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The Carmen Fantasy
Erhu: Zhou Ruo Yu
Piano accompaniment: Huang Ning
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Night Thoughts
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Autumn Melodies
Erhu: Zhou Ruo Yu
Piano accompaniment: Huang Ning
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Sunshine over Tashkurgan

Erhu: Zhou Ruo Yu

Piano accompaniment: Huang Ning
Shougu accompaniment: Wu Xiang Yang
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Pablo de Sarasate,
transcribed by Gao Shao Qing
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Beijing opera tune,
rearranged by Li Min Xiong
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The Carmen Fantasy is a concert fantasy on themes
from the 19th century French opera Carmen
composed by George Bizet. The piece consists of
four excerpts of movements from Bizet’s Carmen

as well as an opening movement with the melody

of an intermezzo in Act Four of the opera. The

first excerpt Habanera is based on the famous aria

in Carmen for which Carmen first makes her first
appearance in the opera. The second excerpt, the
Aria, is based on Act One in which Carmen is taken
to prison for attacking her enemy with a knife, a part
which gives a sense of the wild and undisciplined
character of Carmen. The third excerpt, Seguidilla, is
also based on Act One. In it, Carmen persuades the
sergeant of the guard Don Jose to release her from
prison and promises to meet him at the inn at night.
The fourth excerpt is based on Act Two’s Dance of
the Bohemians and Lusten to the Ding-Dong of the Triangles,
and exudes passion and colour. Towards the end,
the music gets quicker and quicker, ending with a
climax.

\

i‘\

Recitation of Leisure ({HE®)
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Recitation of Leisure was composed during a summer
vacation in 1928, and evokes the languid joys

of a summer holiday through rich and intricate
expression. Its melody is light and sparkling, and
features erhu overtones. The setting up of the National
Music Improvisation Society was cause for both joy
and worry because of the difficulties it faced. The
third and fifth sections give a sense of the composer’s
hopes and concerns. The work begins with a song-like
melody, relaxed and self-assured. Then the pace picks
up, with repetition and ornamentation, creating a
sense of palpable anxiety.
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Night Thoughts is a well-known Beijing opera tune. It
accompanies scenes in the Beijing opera Drumming
Cao Cao, in which a drummer, Mi Heng (the
legendary scholar of the Three Kingdom), beats the
drum to air his grievances against Cao Cao, the ruler
of the Kingdom of Wei. It also accompanies the
sword dance of Yu Ji, the legendary concubine of the
Chu’s ruler, Xiang Yu, in the Beijing opera Farewell
My Concubine. Here, the music has been arranged in
sequence with an introduction, Adagio, Moderato and
Allegro, and progresses in complexity, featuring a dagu
(drum) solo and creating a contrast between the dagu
and jinghu for a full presentation.



Autumn Melodies (FN&))
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Autumn seems richer in colour, ripe with

nuanced emotion and moods, full of joy and also
melancholy. Wins, losses, ambiguity, reunions,

partings...mirror nature in their entwinement and

recurrence. Such sentiments are incorporated in
ancient Taiheng folk songs. From these has been
adapted Autumn Melodies, composed with different
variations and ethnic elements, bringing together
the variation, rondo and sonata form.

WV

Sunshine over Tashkurgan
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This music piece was originally a violin solo based
on Chen Gang’s Tajike folk songs. It was later
arranged into an erhu solo piece. It begins with a
passionate melody in free tempo played on the

erhu, that transports the audience to the beautiful
Tashkurgan grassland. The first movement has

a pleasant theme derived from Tajike folk songs.
The second movement is an allegro melody that
mixes relaxed and hurried rhythms. Various bowing
techniques with staccato, accent and syncopation
are used to depict dancing among the Tajike people.
The music gradually accelerates and ends with a
passionate climax.
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