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PORTFOLIO OF CHINESE INSTRUMENTAL PIECES Xu Jing Xin 

This piece presents the various types of music found in Northern, 
Southern, Eastern, Western and Central China, displaying each of 
their individual and special characteristics. This piece showcases the 
different techniques of the Bowed String, Wind, Plucked String and 
Percussion instruments in the Chinese orchestra, at the same time 
bringing out the different characters and styles of the music in various 
parts of China. 

1) Rising Sun of the Eastern Sea (Orchestra) 
2) Coconut Forests of the Southern Islands (Bowed String Instruments) 
3) Shepherding in the Western Territories (Plucked String Instruments) 
4) Duet of the Northern Country (Wind Instruments) 
5) Drums of the Central Plains (Percussion Instruments) 

The Singapore Chinese Orchestra specially commissioned Xu Jing Xin 
to compose this piece with its premiere performance in the Singapore 
Chinese Orchestra Concert Hall on 26th April 2002. 
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FANTASTIC DREAMS LIU XING 

Liu Xing composed this duet when he was teaching zhongruan to 
a group of chi ldren in the China Activity Centre for Youth and Children, 
in hope of arousing their interest in the learning of the instrument. 
This composition is currently recorded in the album Narcissism under 
the Hugo label. 
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DUI HUA ARRANGED BY ZHANG CHANG CHENG & DONG HONG DE 

This banhu music piece was jointly composed by the composer, 
Dong Hong De, a composer and Zhang Chang Cheng, a banhu 
performer during the 50s. This music piece won the Composing and 
Performing Gold Award at the 6th China National Youth Get-together 
Ceremony. 
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SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA 

Singapore Chinese Orchestra 

The Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), recently 

established at the refurbished Singapore Conference 

Hall (SCH), is Singapore's only national Chinese 

orchestra. Under the baton of its charismatic music 

director, Tsung Yeh - aspires to introduce Chinese 

orchestral music to an ever-broadening audience. 

The roots of a national Chinese orchestra 

The SCO was formerly a performing unit of the People's 

Association Cultural Troupe. At the recommendation 

of Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong, the Singapore 

Chinese Orchestra Company Limited was established 

in 1996 to transform the SCO into a national orchestra 

of international standing. Deputy Prime Minister, 

Mr Lee Hsien Loong was named its Patron. In 1998, 

under the baton of its first music director Hu Bing Xu, 

theOrchestra toured China to critical acclaim. To 

welcome the new millennium, the SCO broke world 

records by featuring 1,400 musicians in a concert on 

1 January 2000! Then, the Taipei Municipal Chinese 

Classical Orchestra invited it to perform at the 

Traditional Arts Festival in Taipei. In 2001, the SCO 

moved into the SCH.To mark this significant milestone, 

as wel l as to celebrate its fifth anniversary and there­

opening of the SCH, it stages a Twin-Celebration 

Concert. In November 2002, the orchestra performed 

Marco Polo and Princess Blue, a symphonic fantasy 

epic, as part of the Opening Festival of Esplanade­

Theatres on the Bay. The spectacular work featuring, 

not only the orchestra, but a chorus performing in 

Chinese and Mongolian, was a resounding success. 

New Directions 

A major thrust of music directorTsung Yeh's outreach 

programme is his new concert series. The Orchestra 

also reaches out through Community Series concerts 

at Community Clubs, Arts Education Programmes at 

schools and Outdoor Concerts at National Parks. As a 

non-profit organisation, it spares no effort in raising 

funds. The cutting edge orchestra has also established 

a web site (www.sco.com.sg), a resource centre and a 

score library with a computerised database. 

Looking ahead, the SCO is poised to explore new 

frontiers as it strengthens its position as one of the 

leading professional orchestra in the Chinese orchestral 

world and beyond. 
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