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Conductor : Hu Bing Xu

Orchestra

Red Lady Arranged by Sim Boon Yew
Jinghu Solo

Night Thoughts Arranged by Wu Hua
Plum Blossoms * Arranged by Dai Hong Wei

Jinhu Soloist : Yan Shou Ping
Jin-erhu : Li Bao Shun
Yueqin : Zhang Rong Hui

Jinghu Symphonic Concerto

The Drum Battle at Jin Mountain * Arranged by Wang Shi Guang
Jinhu Solaist : Yan Shou Ping
Jin-erhu : Li Bao Shun
Yueqin : Zhang Rong Hui

Intermission

String Ensemble Hua Yan Jun
Reflections of the Moon on the Waters of Erquan  Rearranged by Li Huan Zhi

Angklong and Orchestra

Di Tanjong Katong Arranged by Sim Boon Yew
Bangawan Solo Rearranged by Peng Xiu Wen, Angklong by Sim Boon Yew
lyarkaiyin Kaatchi Arranged by Wu Xiao Zhong
Orchestra

Gada Meilin Symphonic Poem * Xin Hu Guang, Rearranged by Liu Wen Jin

* Local Premiere
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u Bing Xu is one of the most outstanding conductor in the China music circle. He is a First Class
Conductor in China. He was formerly the China Central Chinese Orchestra Conductor and Deputy
Leader.

He has been a resident conductor and artistic instructor of the China Central Symphony Orchestra , the
Central Opera theatre, the Central Ballet Troupe, the Beijing Opera Theatre, the Oriental Song and Dance
Troupe and the Shanghai Opera Theatre.

In his 30-year career, he has conducted works such as the symphonic Shajia Bang, the Beijing opera Taking
the Tiger Mountain and Du Juan Mountain, operas La Traviata, Carmen and Zhang Qian, ballets such as
Swan Lake and Mountain Forest and films/television series such as the Dream of the Red Chamber, Jour-
ney to the West and Zhuge Liang.

Because of his outstanding accomplishment, the China Ministry of Culture awarded him the Outstanding
Conductor Award. He has also performed at grand significant occasions such as the Closing Ceremony of
the 11™ Asian Games and a big scale concert in commemoration of Xian Xing Hai. In 1995, China Record
Company awarded him a special Golden Record Conducting Award.

Hu's conducting has become close to perfect over the past years. Under his baton, he harmonizes the
music, performers and audiences.

China Times commended him as “a conductor with starlike qualities..who overpowers the stage with
glamour, panache.... and charisma....” Hu has unique virtuosity and sensitivity in his performance and has
a style that combined the best of eastern and western music.

While in service with the China Central Chinese Orchestra, the Orchestra and Hu performed in Taiwan for
five times. In 1995, the China Central Chinese Orchestra performed in Hong Kong for the first time. The
two concerts conducted by him received high acclaim. He conducted the China Central Chinese Orchestra
in its eighteen-city tour to the United States of America in early 1997. His first performance with the world
renowned cellist Yo Yo Ma on the cello concerto Spring Dream was a great success. The China Central

Chinese Orchestra and Hu were the first Chinese orchestra troupe
. and conductor to perform in Carnegie Hall for the past one hun-
dred years.

Hu Bing Xu has been the Music Director of the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra since April 1997. He will lead his fellow musicians in
meeting the new challenges in the future.
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Qu Chun Quan is a First Class Conductor in China. Former positions held by him include Class One Resident
Conductor of the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Guest Conductor of the China Central Chinese Orchestra.
He is also the Vice-Chairman of the Shanghai Conductors’ Association, Committee Member of the China
Chinese Music Association and Member of the China Musicians’ Association.

Raised in a family endowed with music talents, Qu started learning different kind of instruments from his
father when he was young. In 1956, he joined the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra and assumed the positions
of erhu solaist and principal player. Qu subsequently studied conducting at the Conducting and Composi-
tion Department of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music under Messrs Huang Yi Jun and Huang Xiao Tong.
Qu was appointed as the conductor of the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra after graduating in 1978. Since
then, he has led the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra in numerous concert performances in China and over-
seas.

Works that have exerted impact and premiered by Qu include compositions such as Great Wall Capriccio,
Water and Clouds Over Rivers Xiao and Xiang and Hua Mulan. He has also recorded many albums and
cassette tapes. Over the years, he also wrote and adapted works such as Shanghai Capriccio, Moon in the
Sky, Weater and Clouds over Rivers Xiao and Xiang (gugin and orchestra), Fabulous Southern Part of Yangtze
River, Visit to a Chaozhou Village, Song of Changgang, Beautiful Jiangnan, Charming and Amusing (two
yanggin pieces using the twelve-tone-technique) and Yellow River (yanggin concerto) which has won him
several awards at the Shanghai Festival and the Shanghai Festival of Spring Music Competition.

Qu also received various awards such as Outstanding Performance Award, Outstanding Achievement
Award and Creative Works Award. He often adjudicates at international and China national music compe-
titions. Qu is also privileged to be included in “The International Who's Who of Intellectuals” and “The
Record of Current China Arts Celebrities” .
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Yan Shou Ping is a First Class Jinghu Performer in China. He graduated from the Beijing Opera School in
1959 with excellent results, continuing on as its academic staff from 1959 to 1968. Currently, he is a Jinghu
performer and member of the Beijing Opera Troupe. He also serves in its Art Committee as Deputy Chair-
man. He is also a Committee Member of the China Dramatists Association and the Music Director of the
China Ministry of Foreign Affairs Beijing Opera Society.

In 1987, Yan held a concert entitled Yan Shou Ping Jinghu Recital in Beijing receiving accolades. In 1989, he
was awarded the Best Jinghu Accompanist Award by the China Ministry of Culture. Yan has been an
accompanist for the famous artists Zhang Jun Qiu, Zhao Yan Xia, Tan Yuan Shou and Zhang Xue Jin in their
performances. He was formerly a Visiting Professor of the Chi-
nese Opera Academy. He is actively involved in developing the
younger generation, acting as their mentor. Yan had recorded the
Jinghu Symphonic Concerto in tape and compact disc including
numerous other cassette tapes as accompanist. Yan has per-
formed in Japan, Algeria, Hong Kong and Taiwan.

Yan' s jinghu performance skills are solid and rich, expressive
and excellent.

)

Yan Shou P
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Red Lady

Red Lady (Hong Niang Zi) was a legendary heroine during the late Ming Dynasty in China. She took part in
the peasants’ revolt led by the revolution leader, Li Zi Cheng. The music reveals Hong Niang Zi" s courage
and strength interwoven with her feminine grace and warmth.

Night Thoughts

The music piece originated from a Kun Opera tune titled Wind over the Lotus Leaf. The music develops into
two different sections, a fast and slow rhythm indicating emotions and feelings of different characters.

Plum Blossoms
Based on the traditional tune and character of The Three Rounds of A Plum Blossom, the Plum Blossoms is
composed to pay tribute to the plum blossom for its strength in adversity.

The Drum Battle at Jin Mountain

The composition describes the Song Heroine Liang Hong Yu engaged in a fierce naval battle against the
Jin. Heroine Liang Hong Yu beat the drums to spur the Song soldiers on, placing herself right in the face of
danger and bloodshed. The composition is special because the jinghu breaks through the range barrier of
two octaves and the effects of the Nantang drum.

Reflections of the Moon on the Waters of Erquan

This is a rearrangement of the erhu masterpiece by the famous musician Hua Yan Jun, also known as Ah
Bing. A sense of tranquility prevails throughout the music. It expresses the feelings and thoughts of the
pitiful musician as he laments upon his unfortunate existence. In the reflection of the moon and clouds, Ah
Bing was filled with tumultuous thoughts and hope for his future. The music then toned down to a subdued
mood.

In 1962, Li Huan Zhi rearranged it into a string ensemble music. The rearrangement better presents the
moods and tones of the music piece.



Di Tunjong Katong

This is a famous Malay folk rhyme of Singapore. Tanjong Katong is located on the eastern coast of Singapore.
It was originally a small fishing village. But it has since been developed into a place of interest for tourists.
The music describes the beautiful scenery of a white sandy beach and coconut trees dancing in the breeze.

Bangawan Solo

Bangawan Solo is the biggest river in Indonesia. The music piece which has a gentle rhythm and exquisite
melody reflects the people’s ardent love for their motherland.

lyarkaiyin Kaatchi
This Indian song depicts the four different races living together and leading a happy and prosperaus life in
Singapore.

oge ®
Gada Meilin Symphonic Poem
The music piece was written based on the true story of a battle amongst the Mongolians in the northern
part of China during the 20th century.

Gada Meilin is a national hero. He led his people in a revolt against the cruel oppression of the feudal
warlords. He was later framed and died a heroic death. The Mongolians deeply cherished the memories of
Gada Meilin. The composer adopted the theme of the Mongolian folk song Gada Meilin, using the sonata
format to express the praise, cherish and respect of Gada Meilin. Originally a symphonic composition, it
was rearranged into a Chinese orchestra composition with more ethnic flavours.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra

HmEERA, — T HELAREEBSE  The Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), the national
ABERESA, £ /‘ R B AL — A 4R Chinese orchestra of Singapore celebrates its first
- . anniversary under the management of a professional
g ;1‘ ;E ? @ fi 3? i j% % = iiz jﬂ 2 i i % company in 1998. Since its inaugural concert in April
LB, FEFEET Z\ 4 = E # K 1997, SCO has staged more than 15 concerts in various
: : = - concert halls with majority enjoying full-house audience-
KITEERE U= 1 : it . . .
; g :5 ; ; ;(i ﬁs ZE f & )‘;DZ ﬁ ?ﬁ 37*( ;ZE ship and positive reviews. The wind and percussion
- concert Thunderous Reverberations, one of the highlights
5 #h 71 i A S % R
Z % — B,; E M. RERKEREK LR in the Chinese Cultural Festival in February this year won
e especially rave reviews and overwhelming responses
X —ExFmms e R A &L WA KRBT E  fromaudiences, a majority of whom were first-timers to
W —F. EEFE2HMHAMBEEE S aChinese orchestra concert.
BEEFEEHEET, E@Fﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ{’ﬁﬁ:
At BERRA. WREM. &  When the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), a
EHAMARFHMCETY ., CRHRD. newcomer to the festival, staged its Thunderous

CEBRRY ., (EEEAZWIEY. &K
AEELIMERBRE (RBEZHBAN

Reverberations concert at the Harbour Pavilion on
February 28, critics lauded their powder-packed show in
unison.

BREY., (EMAERTEHR), (XEA Chin Soo Fang, The Straits Times-
WY R CEWMRRY. FARESNHEF
EHEBEERREERUE B x. WEZF Ithasbeenarewarding year for the orchestra and for its
kA BB EEED. audiences. Under the batons of the Music Director, Hu
i Bing Xu and Deputy Music Director, Qu Chun Quan, the
ggx g i g ;a; f; Z ? g g? fﬁ Zi_‘» % b—(& SCO has performed a wide range of works, from
gﬂ§§ ’E% & /J\’/E\’f* = g gf%%‘ %Afi traditional tol popular classics, cholral music,
2 K # %‘ “H, RHEA+ ﬁ P contemporary pieces including The Ye//ova/vez Butterfly
METHIZERERAASL. 245, FH Lovers, A Well-Matched Fight, Gada Meilin and premiere
FRNERSMBERESEATRGE compositions Reverie at the Statue of Sir Stamford
% 5 Raffles, Impression of TashKurghan, The Talented Maiden
- Cai Wen Ji and The Sporting Golden Lion. It has also
MELF—NLAANFE, BERARBESX L performed with some of the China's best conductor/
g E} E g é g gf E% i {é Eﬁ i jj? jﬁ i; g‘; ;.; virtuoso Peng Xiu Wen, Min Hui Fen and Shi Shu Cheng.
Vi 2 = , E %8R
:/; g_; «f(i -~ Jé K ? g B i g A . g g M Audiences were not only treated to a variety of Chinese
B A =) pip = o

2H28 H,#m#EESE R E#T — fi)t’”

orchestra music in the concert halls but also in the HDB
heartland : Community Clubs/Centres under the
Community Series Concerts, Botanic Garden and Little

RITERE A EHEXEIED " Guilin at Bukit Batok under the Orchestra-in-the-Park
T A7 # 4E I B OE 2R L 1”;;/6 E}F % F Series. The 60 versatile and well accomplished musicians
% //‘:;f'f %i% BB & F T E E A E also showed off their skills in the schools under the Arts
. DA Education Programme. The SCO has also travelled as far
= as Egypt to perform at the Ismailia International Folklore
ERE SR EE, SAREMNATME  Festivalin 1997.
Ki%ﬁ)ﬁ, KSFA~W, THBLH TFEH
* ﬁ_’l‘% Ee o & F@A ! Z 2 —  The SCO has come a long way since its days as a
- ’%’ * 57 FREES. WH AT, performing unit of the People’s Association (PA) Cultural
SCo! Lz Troupe in 1968. It will continue its steady pace towards
its quest for artistic excellence and to place Singapore
ES RS S in the international music arena.
EH AL
B0 B £ AR OB R B D)
- AR R
EH. B
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#rom o £ F B AERA G
SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA COMPANY LIMITED
C/0 PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATION, BLOCK B, ROOM 5, 9 STADIUM LINK
SINGAPORE 397750 TFEL (65}440-3830 FAX [B5}345 70280
HOMEPAGE: www.sco-music.org.sg EMAIL: scomusic@mbox5.singnet.com.sg
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