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Our Vision

/ The Singapore Chinese Orchestra strives to be an orchestra for everyone.
We will set exceptional standards in our performing arts that will position us as a leading Chinese orchestra in the world.

Our Mission
To inspire, motivate, influence, educate and communicate with its thousands of notes.

~N
Our Values
; Strive for excellence in our performances
~~ Committed to teamwork

Open to innovation and learning
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Singapore Youth Chinese Qrchestra

The Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra (SYCO) was formed under the auspices of Ministry of Education Extra-Curricular
Activities Centre in 1969. The orchestra was subsequently under the care of Young Musicians’ Society (YMS) in 1980 when
YMS became self-supporting.

Under the initiative of Mr Chew Keng Juea, Chairman of Singapore Chinese Orchestra (5C0), the SYCO was formed in June
2003 under the management of SCO.

Under the music direction of Maestro Tsung Yeh, the baton of conductor Dr Ku Pao-wen, ex-conductor Mr Quek Ling Kiong
and the quidance from various musicians in the Singapore Chinese Orchestra, the SYCO has matured into an outstanding
performing group.

Over the past 4 years, not only has the SYCO been performing at its annual concert winning popular acclaim; many
of its members have been selected to participate in overseas arts festivals and music camps. Apart from raising the
awareness of SYCO in other parts of the world, it has also helped members hone their performing skills and gain immense
performing experiences.

The orchestra recently put up its third annual concert on 10 June 2006 to a full house. SYCO also made its debut at the
Esplanade in its September 2006 concert “Beautiful Sunday”. In July, the orchestra was also invited to perform at the
Tainan International Chishi Art Festival. To add on to its list of achievements, five members were successfully chosen to
attend the Hong Kong Youth Music Camp in 2005.

Looking ahead, SYCO will continue to provide a training platform for its members and help them to achieve higher
musical standards, develop artistically in all aspects and strive towards excellence in their performance.
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Yeh

Music Director

Maestro Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in January 2002. Under Yeh's vision, SCO's repertoire has
undergone rapid expansion. He is credited with initiating and designing successful productions such as Marco Polo and Princess Blue- A Symphonic
Epic, Instant is a Millennium-A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian, The Grandeur of Tang, Thunderstorm and Admiral of the Seven Seas.
These innovative pieces have brought Chinese orchestral music to a whole new level.

As a true orchestral builder, Yeh's persistence and hard work on the orchestra’s performance quality has produced audible results in rhythm, tone
quality, dynamic range and musicality. SCO successfully toured under Yeh's baton to Europe in March & April 2005 for concerts at Barbican Center
in London, The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival.

Tsung Yeh is also the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony Orchestra in the United States and the Conductor Laureate in the Hong
Kong Sinfonietta. He is the first conductor to be appointed as the Music Director of both the Chinese orchestra and the Symphony orchestra
simultaneously. In 1995, he and the South Bend Symphony Orchestra were honored with the ASCAP Award.

In April 1991, as part of Conductors’ Mentor Programme sponsored by the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, he worked closely with Music Director Daniel Barenboim and Principal Guest
Conductor Pierre Boulez. He led the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, successfully replacing the
indisposed Barenboim at short notice. He was the former Music Director of the Northwest Indiana
Symphony Orchestra and Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor of the Saint Louis Symphony
Orchestra. He served as Resident Conductor of Florida Orchestra and was also the Principal Guest
Conductor of Albany Symphony Orchestra of New York. He has been the Principal Conductor

of the Hua Xia Ensemble in Beijing and is one of the founders of the Shanghai New Ensemble.

Having been studying piano since the age of five, Tsung Yeh began to learn conducting in 1979 at
the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and won a full scholarship to the Mannes College of Music in
New York in 1981. Upon graduation he received the Academic Excellence Award. In 1983, he began
to work towards a Master’s degree at Yale University under Otto Werner-Mueller. He also studied
conducting with Max Rudolf, Leonard Slatkin, Murry Sidlin, Sidney Harth, Han Zhong Jie, Huang Yi
Jun and Cao Peng.

Tsung Yeh’s past engagements in North America included the San Francisco, Tucson and New Haven
symphonies, the Calgary and Rochester Philharmonics. He is also a frequent guest conductor for
orchestras in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong, Taipei and Taichung. In Europe,
he conducted Ensemble 2e2m and Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, and orchestras in
Poland, Russia and Czech Republic. Tsung Yeh was engaged to conduct the Shinsei Symphony
Orchestra in Japan. In May 2001, he conducted the Paris-Shanghai Duplex Concert with the French
National Symphony Orchestra and Shanghai Broadcasting Orchestra, which was broadcasted
through the satellite TV with millions of viewers in both Europe and Asia.
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Ku graduated with a Doctorate degree in Musical Arts, majoring in conducting from the School of Music, University of South
Carolina. He is appointed as the Assistant Conductor of Singapore Chinese Orchestra and conductor of Singapore Youth Chinese
Orchestra in November 2006.

Born in Taipei city, Republic of China, Ku learnt the violin and piano since young, whereas he picked up the pipa at the age of
twelve. Highly talented in pipa performance, he won many prizes in various national competitions. For example, he attained the
Prize for Outstanding Performance in the Taipei International Pipa Concerto Competition in 1996, whilst being awarded First Prize
for pipa during the Taipei Chinese Instruments Concerto Competition in 1982 and 1992. On top of that, he was also awarded First
Prize in the Youth category for pipa during the Golden Instrument Chinese Music Competition in 1985, First Prize for the Youth
category during the Taiwan Music Competition in 1986 and 1985.

During the years of study, Ku entered the National Taiwan Academy of the Arts, Chinese Culture University and the Graduate
School of Music of the Taipei National University of the Arts (previously known as National Institute of the Arts) with top grades.
Subsequently, he obtained a full scholarship for his masters at Lindenwood University

in America, thereafter obtaining his doctorate in orchestral conducting under maestro
Donald Portnoy from the School of Music, University of South Carolina.

After he attained his doctorate, Ku became an Assistant Professor at the Chinese Music
Department of the Tainan National University of the Arts (Taiwan), where he taught
Conducting, Chinese Orchestral Music Seminar, Performance Practice Seminar, Topics on
Contemporary Music, Chamber Music, Chinese Orchestration, Music Appreciation, and

conduct the university orchestra. He also taught at many other universities in Taiwan,

and had hosted the programme, “Eastern Classics”, on Taiwan Philharmonic Radio

Company Limited.

Ku's conducting is skilled and full of emotions. He is often invited by many local
and overseas professional music groups as guest conductor, and his outstanding
performance have received much acclaim. His published works include his doctorate
thesis, “The Unity of Chinese & Western Musical Elements - Tan Dun’s Symphony
1997 (Heaven, Earth, Mankind)”, “The Concepts of Lesson Planning and Design in
Instrumental Ensemble for Chinese Music”, “General Discussion of the Principles

of Application of “Immediate Space” in Conducting”and “Recent Developments of

~3 / /ge scale Nan Kuan Performances in Taiwan”.
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Loo Lian Wei- William

Yangqin Soloist

Loo Lian Wei, William started learning Yanggin at the age of 8 under the tutelage of Ms
Xu Yi Ping in Kebun Baru Primary School Yanggin and Ruan Ensemble. Upon entering Seng
Kang Secondary School, he gained immense musical experiences and knowledge under
conductor Mr Quek Ling Kiong, who also introduced him to Percussion. Since then, he had

been focusing in both Yanggin and percussion.. In 1999, he joined Kebun Baru Community

Club Chinese Orchestra under the baton of Erhu Master Liu Chong Zeng.

In 2004 and 2006, he took part in the Yanggin Intermediate Category and Yangqin Youth
Category respectively in the National Chinese Music Competition organized by the
National Arts Council. He was awarded with 2nd prize for both years.

Currently pursuing his Diploma at the Singapore Polytechnic (SP), William is also the
Quarter Master of SP Chinese Orchestra, Assistant Quarter Master of SP Japanese Daiko
Drummers and a member of SP Dee Jays. He joined Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra
since 2004, where he is able to further his skills from the Singapore Chinese Orchestra
instructors, and is currently the sectional principal in the Yanggin Section.
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Hugin Soloist

Zhou Boyi is the concertmaster of Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra, currently playing the
gaohu. He is also currently a student at Raffles junior College. He was the concertmaster,
vice chairman and student conductor of Raffles Institution (RI) Chinese Orchestra. For his
many contributions, he received the Raffles Merit Award.

Boyi started learning the piano at the age of 10 and is currently under the tutelage of
Miss Yap Chiu Yuen. He was awarded a Grade 8 certificate of Distinction in the Associated
Board of Royal School of Music examinations in 2005. He picked up the erhu at the

age of 13 with Mr Wong Sun Tat as his teacher upon entering the school orchestra. A

member of the RI Music Elective Programme (MEP), he was invited to play a solo for the

MEP high scorer’s concert in 2006 as “the Best Non-Western Performance”.
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Bamboo Song Wang Ai Kang

The Bamboo song originates from the Southern province of Jiangsu. The sedate piece sets out to illustrate
the morning rays and the enchanting mountain hymns that serenade the bamboo forest, evoking nostalgic
memories. The faster movement serves to symbolize the maturing of the bamboos after the storm. The piece is
then concluded once again with the mesmerizing mountain hymns.

The piece was awarded with 1st prize at the 2nd China Nationalities Orchestra Composition Exhibition Award
in 1994.
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Shadow of the Bamboo Yang Qing

The piece depicts images of swaying bamboos, revealing their capricious behaviour. Occasionally delicate, and
other times firm...

This contemporary work is also an award-winning composition in the Council for Cultural Affairs Competition for

Traditional Music Composition. The piece is performed with immense concentration and at the same time leaving
behind a large room for imagination.
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Arranged by Qu Chun Quan

This music piece is sweet and joyous. It describes the people in Xinjiang celebrating their festivals through
dancing and singing.
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Liuban Capriccio He Li Ren, Chen Zhong Shen
“Liuban”, also known as “laoliuban”, “baban” or “liubaban”, is a popular folk tune known throughout China.

The composition of this piece was inspired by “liuban”, with modifications on the tonality and pitch. Based on the
Liuban Fantasie composed by He Li Ren, the piece was re-orchestrated with additional passages to better emphasize the
different instruments and orchestral synergy, creating a musical work that encompasses both Jiangnan essence as well as
contemporary chamber music.
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Reflections of the Moon on the Waters of Erquan Hua Yan jun
Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen

This is a rearrangement of an erhu masterpiece by the famous musician Hua Yan jun, nicknamed Ah Bing the Blind. A
sense of tranquility prevails throughout the music. It expresses the feelings and thoughts of the pitiful musician as he
laments upon his unfortunate existence. Touched by the ambience with the moon and clouds surrounding him, Ah Bing
was overwhelmed with tumultuous thoughts and started to have a vision for a better future. The music then toned down
and ended with a subdued mood.

The music is commissioned by Singapore Chinese Orchestra and premiered at its concert hall on 23 November 2001.
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Yang Chun Lin

This piece illustrates the culture of Xishuangbanna. The introduction features the symbolic Bawu as the main instrument;
the unique tone of the Bawu creates an enchanted atmosphere for the audience. The first segment of the piece is 3 serene
allegretto, followed by a change in rhythm to a waltz in the next segment, creating a livelier feel; the music builds up into
a climax following a short interlude; the piece ends with a bundle of triumph and joy.
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Dizi
Tan Qing Lun

Gaoyin Sheng

Neo Ye Siang Desmond
Ong Lian Kai

Gaohu

Rudy Wijaya Alamsyah
Zhou Boyi

Erhu

Chew Jun Ru

Tan Hwee Leong
Zhonghu

Ho King Tung

Crién‘ 'Ying Ying

Double Bass
Fu Weiqi

Yanggin
Loo Lian Wei William

Liugin/Daruan
Chew Xin Yi Jessly
Ouryang Qianwen

Zhongruan/Daruan
Tan Su-Min Clara

Guzheng

Wong Whye Khuin Nicholas

Percussion
Boo Chong Wei Benjamin
Chen Kangren
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Gaohu/zhonghu
Low Cher Yong

Erhu
Ling Hock Siang

Cello

Ji Hui Ming

Double Bass

Lee Khiang/Wang Meng Ngee

Yangqin

Qu Jian Qing
Pipa

Yu Jia

Liugin/Ruan
Zhang Rong Hui

Guzheng

Xu Hui

Dizi

Lin Sin Yeo
Sheng

Lim Kiong Pin
Suona

Liu Jiang
Guan

Han Lei

Percussion
Ngoh Kheng Seng

?fﬁmiﬁ =] E ERAERS

SYCO Me

*5E
AhE
eSS
3
S
Py
RiEER
&R SR
RITERE
=R

B &
BrER
F=H

s’ Com mittee

President
Chow Pei Qian

Vice-president
Chen Kangren

Secretary
Low Yin Yin Michelle

Scores Coordinator
Gu Le Le

Wardrobe Coordinators
Lee Ker Yih
Chew Jun Ru

Welfare Coordinator
0ng Ting Kai Jason
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Mr Tsung Yeh
Chairman

Ms Florence Chek
Ms Cheong Suk Wai

Dr Ho Chee Kong

Mr Ku Lap Man

Mr Law Wai Lun

Mr Ling Dong Ming

Mr Phan Mingyen

Mr Quek Yong Siu

Major (RET) Tay Soon Huat
Mr Voo Chee Kee

Mr Yee Kong Hwa

Mdm zhang Nian Bing

Dr Chan Hing-yan
Dr Chan Wing Wah

Mr Kuan Nai Chung
Professor Li Xi An
Professor Lin Gu Fang
Professor Qiao Jian Zhong
Mr Yang Li Qing

Mr Yang Qing
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Chang Chin Yuen, Ken
Executive Director

Terence Ho
Senior Manager (Marketing & Sponsorship)

Neo Phaik Hoon
Senior Manager (Artistic Administration)

Chong Yeu Chyn, Madeleine
Manager (Finance & Administration)

Chua Boon Tat Michael
Manager (Venue Management)

Teo Bee Lan
Assistant Manager
(Orchestra Affairs & Education Management)

Lee Chun Seng
Stage Manager

Loh Mee Joon

Senior Executive (Artistic Affairs)
Ng Siow Hui, Sylvia

Senior Executive

(Business Development/International Relations)

Yeoh Hong Ghee, Elaine
Senior Executive (Venue Marketing)

Huang Zi Yan, Zeeon
Executive (Venue Management)

Cindy Kwek
Executive (Venue Marketing)

Lee Li Chen
Executive (Finance & Accounts Management)

Loo Chuan Moon
Executive (Administration)

Lum Mun Ee
Executive (Education Management)

Peh Toon Meng
Executive (Internal Audit/Cost Analysis)

See Yanhong
Executive (Resource Services)

Sing Moh Li
Executive (Orchestra Affairs)

Goh Ek Meng
Librarian (Resource Centre)

Koh Li Hwang
Librarian (Music Score)
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