES,NF,SIRIM,SS,Ul,VDE And Many More .•.•.• 
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For High Technology Fibre Optic Cables 
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Planner 

RSP Architects Planners & Engineers (Pte) ltd 
Civil & Structural Engineer 

Squire Mech Pte ltd 
Consulting Mechanical & Electrical Engineers 
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