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Full Orchestra 
The General's Command 

Full Orchestra 

Programme 
Conductor: Hu Bing Xu 

Blossoms on a Spring Moonlit Night 
Pipa Lead Player : Goh Yew Guan 

Violin Concerto 
The Butterfly Lovers 

Soloist : Kong Zhao Hui 

Guanzi and Orchestra 

-Intermission-

The Talented Maiden Cai Wen Ji * 
Soloist : Wu Xiao Zhong 

Full Orchestra 
Towards a Bright Future 

Woodwind, Percussion and Orchestra 
The Golden Shore 

* World Premiere 

1iiJ6~, ll*'f!XJ~ 
I~~~ E)l:~ 

Traditional Tune 
Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen 

Arranged by Qin Peng Zhang 
and Luo Zhong Rong 

He Zhan Hao and Chen Gang 
Rearranged by Yan Hui Chang 

LiCun 

Liu Tian Hua 
Rearranged by Peng Xiu Wen 

Jing J ian Shu and Wang Bao Can 
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HU BING xu 
Music Director 

H u Bing Xu is 

one of the most 

outstanding 

conductor in the 

China music 

circle . He was 

admitted into the 

junior division of 

the Central 

Conservatory of 

Music to study the oboe in 1955. Three years later, 

he was promoted to the orchestral department of 

the Conservatory where he studied under experts 

from the former Czechoslovakia. In 1963, he 

graduated with honours from the Conservatory and 

joined the Central Symphony Orchestra in the 

same year as an oboe performer. 

In June 1966, Hu took up the conductor's baton 

by chance . From then on , he has been the 

resident conductor of the Central Symphony 

Orchestra, the Shanghai Opera Theatre, the 

Beijing Opera Theatre, the Oriental Song and 

Dance Troupe, the Central Opera, the Central 

Ballet and the China Central Chinese Orchestra. 

His last appointment was with the China Central 

Chinese Orchestra as its Conductor and Deputy 

Leader. 

He has conducted works such as the symphonic 

Shajia Bang, the Beijing opera Taking the Tiger 

Mountain and Du Juan Mountain, operas La 

Traviata, Carmen and Zhang Qian, ballets such as 

Swan Lake and Mountain Forest and films/ 

television series such as the Dream of the Red 

Chamber, Journey to the West and Zhuge Liang. He 

has travelled to and conducted in Algeria, Japan, 

Taiwan and the United States of America, leaving 
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excellent impressions with audiences in these 

places. 

China Times commended him as "a conductor with 

starlike qualities .... who overpowers the stage with 

glamour, panache ... and charisma ... ". Hu has 

unique virtuosity and sensitivity in his 

performance and has a style that combined the best 

of eastern and western music. 

Because of his outstanding accomplishment, the 

China Ministry of Culture awarded him the 

"Outstanding Conductor Award". He has also 

performed at grand significant occasions such as 

the Closing Ceremony of the 11th Asian Games. In 

1995, the Chinese Record Company awarded him a 

special Golden Record Conducting Award. 

His conducting has become close to perfect over the 

past years. He is also good at developing musicians. 

Under his baton, he harmonizes the music, 

performers and audiences. 

While in service with the China Central Chinese 

Orchestra, the Orchestra and Hu performed in 

Taiwan five times. In 1995, the China Central 

Chinese Orchestra performed in Hong Kong for the 

first time. The two concerts conducted by him 

received high acclaim. He led the China Central 

Chinese Orchestra in its eighteen- city tour in the 

United States of America early this year. His first 

performance with the world renowned cellist Yo Yo 

Ma on the cello concerto Spring Dream was a great 

success. The China Central Chinese Orchestra and 

Hu were the first Chinese Orchestra troupe and 

conductor to perform in Carnegie Hall for the past 

one hundred years. 
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Kong Zhao Hui 
Violin Soloist 

Kong Zhao Hui is a versatile violinist. He was formerly a lecturer at the China Central Conservatory of Music, 
the Orchestra Principal of China Youth Symphony Orchestra and Beijing Concert Hall Music Lovers' Chamber 
Orchestra. He is currently a first violinist with the Singapore Symphony Orchestra. 

Kong began learning the violin with his father at the age of six. In 1973, he entered the China Central 
Conservatory of Music and studied under Professors Wang Zhen Shan and Chen Ke Qiang. He has been instructed by 
many renowned music masters such as Stern, Newmann and Menuhin. Kong has won awards at numerous music 
competitions in China. 

In 1985, he held a recital of the China renowned composer and violinist, Ma Si Cong's works in Beijing which was 
recorded by China Pacific Video and Audio Publishing Company. In 1987, he was invited by the Governor of Macau to 
take part in the First International Music Festival of Macau, where he played The Butterfly Lovers' concerto in a joint 
concert with the famous Portuguese Conductor Silva Pereira and China Broadcasting Symphony Orchestra, which won 
wide acclaim. In November 1987, he was awarded the Central Conservatory of Music Shen Xin Gong Scholarship. In 
1991, Kong recorded The Butterfly Lovers' concerto with the China Central Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra under 
the Hugo label. The record became a top-ten selling album. 

Kong has performed with many renowned conductors including Seiji Ozawa and Silva Pereira. He has performed 
with various orchestras including China Central Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra and China Broadcasting Symphony 
Orchestra. As a recitalist, he has performed in many cities in China such as Beijing, Tianjin and Shanghai. His 
repertoire covers a wide range including works of Tchaikovsky, Mozart, Mendelsohn as well as the works of Chinese 
composers. 
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WU XIAO ZHONG 
Guanzi Soloist 

W u Xiting Zhong is a renowned guanzi performer. He is also a member of the China Musicians' Association. He 
joined the People's Association Chinese Orchestra in 1990 and is currently a musician of the Singapore Chinese 
Orchestra. 

Xiao Zhong started learning violin and piano with his father at the age of five . At thirteen, he entered the 
secondary school of the China Conservatory of Music and studied the guanzi . Mter graduating from the Conservatory, 
he joined the Shaanxi Song and Dance troupe as aguanzi soloist. In 1986, he entered the Tokyo Arts University in Japan 
to study choral conducting and Japanese music . 

His arrangement entitled Farewell at Yangguan won the Most Popular Music Award at the sixth Asian Music 
Seminar. In 1982, Xiong Zhong won the first prize in the Solo Category of the China Traditional Musical Instruments 
Competition. In 1986, he was invited to perform at the Shanghai Folk Instrumental Ensemble Week. In May 1991, he 
held a guanzi solo concert entitled The Journey of Bili . In 1992, he performed a guanzi concerto The Silk Road with the 
Singapore Symphony Orchestra. The performance received raving reviews. He has performed in Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
France, Spain, and Portugal. 

Xiao Zhong has a unique performing style. He achieves synergy by combining singing techniques and woodwind 
blowing techniques. He is also well versed in music composing and arrangements and choral conducting. 
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GOH YEW GUAN 
Pipa Lead Player 

G oh Yew Guan comes from a family of talented musicians. He learnt the pipa from his father at an early age. 
In 1973, he joined the Ministry of Education Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra. He staged several solo performances. 

Yew Guan won the second prize award at the Pipa Open Category of the National Music Competition in 1982. He 
joined the Chinese Orchestra ofthe National Theatre Trust Chinese Dance Troupe as principalpipa player. In 1983, 
he joined the People's Association Chinese Orchestra as a full-time musician. He has performed in the United State of 
America, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, Philippines and Malaysia. 

He has been the conductor of the Raffles Institution Chinese Orchestra since 1987. In 1993, he led the Orchestra 
to Beijing and staged a joint concert with the Beijing Golden Sail Broadcasting Chinese Orchestra. The concert received 
high accolades. He is also the plucking instrument instructor of the Chinese orchestras of the National Trades Union 
Congress, Ngee Ann Polytechnic, various secondary schools and junior colleges. 
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SYNOPSIS 
Traditional Tune 

The General's Command Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen 

The piece was originally written for the opening of an opera performance or to depict the 
steady march of army troops. The music attains more force and vigour in Peng Xiu Wen's 
arrangement. 

Arranged by Qin Peng Zhang 

Blossoms on a Spring Moonlit Night and Luo Zhong Rong 

The melody of the music piece is exquisite. It depicts a beautiful night scenery in spring 
in Jiangnan and expresses the love and devotion for the wonderful lands of China. 

He Zhan Hao and Chen Gang 

The Butterfly Lovers Rearranged by Yan Hui Chang 

Based on the China ancient folk tale The Butterfly Lovers, the music is adapted from tunes 
of the Yue Opera of Zhejiang Province. The three main parts of the folk tale : Becoming 
sworn brothers at Cao Qiao, Ying Tai's refusal of the arranged marriage and 
Reincarnation into butterflies at the grave are presented as the exposition, development 
and recapitulation in this composition. 

Exposition 

Depicting a scenery with sunshine and gentle breeze, the violin enters with a simple and 
beautiful love theme. The exchange between the violin and cello represents Liang Shan Bo 
and Zhu Ying Tai becoming sworn brothers at Cao Qiao. A subsequent lively allegro 
depicts the three happy years when they studied together. The adagio shows their 
reluctant parting at a pavilion. 

Development 

The orchestra and violin play opposite themes to express Zhu Ying Tai's bitterness and her 
strong sentiments to defy the marriage arranged by her father. The lento involving the 
violin and cello depicts the meeting between Liang and Zhu. Thereafter, the mood of the 
music changes abruptly. The Beijing opera's Daoban (introductory passage) and yue 
opera's scenes are used to illustrate Zhu's sad disposition at Liang Shan Bo's grave. 

Recapitulation 

The sun shines again after the rain. The lovers were reincarnated as a pair of butterflies. 
Together, they fluttered into the sky after gaining their new found freedom. The romantic 
love theme re-emerges with the music paying tribute to their everlasting love. 

10 



The Talented Maiden Cai Wen Ji Li Cun 

During the last reign of Han Dynasty, Han and Hun were at war. The talented Maiden 
Cai Wen Ji was forced to marry the Hun emperor. She gave birth to two sons. Twelve 
years later, after Han and Hun reached a peace accord, Cao Cao redeemed her to the 
homeland. According to the legend, the poem The Eighteen Beat- Hu Jia was written by 
Maiden Cai Wen Ji. The poem describes her tragic and bitter encounter. The guanzi 
concerto The Talented Maiden Cai Wen Ji was commissioned by the Orchestra. The 
composer, Li Cun is a fresh graduate from Xian Conservatery of Music. She is from 
Wanping, China. She has taughtguqin in the Xian Conservatory ofMusic since 1993. This 
music piece was composed based on the song The Eighteen Beats of Hu Jia. The music 
piece comprised five parts namely Chaos, Mission, Longing, Separation and Return. 

Hu Jia is a reed instrument used by the northern tribes in ancient China. The Eighteen 
Beats mean eighteen passages of song lyrics. 

Liu Tian Hua 

Towards a Bright Future Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen 

This composition was written in 1931. The piece is refreshing in rhythm, exudes vitality 
and full of vigour. Many foreigners in those days frowned upon traditional Chinese music 
and believed that it is dispirited and inert. Liu Tian Hua was much annoyed and wrote 
this composition to prove them wrong. It signifies determination, faith and hope. 

The Golden Shore Jing Jian Shu and Wang Bao Can 

The Golden Shore is a famous ancient battlefield ruins in Shanxi, China. The music piece 
brings out many percussion techniques and allows impromptu execution of the piece. In 
unison with the characteristics of its contemporary compositions, it shows the past scars 
and current changes of the ancient battlefield. From there, it evolves in the listeners' 
reflections on war and peace. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

LINGERING CANTONESE MELODIES 

The Best of Cantonese Music I (Friday, 26 September 1997) 

The Best of Cantonese Music II (Saturday, 27 September 1997) 

DBS Auditorium, 8.00pm 
Tickets : $20, $16, $10 
Tickets are available at all SISTIC outlets. 

EJtA:. m~llt 
«ft8~{~~» 

Orchestrated by Qu Chun Quan, Singapore Chinese Orchestra Deputy Music Director. 
Special performances by China first class performer, Mr Yu Qi Wei and his Guangdong Quintet. 

THE YELLOW RIVER - HOMELAND OF THE DRAGON 
Sunday, 19 October 1997, 5.00pm, Victoria Concert Hall 

Conductor: Hu Bing Xu, Singapore Chinese Orchestra Music Director 

Tickets: $20, $16, $12 and $8 

Special performance by renowned pianist and conductor, Mr Shi Shu Cheng. He will perform the piano 
concerto The Yellow River. Other music pieces include Overture - Spring Festival, The Dance ofYao Tribe, 
The Legend of the Dragon, Erhu Concerto- The Story of the River. 

*Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited reserves the right to make changes to the programmes. 
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DONORS 

$10,000,000 
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$500,000 
Chng Heng Tiu, BBM 

$300,000 
Ngee Ann Development Pte Ltd 
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(In memory of the late Mr Lim Seng Tjoe) 
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$5,000 
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Philip Securities Pte Ltd 
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Below $5,000 
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Inter-Roller Engineering Limited 
Singapore Technologies Industrial Corporation Ltd 
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SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA 

The Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) was formed in 1968 as a performing unit of the 
People's Association (PA) Cultural Troupe. It was then known as the PA Chinese Orchestra. 
Its primary role was to perform at community functions. In 1992, the_ Orchestra was renamed 
the Singapore Chinese Orchestra to reflect its leading status in Singapore. 

The SCO is now managed by the SCO Company Limited, a company limited by guarantee, 
set up under the initiative of the Prime Minister, Mr Goh Chok Tong in May 1996. The 
Company's goal is to qualitatively develop the SCO into an orchestra of international 
standing. On 20 April 1997, the Company successfully held its Inaugural Concert to a full 
house winning positive reviews. 

The SCO is led by its Music Director, Mr Hu Bing Xu. He is assisted by Deputy Music 
Director, Mr Qu Chun Quan. The Orchestra has 51 talented musicians . They perform 
regularly as soloists at both local and overseas concerts. Many of the musicians play a vital 
role in developing amateur Chinese orchestras in schools, clan associations and community 
centres or clubs by serving as their conductors or instructors. 

~ ~ ~ $ ~ ffi ~ ~ % ~ 
SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA COMPANY LIMITED 
C / 0 PEOPLE ' S ASSOCIATION , BLOCK B , ROOM 5 , 9 STADIUM LINK 
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