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Concert P Fogramme 
Orchestrated by : Hu Bing Xu 

Erhu Ensemble 

Facing the Rising Sun 
A Sunan Ditty 

Zhou Dun Kan, Peng You Qing & Deng Song You 

Accompaniment arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

Arranged by Zhu Chang Yao 

Performers : Ann Hong Mui, Zhao Jian Hua, Zhu Lin, Ang Bok Cheng, 

Chiang Kum Mun, Zhang Bin, Ling Hock Siang, Cheng Chung Hsien 

Accompanied by Ensemble 

Sheng Solo 

Golden Phoenix at the Reservoir 
Soloist : Seah Kar Wee 

Accompanied by Ensemble 

Erhu Solo 

A Stalk of Flower 
Soloist : Tan Kim Lian 

Accompanied by Ensemble 

Pipa Solo 

Apricot Blossoms at Jiangnan 
Soloist: Tan Joon Chin 

Accompanied by Ensemble 

Erhu Solo 

The Sun Shines on Tashkurghan 
Soloist : Low Cher Yong 

Accompanied by Ensemble 

Gao Yang & Qing Chen 

Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

Rearranged by Zhang Shi Ye 

Instrumentation by Zhang Yu Ming 

Chen Da Wei, Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

Arranged by Chen Gang 

Dizi Solo 

Reed Pipe Liu Chi, Rearranged Liu Sen .,. 
~ .. ~.,, 

Soloist : Yin Zhi Yang 

Accompanied by Ensemble 

Yangqin Solo 

The Beautiful Africa 
Soloist : Khoo Lye Soon 

Percussion Accompanist : Shen Guo Qin 
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Suona Quartet 

San Shi Li Pu * 
The Happy Female Warriors* 

Shannxi Folk Song, Arranged by Jin Shi Yi 

Dance opera The Red Militia Women , Arranged by Jin Shi Yi 

Performers : Jin Shi Yi, Lee Heng Quee, 

Yong Phew Kheng, Boo Chin Kiah 

Accompanists : Ong Yi Homg, Lim Kiong Pin, Ngoh Kheng Seng 

- Intermission -

Gaohu Ensemble 

Thunder Storm and Drought Ancient Tune, Rearranged by Yan Lao Lie, Instrumentation by Li Zhu Xin 

Horse Riding at the Countryside Chen De Ju, Instrumentation by Li Zhu Xin 

Performers: Lum Yan Sing, Li Bao Shun, Ng Seng Hong, 

Ma Dong Yan, Wong Sun Tat, Chew Keng How, Zhang Bin 

Accompanied by Ensemble 

Guanzi Solo 

Xiao Bai Cai 
Soloist : Jin Shi Yi 

Accompanied by String Ensemble 

Erhu Solo 

Aspiration of the Honghu People 
Soloist : Xu Wen Jin 

Accompanied by Ensemble 

Heibei Folk Song, Arranged by Jin Shi Yi, 

Instrumentation by Xu Shan Zho 

Arranged by Min Hui Fen 

I 
( Wang Hui Ran Pipa & Sanxian Duet 

Spring at Jiangnan Rearranged by Jiang Shui Li & Wei Hong Yu 

Performers : Yu Jia, Huang Gui Fang 

Drum Music 

Drum Poem 
Performers: Quek Ling Kiong, Teo Teng Tat, Ngoh Keng Seng, 

Shen Guo Qin, Wu Xiang Yang 

Zhongruan Ensemble ', 

Li Zhen Gui & Tan Dun 

Torch Festival Night Wu Jun Sheng, Arranged by Ma Sheng Long 

Performers : Yeo Puay Hian, Zhang Rong Hui, Huang Gui Fang, Ling Hwee Loong, 

Seetoh Poh Lam, Koh Kim Hua 

Accompanied by Orchestra 

*Premiere 
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P""Hu Bing Xu 
Music Director cum Principal Conductor 

Hu Bing Xu is one of the most outstanding conductors in the contemporary 
China music circle. He is a First Class Conductor. He was formerly the China Central 
Chinese Orchestra Conductor and Deputy Leader, one of a few enjoying special 
privileges granted by the China government. 

He has been a resident conductor and artistic instructor of the China Central 
Symphony Orchestra, the Central Opera Theatre, the Central Ballet Troupe, the 
Beijing Opera Theatre, the Oriental Song and Dance Troupe and the Shanghai Opera 
Theatre. 

In his 30 over years of music career, he has conducted numerous works such 
as the famous operas La Traviata, Carmen, Huo Lang Yu Xiao lie, Shan Hua LanMan, 
Peng De Huai Zuo Jiao, Zhang Qian; ballets like The Swan Lake, Zhu Fu, Shan Lin, Lan 
Hua Cao, Hao Hao Dang Dang Yz Yz Da Shui, etc. 

Hu is also one of the few leading conductors who excels across the music frontier including symphony orchestra music, 
operas, ballets, Chinese orchestra music, traditional opera music, movies/television music as well as pop music. For his 
accomplishments, he was awarded the Outstanding Award by the China Ministry of Culture. Hu was also awarded a special 
Golden Record Conducting Award. 

In addition, the renowned opera Zhang Qian won him the top Culture Award by the Ministry of Culture. Time and again, Hu 
has been specially appointed as Conductor for most of the major and grand arts performances, some of which include the Closing 
Ceremony of the II th Asian Games participated by more than I 0,000 artistes as well as another big scale concert in commemoration 
of Xian Xing Hai. 

As far back as 1966, he conducted works like the large scale symphonic Shajia Bang, the contemporary Beijing opera 
Conquering the Tiger Mountain and Du Juan Mountain incorporating western symphony music into classical Beijing opera. The 
blending of symphonic music with traditional instrument and vocal music is a fust for China which revolutionalise the development 
in traditional history of opera. Such creative works have indeed left behind a wealth of artistic experience. 

Hu's conducting flows with style and elegance and precision, combining the best of eastern and western music. The music 
rendering blends delicacy with warmth. In particular, Hu is able to inspire and mobilise his musicians to commune with the music 
and audience. The end result is a perfect rendering of total harmony. By virtue of his gifted talents, Hu is a much sought after 
professional by recording and movie production companies. Companies from both local and overseas include China Recording 
Company, Hong Kong's Hugo Company, Taiwan's Rocks tone, Dutch's Philip as well as Long Yin Company, Zhong Guo Long etc 
have commissioned him for music production. 

The Philip Company made a first debut, releasing three records in China with his conducting works that include Jinghu 
Symphony Special and Lu Si Qing Violin solo. Other conducting works for movies and television series such as Kai Guo Da Dian, 
The Dream of the Red Chamber, Dreamy Seasons, The Lady in Red, Ba Wang Bie Ji, The Gigantic Red Lantern, Qing Song, Wei 
Wei KunLun, The Mao Ze Dong's Story, Journey to the West, Zhuge Liang and Story of the Three Kingdoms, etc. 

As a conductor, Hu expertly blends in with the musicians to create a new and refreshing expression through Chinese 
orchestra instruments. Build upon the solid foundation of traditional Chinese music together with the art of western conducting, 
Hu has opened a new vista in meeting the stringent requirements of most works. As a result, Hu has been able to raise the profile 
of the Chinese Orchestra to an international stature. This is a significant contribution made by Hu in conducting Chinese Orchestra 
in recent years. 

While in service as Music Director with the China Central Chinese Orchestra, Hu staged five performances in Taiwan and 
three in Japan. In 1995, the China Central Chinese Orchestra performed in Hong Kong for the fust time after 37 years of formation 
and receive high acclaim. China Times commended him as "a conductor with star like qualities .... who overpowers the stage with 
glamour, panache .. .. and charisma ... ". He led The China Central Chinese Orchestra in its eighteen-city tour to the United States of 
America in early 1997. His fust performance with the world renowned cellist Yo Yo Ma on the cello concerto Spring Dream was 
a great success. The China Central Chinese Orchestra and Hu were the first Chinese orchestra troupe and conductor to perform in 
Carnegie Hall for the past one hundred years. 

Hu Bing Xu has been the Music Director of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra since April 1997. He will lead his fellow 
musicians and the orchestra to grow from strength to strength, with a breakthrough in Asia and beyond. 
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Seah Kar Wee is a young and talented sheng performer in Singapore. 
He has been actively involved in various Chinese Orchestra groups since his 
secondary school days. In 1987, he represented the Kampong Chai Chee 
Community Centre Chinese Orchestra to participate in the National Music 
Competition and won second prize (Ensemble). He is currently an instructor of 
Ke Ming Primary School Chinese Orchestra and People's Association Youth Chinese 
Orchestra. He has also performed in China, America, Japan, Egypt, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan. 
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Tan Kim Lian is a pioneer erhu performer in Singapore Chinese music 
circle and is currently with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. He studied erhu 
under the tutelage of Tang Liang De, Wong Guo Tong and Zhang Yu Ming. He has 
been a conductor in various amateur and school Chinese orchestras since 1981. 
He has performed in China, Japan, Australia, Thailand and Hong Kong. 

Tan J 00 Chin is a young local pipa performer. She started learning 
pipa at the age of eleven. In 1990, she went to China Central Conservatory of 
Music to study under the tutelage of Professor Kuang Yu Zhong. She has also 
studied under Liu De Hai and Li Guang Hua. In 1994, she travelled to Beijing 
again to study the art of pipa and vocal performing. She has performed in England, 
Egypt, China, Malaysia and Hong Kong. 
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Low Cher Yong was born in a family of music talents. He is a young 
homegrown erhu performer cum percussionist. In 1992, he won the second prize at 
the National Chinese Music Competition Solo Category. He is now studying erhu 
performing skill from Zhang Yu Ming. Low has performed in China, Malaysia and 
Australia. He is currently a zhonghu performer with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra 
and an instructor of several school and community centre/club Chinese orchestras. 
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Yin Zhr Yang a dizi player from Beijing, graduated from the China 
Conservatory of Music under the tutelage of Professor Zhang Wei Liang. After 
graduating, he served in the China Central Song and Dance Troupe as a soloist. 
Yin received an Outstanding Performance Award at the China National Chinese 
Music Competition Shan Cheng Cup in 1989 and came in First at the China Central 
Song and Dance Troupe Audition in 1992. He has performed in Japan, Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Macau. 
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Khoo Lye Soon is one ofthe pioneer yangqin performers in Singapore. 
He is currently with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra and was formerly a full-time 
musician from the People's Association Chinese Orchestra. He has represented 
Singapore to perform in Switzerland, Philippines, China, Egypt, West Malaysia 
and Hong Kong. His work has won a prize in the "Children's Patriotic Song­
Writing Competition". 
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Jin Shi Yi is a specialist in guanzi and so una performance. He is currently 
the suona sectional principal of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. He is the first 
musician in China to achieve a Master Degree in guanzi performance under the 
tutelage of Hu Zhi Hou, Liu Feng Tong and Hu Hai Quan. He won the second 
prize in the China National Chinese Instrumental Music Solo Contest in 1995 and 
was the prestigious Outstanding Performer Award winner at the 1996 Second Korea 
International Wind Instrumental Music Festival Competition respectively. 
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Lee Heng Quee is a young and talented suona performer in Singapore. 
He started learning the dizi at the age of thirteen. He won himself the First, 
Second and Third prizes in the National Music Competition Dizi Senior and Open 
Sections in 1981, 1983 and 1985 respectively. In 1981 , he joined the People's 
Association Youth Chinese Orchestra and started learning suona. A concert entitled 
Recital by Lee Heng Quee and Wang lian Hua was held in 1996. He has performed 
in China, Japan, Malaysia, Dijon (France), Michelen (Belgium) and Hong Kong,. 
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Yong Phew Kheng is a veteran in the Chinese orchestra circle 
experienced in woodwind instruments. He represented the Singapore Youth 
Chinese Orchestra twice at the International Ethnic Instrumental Competition 
organised in England and won the second prize. He has represented the Dong An 
Clan Association and Siong Leng Musical Association to perform in China, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. He is currently a suona performer with the Singapore Chinese 
Orchestra and also an instructor of the People's Association Youth Chinese 
Orchestra. He also teaches in several school Chinese orchestras. 
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Boo Chin Kiah started learning dizi at the age of nine. He started 
learning the cizhongyin suona after joining the National Theatre Club Chinese 
Orchestra in 1979. He is currently the suona performer with the Singapore Chinese 
Orchestra. He won the first prize in Dizi Open Section of the National Music 
Competition (1981 & 1982). He jointly staged a dizi and erhu solo concert with 
Ann Hong Mui in 1991. He has performed in China, Brunei, Japan, Korea, 
Malaysia, Thailand and America, etc. 
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Xu Wen Jing gained entry to the Tianjin Conservatory of Music in 
1983. She has studied under numerous teachers including Ji Gui Zhen, Wong Guo 
Tong, Zhang Shao and Zhang Yu Ming. Upon her graduation from Central 
Conservatory of Music in 1993, she joined the China Broadcasting Chinese 
Orchestra. She is currently an erhu performer with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. 
Xu won second prize in the China National Children's Music Competition (1982), 
first prize in the Shanghai Woodwind and String Music Competition (1992) and 
second prize in the China International Fu Li Tong Cup Erhu Competition (1995). 
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Yu Jia started learning pipa and piano at the age of four from her father, 
Yu Song Lin. She also studied under the tutelage of Professors Li Guang Hua, Liu 
De Hai and Lin Shi Cheng. She won the second prize in the China ART Cup 
Competition Pipa Section, first prize in the First Central Conservatory of Music 
Chinese Musical Instrumental Solo Competition and the second prize in the Hua 
Xia Chinese Musical Instrumental Competition Pipa Section in 1989, 1994 and 
1995 respectively. In 1997, she graduated from China Central Conservatory of 
Music and joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. 
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Huang Gui Fang is a sanxian performer born in Shanghai. After 
graduating from Conservatory of Music in 1986, she joined the school's orchestra. 
She learned sanxian from the renowned sanxian performer, Professor Xiao Jian 
Sheng. Gui Fang won the first prize in the 1982 China Chinese Instrumental Music 
Competition and 1995 China International Chinese Instrumental Music 
Competition Sanxian Section. Gui Fang has performed in America, Japan, Canada, 
Germany, France, Philippines and Korean. 
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* Concert Master 

• Sectional Leader 

• Sectional Principal 

+ Deputy Sectional Principal 

o Acting Sectional Principal 
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• 
SIS 

Facing the Rising Sun Zhou Dun Kan, Peng You Qing, Deng Song You 

The music piece is lively and full of vigour. It expresses the enthusiasm and hope of the people. 

A Sunan Ditty Arranged by Zhu Chang Yao 

This music piece was rearranged from the Laohuang tune of Xi opera. It depicts the joyous spirit of the 

Sunan people. 

Golden Phoenix at the Reservoir Gao Yang & Qing Chen, Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

The music depicts the phoenix, moved by the beautiful scenery, soared to great heights and sang with joy. It 

expresses the people's praises of the nation building. 

A Stalk of Flower Rearranged by Zhang Shi Ye, Instrumentation by Zhang Yu Ming 

The music piece is divided into three parts. The first part of the music is intensive. The seoond part is a 

narrating Iento. In the third part, the erhu imitates the suona' s staccato which brings the music to a climax. 

With the rearrangement of music, it has become more passionate and dramatic. 

Apricot Blossoms at Jiangnan Chen Da Wei, Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

This music piece adapted the source materials from the Gusu Ping tan and Jiangnan folk song. The pipa 

performance will lead the audience into the apricot blossoms seasons in Jiangnan. 

The Sun Shines on Tashkurghan Arranged by Chen Gang 

This music piece was originally a violin solo adopted the source material from Tajike folk songs by Cheng 

Gang. It was later arranged into an erhu solo piece. 

The introduction is a passionate melody in free tempo played by the erhu, leading the audience into the 

beautiful Tashkurghan grassland. The first section has a pleasant theme derived from Tajike folk songs. The 

second section is an allegro. The melody is a mixture of relaxing and rushing rhythms. The various bowing 

techniques like staccato, accent and syncopation depicts a dancing scene of the Tajike people. The music 

gradually accelerates and ends with a passionate climax. 

Reed Pipe Liu Chi, Rearranged by Li Sen 

It depicts the daily life of the young people in China during the 50's. 

The Beautiful Africa Yu Qi . g hu 

The music piece depicts the beauty sceneies of Africa and the singing and dancing scenes during festivals. 

It adopted the African rhythmic drum tune and gradually builds up a climax. 

San Shi Li Pu Shannxi Folk Song, Arranged by Jin Shi Yi 

This is a well-known folk song in Suide, Shannxi Province. The people of several generations continuously 

listen to this soul-stirring song. It is being rearranged into a piece for the suona quartet using a new instrumentation 

combination to maintain the original artistic concept. 
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Dance opera The Red Militia Women 

The Happy Female Warriors Rearranged by Jin Shi Yi 

This music piece was rearranged from the dance opera The Red Militia Women. It has been rearranged into 

solo piece for various musical instruments. This is the first time a suona quartet is used to perform the music 

piece. 

Thunder Storm and Drought Ancient Tune, Yan Lao Lie, Instrumentation by Li Zhu Xin 

The music piece was adapted from San Ji Lang by Yan Lao Lie in the early 1920s. The music piece is lively 

and full of vitality. It uses the thunder storm during the drought as an analogy of people in dire times working 

hard to achieve better times. 

Horse Riding at the Countryside Chen De Ju, Instrumentation by Li Zhu Xin 

It was composed in the early 1950s. The melody is sweet and the rhythm is refreshing. The piece depicts 

vivid images of horse riding at the countryside, galloping across the field. 

Xiao Bai Cai 
Folk Song, Arranged by Jin Shi Yi, 

Heibei Instrumentation by Xu Shan Zhou 

Xiao Bai Cai was originally a well-known children's song in northern China. It was being arranged into a 

guanzi solo piece. It was refined into a simple, vivid and descendant conjunct original sad melody. Various 

techniques including variations, polyphony, transposition, changes of breathing techniques as well as the contrast 

of tone colour on the guanzi in G key, thus profoundly expresses the sorrow of a little girl who lost her mother 

and was all alone, helpless and miserable. 

Aspiration of the Honghu People Arranged by Min Hui Fen 

The music piece was rearranged from Honghu's Red Guards and was composed based on its lyric and the 

change in moods. It shows the heroic spirit of the Honghu people. 

Spring at Jiangnan Wang Hui Ran, Rearranged by Jiang Shui Lin and Wei Hong Yu 

This mus ic piece adopted the source material from Suzhou Pingtan. The tune is fresh and elegant. It 

portrays a picture of the spring and local customs of Jiangnan. 

Drum Poem Li Zhen Gui & Tan Dun 

The music piece is vigorous, firm and deep in feelings. It expresses the qu<:~lities and spirit of China. It 

absorbs various traditional performing skills and modem artistic characters. 

Torch Festival Night Wu Jun Sheng, Arranged by Ma Sheng Long 

With a pleasant melody, the music displays the fervent celebration of(the annual Torch Festival Night in the 

south-western minority region of China. 
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Orchestrated by 

Guest Conductor 

FORTHCOMING CONCERT 1f% ~ ffi ~ 

Singapore Chinese Orchestra presents 

~JJo!Jt$%m¥:mx 

Euphony Korean Tunes 
-*f,OO.Z~ 

Hu Bing Xu 

Singapore Chinese Orchestra Music Director cum Principal Conductor 

8Jj 1P3M 
*JT :IJD ~ $ 5k ~ if 5k ,\{!, 1Kl: ~ 1if frt 1/§f tf 
Park Bum Hoon 

Renowned Composer cum Conductor of Korea 
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:$~9ib, fHk~, fXW9ib& ~f=~~~[Q!f&J1Jm5k «XinMoDem» 

Date 24 January 1999 (Sunday) 
B :Jt§ • - J1 J1 J1 if - jj it 1m B (.¥. :Jt§ B ) 
Time 7.30pm 
Bt IBJ ~ _t -t Bt :1-tHt 
Venue Victoria Concert Hall 
±1!!. ,~ ~~~~1Jill'. if 5kff 
Tickets $20, $16, $12 & $8 
~{fl 20Jli, 16Jli, 125Ii&85Ii 

(Students, full-time NS men and senior citizens aged 60 and above are entitled to purchase concession tickets 
priced at $16, $13, $10 & $ 7) 
(~ It, ~ M 00 ~H~1~A fft lJ if~/\+;# & ~ _t B"J 5k~ A ±WJ~BtPJ ~1:1tl\ {fl : 16 5Ii , 13 5Ii , 
lOJii& 75Ii) 

Ticket are available at all SISTIC outlets. 
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Enquires & Bookings 
~iiUlJH~ 

348 5555 (SISTIC Hotline EEL i\5 ~ £~) 
440 6784 (SISTIC Facsimile f~ 1{. ~ £~) 
www.sistic.com.sg(SISTIC Website [XX] ±11:) 
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SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA 

The Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) was formerly a performing unit of the People's Association 
(PA) Cultural Troupe formed in 1968. It was then known as the PA Chinese Orchestra. Its primary 
role was to perform at community functions. 

The SCO is now managed by the SCO Company Limited, a company limited by guarantee, set up in 
May 1996. It was set up under the initiative of the Prime Minister. The Company's goal is to 
qualitatively develop the SCO into an orchestra of international standing. On 20 April 1997, the 
Company successfully held its Inaugural Concert to a full house winning positive reviews. 

The Orchestra has over 60 talented musicians. They perform regularly as soloists at both local and 
overseas concerts. Many of the musicians play a vital role in developing amateur Chinese orchestras 
in schools, clan associations and community centres or clubs by serving as their conductors or 
instructors . 

Since its inaugural concert in April 1997, SCO has successfully staged more than 20 concerts in 
various concert halls with majority enjoying full-house audience-ship and positive reviews. It will 
continue its steady pace towards its quest for artistic excellence. 

- -
The Official Newspaper The Official Radio Station 

Supported by Passion 99.5FM 
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SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA COMPANY LIMITED 
C/0 PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATION, BLOCK B, ROOM 5, 9 STADIUM LINK 
S I N G A P 0 R E 3 9 7 7 5 0. T E L: (65) 4 4 0 - 3 8 3 9 F A X : (65) 3 4 5 - 7 0 2 9 
Homepage: www.sco-music.org.sg Email: scomusic@mbox5.singnet.com.sg 


