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ABouT/Xu Hul -
TRADITIONAL CHINESE MUSIC IS IN HER HEART AND SOUL

Xu Hui is a great interpreter of one of the most beautiful Chinese instruments, the guzheng. An excellent
performer, she has received awards and honours which have made her a highly respected performer.
Her guzheng skills and performance styles are world class and her stature as a musician has been reinforced
by collaborations by many renowned artists and composers such as Qu Xiao Song and Jia Da Qun; a
host of prestigious performances in countries; and a string of positive reviews from audiences and
professionalssfrom the music scene.
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What is your musical training and
background?

| began my training in Chinese classical music when
| was 6 years old and participated in different
competitions to gain the experience and exposure
needed to hone my skills as a performer. | also
acquired professional training at the Shanghai
Conservatory.
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What are the challenges when playing
the guzheng live?

The biggest challenge would be to fully express the
soul of guzheng music consistently in every concert.
There is always a constant challenge for one to play
from the heart than rely on sheer skill. There are
occasions when the string of the instrument
would snap.
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—. B %42 Guzheng Solo
(#8AR)
Moonlit Night of Jianchang

=. &% 5F 5 Guzheng and Frame Drum

(RFBBFSEH) A

Overture and Dances of Mugam

BBl Composed by Xu Xiao Lin
JhZ: I # Soloist: Xu Hui

=. BRAEER, FHH
Composed by Zhou Ji, Shao Guang Chen & Li Mei

HE: FH Guzheng: Xu Hui
B F F: JCE 4R Invited percussionist: Shen Guo Qin

=. {KZAKRE_EZ Marimba Duet

Nagoya Marimbas

Steve Reich

JEZ=: I Performer: Xu Hui
H5BITH R BRARR Invited percussionist: Tan Loke Chuah

ProGraMME i B

S Sa Sel Sal Sal el Sal Sal Sal Sal Eal Sl =a Sal

What do you like best about performing?
| enjoy playing and performing in public as | like the
atmosphere in the concert halls.| can also connect
with the audience through the universal language
of music. | feel that my music is loved and appreciated
by many people, which is a great motivation for me
to continue in this career.
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What is so interesting about Chinese
chamber music?

Chinese chamber music has a long history and part
of the traditional culture.The beauty of this music
genre is that every piece of music is a story and can
even be depicted in a drawing.
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How can people know or learn more
about Chinese chamber music?

Attend more concerts. It is only through the whole
process of listening that you will begin to fall in love
with Chinese classical music. If time permits, try to
learn to play a Chinese instrument.
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. HZE5EE Guzheng and Pipa
(HFIAR)
Blossoms on a Spring
Moonlit River

153

a, IHKSEE=
(Ha)
Drum of the Story-teller

E 2= Percussion & Pipa Trio

RPN
Ancient Tune, Rearranged by Qiu Da Cheng

HE: i*Ffﬂ Guzheng Xu Hui
EEE: Al E: Invited pipa musician: Yu Jia

ZZ i Composed by QinYi
SEE I Performer: Xu Hui

45 BFT R BRRR Invited percussionist: Tan Loke Chuah

BRES

7N, BEJHZE Guzheng Solo

(EHEHER)
King Chu Takes off His Armour

HE:
LESoSEE

A% Invited pipa musician: Yu Jia

HH, BEERR
Ancient Tune, Rearranged by Guo Xue Jun
Y Guzheng: Xu Hui

B4R Invited accompaniment: Shen Guo Qin
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Moonlit Night of Jianchang

"Jianchang” is the ancient name of the current capital
city of Sichuan Liangshan Yi Tribe Autonomous
Region, Xichang City. Composed in 1981, this
composition is rich in Sichuan flavour and depicts
the beautiful moonlit night of Jianchang.
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Overture and Dances of Muqam

Mugam is a classical suite of the Uyghurs of Xm;ang"

It is made up of three parts, namely the Grand Opus,
Singing-Storytelling, and Dances with Songs. The
composition fully displays the competence of the
Uyghurs in dances and songs as it uses melodies

from Mugam as a source and presents them with
g S s

a rich and varied technique.
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Nagoya Marimbas

Composed by Nebojsa Jovan Zivkovic,a well-known
European percussion soloist, Ein Liebeslied is a brief
work in popular song form for marimba solo. Using
constant tremolo, a sad and searching melody opens
and closes the song, despite the false promise in the
middle section of the work of some kind of fulfillment.
Ein Liebeslied has since become one of the most
popular short pieces for marimba.
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King Chu Takes off His Armour

This composition is rearranged from a pipa piece
of the same title. The composition depicts the defeat
of King Chu during the war between Han and Chu
in BC 202.The whole composition is made up of
two movements, of which the first attempts to
portray the scene at the battlefield, while the second
attempts to paint the sorrowful parting between
King Chu and Concubine Yu,and the suicide of King
Chu at River Wu.
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Drum of the Storyteller

"The art of switching roles between different
characters during dialogues in the Chinese traditional
art of narrative singing inspired me immensely. In
the different forms of drum story telling from the
North, the drum of the storyteller accompanies
the changing of characters and dialogues. Besides,
| am very interested in the melodious method of
expression in traditional percussion music. In the
Drum of the Storyteller, | attempted to use this
form of expression, which is melody-like, to display
the fluidity of the rhythm." ~ QinYi
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Fill in your particulars and stand a chance to win a pair of tickets to the next
Chinese Chamber performance!
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Address i@ ifl bt

ontact number BX4%53:
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Email EBHE:

Tear out this portion and drop it into bowl located outside the recital studio after the performance!
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+ Only one submission per patron allowed. S A R A S 01—
* Winners will be notified by post and / or email. ‘P%%J%ALX:FJE_QEEEBE%R

Interested to learn and listen to more Chinese Classical music? Head down to the Esplanade shop to purchase

titles from the Singapore Chinese Orchestra such as A Glimpse of Singapore, Music of Spring and Tsung Yeh & SCO.
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From the heart

A one-night only intimate Erhu performance

The expressiveness and depth of the Chinese
instrument erhu is explored to the fullest in this recital
featuring Tian Xiao from the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra. Watch him perform a repertoire of
traditional and contemporary erhu pieces such as
Czdrdas, A Stalk of Flower and Zigeunerweisen.
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26 Apr 07, Thu, 7.30pm
Esplanade Recital Studio
4H26H, £HM, 7.30pm
ERZARPOLERE
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Esplanade would like to thank our Partners and Sponsors
for their generous support of the arts:
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Merrill Lynch Chartered & UNITED OVERSEAS BANK

Another Esplanade Presents Programme



