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Miao Mountain Morning
Three, Five, Seven

Chen Xiang Lei
.

Wu Bang Zi

Hujia

Fishermen’s Song of
the Dalai Lake

Deep Autumn

Skylark Romanian
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Composition by Bai Cheng Ren

PROGRAMME

Zhejiang opera music, arrangement by Zhao Song Ting

Composition by Wang Hou Chen
Orchestration by An Zhi Shun

Accompaniment: Xu Hui (guzheng), Tan Joon Chin (pipa),
Chng Lee Na & Ling Hock Siang (percussion)

Arrangement by Feng Zi Cun
Accompaniment: Ong Yi Horng (traditional sheng)

Ancient tune, arrangement by Zhang Wei Liang
Accompaniment: Xu Hui (guzheng)

Composition by Zhang Fu Quan & Li Zhen

Composition by Mu Xiang Lai
Accompaniment: Chng Lee Na (yanggin), Xu Hui &
Ling Hock Siang (percussion)

Romanian folk song, arrangement by Li Zhen
Accompaniment: Chng Lee Na (yanggin / percussion),
Ling Hock Siang (Erhu/ percussion), Ong Yi Horng (sheng),
Xu Hui (guzheng/ percussion), Tan Joon Chin (pipa),

Chen Ying Guang (cello)

25604388, FeHF{KE 60mins, no intermission
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This work’s pleasant and refreshing melody depicts the beautiful springtime landscape of
the Miao Villages, as its thythmic and bustling tempo gives a sense of the Miao villagers’
cheerfulness and desire to lead happy lives.
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The piece is based on Three, Five, Seven, a tune in Zhejiang opera music, in which the
dizi is the major accompanying instrument. Zhao Song Ting arranged the music as a dizi
solo piece with the same title. The tune is flowing and elegant, filled with the flavour

of Zhejiang. The performance of this piece involves a circulatory breathing/blowing
technique on the dizi that brings out the piece’s distinct character and demonstrates a
sparkling and joyful mood.
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This piece utilises elements from Qinqiang music. Its title Chen Xiang Lei is named to
emphasise the work’s Shaanxi-rooted characteristics and style. With simple, dull, sombre
melody, this piece expresses the mournful emotions of ancient palace maids.
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Originally a popular tune in North China, this piece’s sweet and lively melody exudes
optimism. It is divided into four parts, each with a different mix of rhythm, tempo,
dynamics and performing techniques to bring out variations and developments of the
theme. It is a fine piece of music with a strong local colour.
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The hu jia was originally a wind instrument used by the minority races in the North-
western region of China in ancient times. During the Han dynasty, Lady Cai Wen Ji was
captured by the Huns and taken by the King of Hun as his wife. She was redeemed by
Cao Cao 12 years later. Well-versed in poetry and music, Lady Cai then wrote a long
poem entitled The Eighteen Beats - Hu Jia which illustrated her sad story. Dong Ting Lan
from the Tang Dynasty then transcribed the poetry into music scores, which were passed
from generation to generation with some variation.
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The vast and enigmatic northern grasslands were once a pastoral haven with its
flourishing forest, misty weather, and crisscrossing rivers and lakes. Today, the 5
substantial Bei Lun Lake, Bei Er Lake, Da Lai Lake, Dai Sea, Ha Su Sea and Hu Liang Su 5
Sea are still a source of life for the grasslands. A famous Mongolian poet once said with
pride that the herdsmen never fail to catch big fish each time they plunge their sticks into
the grassland lake. This piece expresses the joys of fishing in the simple and peaceful -
grasslands. -
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This piece is performed on a low-pitched dizi. Using non-conventional musical language,
it expresses the composer’s lament about solitary life upon catching sight of withered
flowered and leaves on the ground during autumn. This is a challenging piece with
several difficult performing techniques such as rapid tonguing and c1rcular breathmg,
and a profound artistic concept. ,
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Skylark is a lively and joyous Romanian folk tune that depicts cheerfulness and zeal
for life. =
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A versatile homegrown dizi musician, Lim joined the People’s
Association Chinese Orchestra as a full-time musician in 1979 and
currently plays the dizi with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. He
is also an executive member of the Singapore Chinese Instrumental
Music Association as well as the vice president of the Dizi Society.
He has represented Singapore as a dizi soloist in China, Greece,
Australia, Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan, West Malaysia and Egypt.

Lim learnt to play the dizi under the tutelage of various China

dizi masters including Yu Xun Fa. In 1993, Lim was awarded the
National Arts Council (NAC) Scholarship and joined the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music where he studied under dizi master, Zhao
Song Ting. He put up a solo performance at the graduation
concert and released a solo album in the same year.

Lim’s performances reveal his tremendous skill on the dizi and his
wealth of experience. His dizi playing is characterised by a purity
and sweetness of tone. Lim attained Grade 8 in flute performance
from the Academic British Royal School of Music. Besides being

a full-time musician, he is also an instructor of the National
University of Singapore, Raffles Institution and Chung Cheng
(Main) High School Chinese Orchestras.
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Rodngo s famous Concterto deAranjuez an in % $25%, $35%*, $55, $75, $95
Spanish folk-infused work. Finally, welcome ; (Concessions for students,

the zhongruan and guitar as Liu Xing NSF and senior citizens
Concerto in G Major for two guitars, originall gt ERBREBARRS
Itahan composer Antonio Vivaldi for two mandolins, BAEHRE: $14% $19%)
“Concert finale. :

Tickets on sales 9 May 09
MTEFAIEFIERE
Presented by Singapore Chinese Orchestra

in collaboration with Esplanade -
Theatres on the Bay
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