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Concert Programme

Guest Conductor: Xu Zhi Jun

Orchestra Good News Reaches the Border ~ Zheng Lu & Ma Hong Ye
Arranged by Fu Yam Chi

Orchestra Jasmine Liu Wen Jin

Erhu Concerto Night Thoughts Liv Nian Qu
1 Movement: Night Thoughts
2"4 Movement: Nan Bang Zi (a Beijing opera tune)
39 Movement: Poem on the River Wu
Soloist: Zhao Jian Hua

~~~ |nterval ~~~

Yanggin Concerto Rhapsody on Dinihua Phoon Yew Tien
Soloist: Qu Jian Qing

Orchestra The First North West Suite Tan Dun
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Tsung Yeh Music Director

Maestro Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in
January 2002. He is also the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony Orchestra in the United
States and the Conductor Laureate in the Hong Kong Sinfonietta. He is the first conductor in the world
to be appointed as the Music Director of both Chinese orchestra and the Symphony orchestra simultaneously.
In 1995, he and the South Bend Symphony Orchestra were honoured with the ASCAP award. Tsung
Yeh is also the Principal Conductor of the Beijing Huaxia Chamber Ensemble. Its America and Europe
concert tours under the baton of Tusng Yeh received high acclaim.

In April 1991, Tsung Yeh was one of the three conductors chosen to participate in the
Conductors' Mentor Programme, co-sponsored by the American Symphony Orchestra League and the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra. He worked closely with the Chicago Symphony and their Music Director,
Daniel Barenboim and the Principal Guest Conductor Pierre Boulez. In November 1991, Tsung Yeh
successfully led the Chicago Symphony, covering the indisposed Daniel Barenboim at short notice in
a concert featuring Alfred Brendal as soloist. He was the former Music Director of the Northwest Indiana
Symphony Orchestra, Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor of the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra and
the Principal Conductor of the Saint Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra. From 1987-1989, he served
as the Resident Conductor of Florida Orchestra in Tampa/St. Petersburg. He was also the Principal
Guest Conductor of Albany Symphony Orchestra of New York.

Having studied piano at the age of five, Tsung Yeh began to major conducting in 1979 at
the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and won a full scholarship to the Mannes College of Music in
New York in 1981. He earned his Bachelor of Music degree under Sidney Harth, and upon graduation,
received the school's Academic Excellence Award. In 1983, he began to work fowards a master degree
at Yale University under Otto Werner-Mueller. He also studied conducting with Max Rudolf, Leonard
Slatkin, Murry Sidlin, Han Zhong Jie, Huang Yi Jun and Cao Peng.

Tsung Yeh's past engagements in North America included: the Tucson, Calgary, Rochester
Philharmonic, the New Haven Symphony, and the Minnesota Orchestra. He conducted the San Francisco
Symphony fo critical acclaim in June 1989 during the American Symphony Orchestra League Conference.
He is also a frequent guest conductor for orchestras in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong
Kong, Taipei, and Taichung. He regularly conducts orchestras in Poland, Russia, and the Czech Republic.
He conducted in France with great success: with Ensemble 2e2m in Paris, with the Orchestre Philharmonique
de Radio France in Orlean during 1996, with Ensemble de Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France
as part of the Festival Presence in Paris, and with Huaxia Ensemble in Lyon in 1997. In August 2000,
Tsung Yeh made his conducting debut in Japan with the Shinsei Symphony Orchestra as part of the
21 Asian Composers League Conference. Recently, he conducted the Paris — Shanghai Duplex Concert
with French National Symphony Orchestra and Shanghai Broadcasting Orchestra which was broadcasted
through the satellite TV with millions of audiences in both Europe and Asia.

With growing reputation‘in the conducting teaching field, he has been one of the Artistic
Directors of the Symphony Workshop Lid in the Czech Republic since 1992, and has also taught the
"Conductors" Giude Workshop in Chicago. He has been the master teacher of the international
Conductors' Workshop for contemporary music in Zurich, Switzerland since 1997.
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Xu Zhi Jun Guest Conductor

Renowned conductor Xu Zhi Jun, is currently one of the China'’s First Grade Conductors.
He is the Resident Conductor of China Central Chinese Orchestra and the Permanent Conductor
of China Central Dance and Drama Troupe.

Xu graduated from the China Central Conservatory of Music with two degrees in
Composition and Conducting, under the tutelage of Professor Du Ming Xin and Professor Li Hua
De respectively.

Xu has conducted and collaborated with many Chinese and overseas orchestras, and
has conducted the China Central Chinese Orchestra in many overseas and regional concerts,
for example the United Nations General Assembly Hall in New York, Lincoln Centre for the
Performing Arts, Carnegie Hall in Washington
DC, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Xu has visited and
performed in Singapore twice and received
favourable comments.

In recent years, Xu has conducted many
large-scale concerts organised by the Chinese
government, and has successfully conducted the
premiere performances of the two operas, Marco
Polo and Lady Yu.

Due to his artistic achievements, Xu has
received the Outstanding Conductor Award
awarded by China’s Ministry of Culture and was
proclaimed as an "Artist with High Virtues and
Skills" by the China Literary Association.
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Zhao Jian Hua Erhu Soloist

Zhao Jian Hua is a national second grade musician in China. He is currently one of
the erhu sectional principals of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. He is also a member of the
China Musicians’ Association and the Shanghai Musicians’ Association.

Zhao entered the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra Training Centre in 1978 and studied
under erhu virtuoso Min Hui Fen. In 1992, he entered the Shanghai Conservatory of Music to
further his study in erhu. He was formerly an erhu soloist and the erhu sectional principal of the
Shanghai Chinese Orchestra. He has won the Outstanding Performing Awards at the China
National Chinese Instrumental Competition in 1982 and the Shanghai Young Musicians’
Competition in 1985. He also won the Performing Award at the Shanghai Festival of Spring in
1986 and the Third Prize of the Professional Erhu Section
at the Beijing ART Trophy Music Competition in 1989.

Beside staging recitals in China, he was the
guest soloist with the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra,
Shanghai Arts Troupe, Taiwan Experimental Chinese
Orchestra and Kaohsiung Chinese Orchestra. He also
performed in Germany, Australia, New Zealand, efc.
During his stay in Singapore in recent years, he has
performed as a guest soloist with numerous Chinese
orchestras. He was invited by the Taiwan Experimental
Chinese Orchestra to serve as its Guest Concert Master
in 1999 for three months. Zhao's performance is well
commended by international and China music critics.
He is also privileged to be included in the "Dictionary
of Chinese Contemporary Young Celebrities" and
"Dictionary of China Musicians".
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Qu Jian Qing Yanggin Soloist

Qu Jian Qing is a talented yanggin performer from China. She is a Member of the Cimbalom
World Association, a Honour Executive Member of China Traditional Music Society Yanggin Professional
Committee and is currently the yanggin Sectional Principal of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra.

At the age of thirteen, Qu's excellent music achievements gained her admittance into the prestigious

Shanghai Chinese Orchestra and was later appointed as a soloist and the Yanggin Principal. She studied

under the tutelage of Professor Xiang Zu Hua, Pang Bo Er and Zhang Xiao Feng. She bagged awards including

the title of New Celebrities of Shanghai in 1980; Outstanding Youth Performer of Shanghai in 1981; Performing

Award in the 1982 China National Chinese Music Instrumental Exchange Programme; and Outstanding
Performance Award in the 1991 Spring of Shanghai.

Qu also owns the distinction of having performed
several yanggin music compositions premieres. She has
recorded solo albums.

She has performed in China, France, Greece,
Yugoslavia, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Japan, Malaysia
and Taiwan. In 1993, she held a recital and won acclaim.
Qu has represented Singapore to perform in the 4™ and 5"
International Yangqging Conference in Belarusi and Moldova
in 1997 and 1999 respectively. Her performances had been
widely covered by the media.

Qu's performing technique is skilful, rich in rhythm,
sweet in tone. She has combined the traditional yangqin
performance with the technique of seniors and elevates yanggin
performing skills to a higher level.
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FmyiERHA Singapore Chinese Orchestra

TREM: HEE Music Director: Tsung Yeh

BhEB{EIE. EES Assistant Conductor: Lum Yan Sing
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Gaohu

Gaohu/Banhu

Erhu |

Erhu I

Zhonghu

Cello

Double Bass

Yanggqjin

Pipa

Liugin

Li Bao Shun *e
Ng Seng Hong =
Chew Keng How
Ling Hock Siang
Low Cher Yong

Wong Sun Tat <

Zhao Jian Hua @
Zhu lin ®

Xu Wen Jing
Zhang Bin

Tan Kim Lian
Shen Qin

Ann Hong Mui +
Chiang Kum Mun
Cheng Chung Hsien
Goh Cher Yen

Tao Kai Li

Chen Shu Hua

Ng Boon Chai @
Sim Boon Yew
Chuan Joon Hee
Yee Choong Sing %

Guo SuWen e

Poh Yee Luh

Lee Khiok Hua

Ji Hui Ming

Chua Seng Chee *

Lee Khiang
Qu Feng
Choo Boon Kwang #*

Qu Jian Qing
Li Xiao Yuan
Khoo Lye Soon

Yu Jia @
Tan Joon Chin
Hou Yue Hua

Seetoh Poh Lam
Kam Chuen Hwee



¥ % 4+ O W o 0 ¥

T BiER e
SRESRE
wER
B2

bt/ =% R

Kbt i
8 &A%

SEFRLE DR

BE HEF ese

B/ HRHE

& FEMR

e R A
RIS

BEE K o
ES 9]

hEE BHRIE

REE MRERE

BELMRE X e
=k

R B IRRE HIREL

RPEUIHRE RIS

&/ BBE AR

THEER HLE e
SREEA
fHEK AL
EE K
{H 1=
HELE *

B2 5&HE Notin Concert

REEE Concert Master
REREE Deputy Concert Master
A Sectional Leader
HEBK Acting Sectional Leader
FEE Sectional Principal
FREERE Deputy Sectional Principal

REMEER

EHRER

i EBA
BE RETT ¢

Guest Musician

Zhongruan

Zhongruan/Sanxian
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Qudi
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Gaoyin Sheng
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Percussion
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Synopsis

Good News Reaches the Border Zheng Lu & Ma Hong Ye, Arranged by Fu Yam Chi
This music piece was originally a symphonic work for western orchestra written in the late
70's. It was rearranged for Chinese orchestra.

The music is inspired by folk tunes of Yunnan and therefore rich in exotic colours. Characterised
by a rustic simplicity, it has crisp and impassioned rhythms. It starts with a sonorous trumpet which
followed by an energetic and robust mass dance. The lighthearted middle section introduces several
instruments on solo passages which followed by a fast coda that ends the piece in high spirits.

This music piece arranged by Fu Yam Chi was awarded the 1990 Most Popular Performance
Award (Traditional Music) by the Hong Kong Composers’ Association.

Jasmine Liu Wen Jin

It is arranged from the popular China folk song of the same title. With meticulous arrangement
and varied styles, it depicts the gentle and beautiful oriental women in pursuing an ideal life of love
and happiness. This music piece was performed in Tokyo, Korean and Beijing respectively by the Asia
Orchestra set up jointly by musicians from China, Japan and Korea. The music piece was also performed
in the Golden Hall of Vienna by the China Central Chinese Orchestra in spring 1998 and was well
received.

Night Thoughts Liu Nian Qu

Composed of three movements in a tragic mood, the Erhu Concerfo was inspired by one of
the famous stories, ‘The Overlord Bidding Farewell to His Concubine’, heroic and sad, in the history
of war between Chu and Han in ancient China. The music included adaptations of Beijing opera
set tunes Night Thoughts and Nan Bang Zi, and some materials of Death of Xiang Yu, and ancient
tune for pipa. By way of using modern compositional technique, the melodic line has assimilated
the ancient flavor as well as ‘rouban’ (literally ‘smooth tempo’) of Beijing opera, drumming and
music for sword dance. The unfaltering love of Xiang Yu towards his concubine Yu Ji and their sad
and heroic separation before the decisive battle at Gaixia are vividly depicted by the music.

15" Movement: Night Thoughts
Largo, poco & poco moderato, allegretto

In a pithy style, the thoughtful mood of meditation on the past is clearly conveyed.

2"d Movement: Nan Bang Zi (a Beijing opera tune)
Rouban and drum music
The screne rouban leads to a passage of mournful expression played by the solo erhu. The

sadness and the sword dance music which depicts parting in life or death arouse heart-rending feelings.



34 Movement: Poem on the River Wu

Allegro, moderato, cadenza, presto

The allegro passage which is heroic and gripping is knitted with the soul-stirring drumming.
The music then enters a moderato passage which arouses remembrance of the past. Finally, the composition
reaches a gripping climax, as played by the whole orchestra, concluding epically.

Played without a let-up, the composition is well-knit. The audience would share its heartfelt
passions with a deep sigh and sorrow lingering over past generations. The Concerto has won an award
of merit for original works in ‘Spring in Shanghai’ competition. Pithier and richer, a further revision was
completed in June 1991 for this concert.

Rhapsody on Diniihua Phoon Yew Tien
This piece was specially composed in 2000 upon the request of Yangqing performer Qu
Jian Qing. The composition is constructed as a single movement concerto.

Diniihua is a famous Cantonese Opera tune which was very popular in Hong Kong and
Southeast Asia in the sixties. The theme of this composition is actually derived from the ancient tune
Zhuang Tai Qiu Si (Autumn Thoughts at the Dressing Table). However, because the original motivation
and inspirations came from the Cantonese Opera, naming it as Dinihua was deemed more appropriate.

This composition was premiered by Qu Jian Qing in the Beijing Concert Hall in 2000 with
the Beijing Movie and Film Chinese Orchestra under the baton of Tham Chiak Kong.

In 2002, the composer revised this music piece for SCO to perform in fonight's concert.

The First North West Suite Tan Dun

The composition is divided into four parts, namely Heaven Bestowed Rain, Stirring the Nuptial
Chamber, Thinking of my Dearest and The Stone Slab Waist Drum. Some parts amidst the composition
are extracts rearranged from the dance drama Yellow Earth, composed by the composer himself. The
unique part about this composition, separating it from the composer’s other compositions, is the fact
that it uses folk songs and folk music as materials. Other than the first movement which uses the complete
version of the Shaanbei folk song Xin Tian You, the other movements do not utilise any folk songs in
their complete form, but are composed based on a combination of numerous folk materials. The interesting
thing about this composition is that other than retaining the simple, unadorned and conventional feel
of the piece, the composer has integrated the voices of the performers into the composition, creating
a ritualistic atmosphere which is found in the commoners’ religious activities. At the same time, this
composition allows opportunity for the showcasing of the impromptus of the musicians to the fullest on
stage.
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M RAZTREFIE SCO Forthcoming Concerts

f% £ 8HYIE/8.00pm

B8/51 EREEH Ll
Date/Time Concert Title Arfishic Advisor
26-27/07/2002 RIFRF X REERN TR
(BHR K X/Fri & Sat) Masterworks Series VI Stars of Peking Opera Tsung Yeh
A% 8T IE/8.00pm
11/08/2002 ER £RERY — IMEZR=ITEEHE FRBEST
(2£58/5un) Family Concert Series | Adventures of the Monkey King Chen Ning-chi
T43B41E/3.00pm
23-24/08/2002 PN EL IR BEXESERS LS
(BB E R X/Fri & Sat) Masterworks Series VIl In Commemoration of Peng Xiu Wen |  Xia Fei Yun
% - 88 IF /8.00pm
07-08/09/2002 RORS = NESHHRER e
(EHA< KB /Sat & Sun) POP@SCO Series |l Liu Xing & New Age Music Tsung Yeh
#% - 8RYIE/8.00pm
20-21/09/2002 RIFEF] N\ BNt LS
(BHAR K I5/Fri & Sat) Masterworks Series VIl Two-string Fiddle Fantasy Tsung Yeh
% 883 /8.00pm
11-12/10/2002 INGRRF = FREZRITRHE ST FRIE
(EFAERN/Fri & Sat) Ensemble Series Il Li Min Xiong's Wind & Li Min Xiong
#% _t8EY¥1F/8.00pm Percussion World
08-09/11/2002 KIFERF A BRRENR 3
(EERE/Fri & Sab) Masterworks Series IX Butterfly Lovers & more Tsung Yeh

22-23/11/2002

NERRS O

HE5H - NEESIE

X {2 B XI5

(BEAHE K 75/Fri & Sat) Ensemble Series IV Extravaganza of Strings Music with Liu De Hai &
R% L 8HTIE/8.00pm Maestro Liu De Hai & Liv Shun Liu Shun
14/12/2002 WER 2RERS = IVNERR BEH
(2#75/Sat) Family Concert Series Il Budding Young Stars Lum Yan Sing
436 1E/3.00pm
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Masterworks Series VI
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Masterworks Series VII
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HER 2RERS =

Family Concert Series Il

MEEX
Stars of Peking Opera

IME==ITEEE
Adventures of the Monkey King

URILSERS

In Commemoration of Peng Xiu Wen

NESHE TR
Liv Xing & New Age Music

i
Two-string Fiddle Fantasy

EREZVITREF
Li Min Xiong's Wind &
Percussion World

WRRER
Butterfly Lovers & more

M5 - NEB5IE
Extravaganza of Strings Music with
Maestro Liv De Hai & Liu Shun

IVNERR
Budding Young Stars

FEERSBEFMEERATRT FMEASE) 2.
All concerts will be held at the Singapore Chinese Orchestra Concert Hall, Singapore Conference Hall unless otherwise stated.

* ENMBFEITHSISTICR B R EHRF .
Ticket prices are inclusive of $1 SISTIC Fee and GST.

FMBEERAFRATREERT BRRAENT.
The artists and programmes are subject to change.

$32 $26 $19 $16 $12

$16 $12 $8

$32 $26 $19 $16 $12

$29 $19 $16 $12

$32 $26 $19 $16 $12

$19 $12

$32 $26 $19 $16 $12

$19 $12

$16 $12 $8

$30 $24 $17 $14 $10

$14 $10 $7

$30 $24 $17 $14 $10

$26 $17 $14 $10

$30 $24 $17 $14 $10

$16 $10

$30 $24 $17 $14 $10

$16 $10

$14 510 §7
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We wish to thank the media and all who have contributed to the Orchestra in one way or another.

Donors
(Donations received between June 1996 and June 2002)

$10,000,000 and above

Singapore Totalisator Board

$700,000 and above
Chng Heng Tiu, BBM

$650,000 and above

Lee Foundation

$300,000 and above
Ngee Ann Development Pte Ltd

$200,000 and above

Ban Hin Leong Group

(In memory of the

late Mr Lim Seng Tjoe)
Inabata Singapore (Pte) Ltd

$150,000 and above

Far East Organization

$120,000 and above
Ho Bee Developments Pte Ltd
Ssangyong Cement (Singapore) Ltd

$110,000 and above

Indocement Singapore Pte Ltd

$100,000 and above
Creative Technology Ltd
Cycle & Carriage Ltd
Singapore Press Holdings Ltd

$70,000 and above
Kwan Im Thong Hood Cho Temple

$60,000 and above
Char Yong (DABU) Association
$50,000 and above

Feature Development Pte Ltd

KKS Industrial & Marketing Pte Ltd
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts ‘
S.A. Shee & Co. (Pte) Ltd

Tanglin Hotel Pte Ltd

The Singapore Buddhist Lodge
Ultraline Petroleum Pte Ltd

$40,000 and above
China Aviation Oil (Singapore)
Corporation Ltd

$30,000 and above
Lee Kim Tah (Pte) Ltd

$20,000 and above

HSBC Investment Bank Asia Lid
Cheng-Kim Loke Foundation
Hwa Chong Alumni Association
M+W Zander (S) Pte Ltd

The Shaw Foundation Pte

$10,000 and above

Rite-mix Pte Ltd

Asia Matsushita Electric (S) Pte Ltd
Afro-Asia Shipping Co (Pte) Ltd
Guan Bee Company Pte Ltd

Hong Leong Foundation

KPMG Peat Marwick

Nestle Singapore (Pte) Ltd

Tay Leck Teck Foundation

Tay Beng Chuan

WRH Marketng Asia Pte Ltd
Etron Resources Pte Ltd

Lian Shan Shuang Lin Monastery

$5,000 and above

Cheong Wing

Chew Keng Juea

InterSource System Pte Ltd

Leung Kai Fook Medical Co Pte Ltd
NTUC Fairprice Co-operative Ltd
Philip Securities Pte Ltd

Poh Tiong Choon Logistics Ltd
Wing Tai Holdings Ltd

$2,000 and above

Borneo Motor (S) Pte Ltd
Chong Clan Association
Comfort Driving Centre
Habacus Trading Co Pte Ltd
National Arts Council

Ko Tech Siang

Lim Jim Koon

NTUC Foodfare Co-operative Ltd
Singapore Hokien Huay Kuan
United Cement Pte Ltd

Robert Khan & Co

(The donor list is not complete as there are
donors Who prefer to remain GnonymOUSA
BREERNTBRERETIEEFHLCA
ELRIME. )

The Singapore Chinese Orchestra values support from organisations and individuals. All donations and sponsorship

are most welcome. Tax exemption receipts will be issued accordingly. For donations, sponsorship programmes
and advertising enquiries, please contact our Marketing and Sponsorship Section at telephone number 65574013
or 65574019 or email Terence_Ho @sco-music.org.sg or Sha_Pat_Lim @sco-music.org.sg.

MMBERARERBEMMEZRATOIFSRY. TARTNBRRSHEXNEELERD. HMN

hERHFREEHRKE. FXBER. BYRFE EFTWNEN,

EEE65574013506557401930 18 1T & f

Terence_Ho @sco-music.org.sg3i Sha_Pat_Lim @sco-music.org.sg5 R E {75 5 & B2 EL4E .



KUNMING™

HONG KONG

BIGGES'I' CHOICE OF FLIGHTS TO CHINA.

Only Singapore Airlines offers more than 70 flights a week to 4 cities in China: Hong Kong,
Beijing, Guangzhou and Shanghai. En route, you'll enjoy KrisWorld, the biggest show
in the sky with over 90 entertainment options in every seat, in every class" Savour World
Gourmet Cuisine featuring signature dishes created by our panel of internationally

renowned chefs. Plus, you can also earn miles with KrisFlyer’ our frequent

flyer programme for all classes. And, of course, whichever flight you >
‘ s Z A great way to fly

choose, you'll enjoy the inflight service even other airlines talk about. SINGAPORE AIRLINES

www.singaporeair.com STAR ALLIANGE MEMBER Y

AKrisWorld is available on MEGATOP 747, JUBILEE 777 and CELESTAR 340.
*Certain fare types do not qualify for accrual of KrisFlyer miles. Please check with your Travel Agent or SIA Office for further information
<Destinations served by SilkAir.
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EREERBBOFIMFZERE, TAFIMEASENFERE, UEOMERBAFHEL. FEAFMEERERE, ERE
FHNENERNZERNE, BIEF2EMHENRYSE5S, BERNBEE KAHUAR.

ERERANRE

I ERANITSREARMEX TABTH— MR SBA. 19965, EHME DEREHRELNBRET, FNEErEAS
RABEMHLKEEF M ERE, FERARRA—NEFERKENERAE. FERRZERBEHRMEERAR
BiA. 19984, EEFFALMMEFIRATHILR. EBS5ENERKEFTRE, FRET. DETEE, FKEES
H#E200F181B 5EA BUABERRREFMEENEABE—EER " TETAKF E5S. IATSZRREAREGE
RHOX—EE, FMEZAMEIE, R —WRER. BF2A, HEERASEIED ZERAKSAB120 A HI KA
EREEREFTH “BATEZZRE KAFH. 2001F, FHER “WREFR" MURKFEALBS RREFMEKX
SEERAR.

HAHE
HERENBTRRFI: KBRS, RORI. NERFRFIRAERAERERS, EEF2EMENSISTE——RES
B, AEREZHETRS —MHER. H=.

BT EBRTRERZRNBAT ANZAZHE, FHABAEMRK. POIMBERFREMRE R HOTRS, BRATEN
RERE FARK. AERBEKEE. FA—NELFAK, FABGFTRRNMER, BNEEHE:; FHAERAHCH
P34 (www. sco-music.org.sg) . &HBRAEFRENTRFORFEE, ZOMAMERFARBROLE.

RERK, R\HIAE, SERSHIFEFAETRANOT WA, EEADERROERE.

Singapore Chinese Orchestra

Dynamic, youthful and visionary, the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), recently established at the refurbished Singapore
Conference Hall (SCH), is Singapore's only national Chinese orchesira. Under the baton of its charismatic, newly appointed
music director, Tsung Yeh - aspires fo introduce Chinese orchestral music fo an ever-broadening audience.

The roots of a national Chinese orchestra

The SCO was formerly a performing unit of the People's Association Cultural Troupe. At the recommendation of Prime
Minister Goh Chok Tong, the Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited was established in 1996 to transform the
SCO into a national orchestra of international standing. Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Lee Hsien Loong was named its Patron. In
1998 - under the baton of its first music director, Hu Bing Xu - the Orchestra toured China to critical acclaim. To welcome
the new millennium, the SCO broke world records by featuring 1,400 musicians in a concert on 1 January 2000! Then,
the Taipei Municipal Chinese Classical Orchestra invited it to perform at the Traditional Arts Festival in Taipei. In 2001,
the SCO moved into the SCH. To mark this significant milestone, as well as to celebrate its fifth anniversary and the re-
opening of the Singapore Conference Hall, it staged a Twin Celebration Concert.

New directions

A major thrust of music director, Tsung Yeh's outreach programme is his new concert series. The Orchestra also reaches
out through Community Series concerts at Community Clubs, Arts Education Programmes at schools and Outdoor Concerts
at National Parks. As a non-profit organisation, it spares no effort in raising funds. The cutting-edge orchestra has also
established a web site (www.scomusic.org.sg), a resource centre and a score library with a computerised database.

Looking ahead, the SCO is poised to explore new frontiers as it sirengthens its position as one of the leading professional
orchestras in the Chinese orchestral world and beyond.
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