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A Collection of Chamber Music - Stand Up For Singapore 
11 July 1997 (Friday) 

Programme 
Orchestrated by Hu Bing Xu 

Orchestra 
Axi People Dancing Under The Moon 
Song Of Gaoshan Clan 
Stand Up For Singapore 

Liuqin Solo 
Song Of Fishermen 

Soloist: Ling Hwee Loong 
Accompanied by Ensemble 

Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen 
Zhou Cheng Long 

Arranged by Qu Chun Quan 

Liu Xi Jin 

Erhu Solo 
Torrents Of The River 

Soloist : Wong Sun Tat 

Folk Tune of the Northeastern China 
Transplantation by Huang Hai Huai 

Yangqin Accompanist : Qu Jian Qing 

Sheng and Double Bass Ensemble Khachaturian Aram 
Sabre Dance Arranged by Wu Xiao Zhong 

Players : Wu Xiao Zhong, Seah Kar Wee, Lim Kiong Pin, Ong Yi Horng and Lee Khiang 

Banhu Solo 
Hua Bang Zi 

Soloist : Ma Dong Yan 
Accompanied by Ensemble 

Suona and Kaqiang 

Int er m is s i o n­
(15 minutes) 

Yan Shao Yi 
Arranged by Li Heng 

Let Us Have A Heart-to-Heart Talk A Selection ofYu Opera Chao Yang Guo 
Transplantion and Rearranged by Yong Yi and Shi Yi 

Lead Players : Lee Heng Quee and Jin Shi Yi 
Accompanied by Ensemble 

Cello Solo ,_.. 
Sonata For Viloa Da Gamba And Harpsichord No. 1 
I -Adagio 
II -Allegro rna non tanto 

Soloist : Chan Wei Shing 
Yangqin Accompanists : Qu Jian Qing, Li Xiao Yuan 

Hulusi Solo 
Love Song Of Dai Village 

Soloist : Boo Chin Kiah 
Accompanied by Ensemble 

Guangdong Folk Music 
Raindrops On Banana Leaves 
Song Of Protest 

Lead Player : N g Seng Hong 

J .S . Bach 

Dai Clan Folk Song 

Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 
Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

Players : Lee Heng Quee, Yong Phew Kheng, Sim Boon Yew, Qu Jian Qing, Foong Chui San 
and Poh Yee Luh 

Orchestra 
The Postal Delivery Cart 
DamuDamu 

J apanese Song, Arranged by Gu Li Min 
Algerian Song, Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen 
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A Collection of Chinese Music -Axi People Dancing Under The Moon 
12 July 1997 (Saturday) 

Programme 
Orchestrated by Hu Bing Xu 

Orchestra 
Axi People Dancing Under The Moon 
A Beautiful Quilt 
Stand Up For Singapore 

Erhu Solo 
Reminiscence * 

Soloist : Ang Bok Cheng 
Accompanied by Ensemble 

Yangqin Solo 
Work For Happiness 

Soloist : Khoo Lye Soon 
Accompanied by Ensemble 

Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen 
Arranged by Wu Hou Yuan 

Arranged by Qu Chun Quan 

Ang Bok Cheng 
Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

Ding Guo Shun 
Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

Sheng and Double Bass Ensemble Khachaturian Aram 
Sabre Dance Arranged by Wu Xiao Zhong 

Player : Wu Xiao Zhong, Seah Kar Wee, Lim Kiong Pin, Ong Yi Horng and Lee Khiang 

Dizi Solo 
Spring At Xiang River 

Soloist : Lim Sin Yeo 
Accompanied by Ensemble 

Suona and Kaqiang 

Intermission­
(15 minutes) 

Ning Bao Sheng 

Let Us Have A Heart-to-Heart Talk A Selection ofYu Opera Chao Yang Guo 
Transplantion and Rearranged by Yong Yi and Shi Yi 

Lead Player : Lee Heng Quee and Jin Shi Yi 

Cello Solo 
Sonatas For Viola Da Gamba And Harpsichord No. 1 
I -Adagio 
II - Allegro ma non tanto 

Soloist : Chan Wei Shing 
Yangqin Accompanists : Qu Jian Qing, Li Xiao Yuan 

Hulusi solo 
Song Of Tai Village 

Soloist : Boo Chin Kiah 
Accompanied by Ensemble 

Diyin Erhu Solo 
The Forlorn Drifter * 

Soloist: Ng Boon Chye 
Accompanied by String Ensemble 

Orchestra 

J .S. Bach 

Dai Clan Folk Song 

Sun Wen Ming 
Arranged by Ma Sheng Long 

The Postal Delivery Cart 
DamuDamu 

Japanese Song, Arranged by Gu Li Min 
Algerian Song, Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen 

* Premiere Performance 
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SYNOPSIS 
Axi People Dancing Under The Moon (11 & 12 July) Rearranged by Peng Xiu Wen 

Under the moonlit night comes the distant sound of flutes and plucking instruments. The "moon dance" is about 
to begin. The young people hope to meet their lovers through the "moon dance" which is a custom of the Yunnan 
and Guizhou minorities. Axi is one of the minorities. 

Stand Up For Singapore (11 & 12 July) Arranged by Qu Chun Quan 

A well known local community song. It is full of confidence and power inspiring the people to advance bravely and 
contribute to the country. 

Sabre Dance (11 & 12 July) Khachaturian Aram, Arranged by Wu Xiao Zhong 

The music piece is a selection from the ballet suite "Gayanne". 

Let Us Have A Heart-to-Heart Talk (11 & 12 July) A Selection ofYu Opera Chao Yang Guo 
Transplanting and Rearranged by Yong Yi and Shi Yi 

This is a selection from an Yu opera Chao Yang Gou. The music piece was rearranged to use kaqiang, nazi and 
suona to imitate the different ways of singing by the various personages in the opera. This humorous piece reflects 
the people singing praises of a good new life. 

Sonatas For Viola Da Gamba And Harpsichord No. 1 (11 & 12 July) J .s . Bach 

The serenely lyrical first movement, Adagio, is a two-part structure whose second part varies from the first. The 
jubilant fugue of the Allegro ma non tanto suggests a concerto. 

Song Of Dai Village (11 & 12 July) Dai Clan Folk Song 

The music piece depicts the young people of Dai clan happily singing and dancing together. It is performed using 
the Dai clan unique musical instrument hulusi. 

The Postal Delivery Cart (11 & 12 July) Japanese Song, Arranged by Gu Li Min 

This Japanese-melody depicts the postal delivery cart passing through villages. Its ringing bell bringing joy and 
hope to the people. 

Damu Damu (11 & 12 July) Algerian Song, Arranged by Peng Xiu Wen 

Originally an Algerian song, this composition was later rearranged for an orchestra. Damu is the name of an 
Algerian drum. The music piece focuses on the magnificent nature. 

Song Of Gaoshan Clan (11 July) Zhou Cheng Long 

The music piece is adapted from a folk song of the Taiwan Gaoshan clan. 

Song Of Fishermen (11 July) Liu Xi Jin 

The peaceful surface of the river occasionally breaks into ripples. The beautiful fisherman song of the Hezhe people 
evokes the pride of the people. 
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Torrents Of The River (11 July) Transplantation by Huang Hai Huai 
Southern Liaoning Wind and Percussion Music 

Originally a traditional wind and percussion music piece of the Chinese north-eastern province of Liaoning. It was 
first arranged as a moving, sad and mournful piece of music for the guanzi. It was later 'transplanted' for the erhu 
by Mr Huang Hai Huai. Since then, it has become even more popular. This music piece tells the story of a wife 
whose husband was tortured fatally. Distraughted, she offered incense to his soul at the riverbank where she 
parted with her husband. A traditional technique of pressing the strings is used to emphasize the grievous and 
agitated mood. 

Hua Bang Zi (11 July) Yan Shao Yi, Arranged by Li Heng 

This music piece is adapted from a northern China opera tune Hebei Banzi in Northern China. Banhu used to 
be a main accompanying instrument in banzi opera. Banhu has a bright timbre and a gentle and distinctive 
character. The composer selected the essence of the opera music and combined the distinguished feature of the 
banhu to compose this music piece with a strong northern style and flavour. 

Raindrops On Banana Leaves (11 July) Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

A typical Cantonese melody from the earliest collection of Cantonese music known as the Xian Ge Bi Du (circa 
1916). The glissando phrases depict the joy of the people whilst the series of staccato notes give a vivid impression 
of the beating of the rain against the banana leaves. The music piece is full of southern flavour. 

Song Of Protest (11 July) Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

This composition draws its inspiration from the well-known Chinese folk legend The Romance of the Cowherd and 
the Fairy Weaver. The music piece expresses the bitterness against feudal matched marriages and the longing for 
happiness. The player gives a virtuoso performance on the gaohu displaying the contrasting moods in the first and 
second parts and escalating to a climatic finish. 

A Beautiful Quilt (12 July) Arranged by Hu Hou Yuan 

The music piece has a graceful melody and lively rhythm. It eulogizes the hardworking womanfolk of the Zhuang 
clan who were good at weaving beautiful quilts by hands. 

Reminiscence (12 July) Ang Bok Cheng, Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

The music piece begins with a restless mood and deep emotions. The composer wrote about his longing and worry 
of his family during his military training in Taiwan. The music progresses to a joyous melody to describe the 
farmers happily working hard. Suddenly, a severe weather change destroyed the crops. The unbending spirit of 
the despondent farmers quickly brought the farms to stretches of greenery and life. The last part of the music piece 
reflecting the composer's eagerness to return to his home country drives the piece to yet another climax. 

Work For Happiness (12 July) Ding Guo Shun, Arranged by Sim Boon Yew 

This music piece depicts how the people use their own hands to build a happy life. 

Spring at the Xiang River (12 July) Ning Bao Sheng 

The music piece depicts the beautiful scenery at the river Xiang Jiang and the heroic spirit of the sailors who defeat 
the turbulent waves. 

The Forlorn Drifter (12 July) Sun Wen Ming, Arranged by Ma Sheng Long 

A representative piece of work of the blind musician, Sun Wen Ming. This piece tells the grief and vicissitudes of 
life that the composer experienced. He yearns for a better life. The piece has an old and rustic element to it with 
profound inner depth. 
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HU BING xu 
Music Director of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra 

Hu Bing Xu is 

one of the most 

outstanding 

conductor in the 

China music 

circle. He was 

admitted into the 

junior division of 

the Central 

Conservatory of Music to study the oboe in 1955. 

Three years later, he was promoted to the orchestral 

department of the Conservatory where he studied 

under experts from the former Czechoslovakia. In 

1963, he graduated with honours from the 

Conservatory and joined the Central Symphony 

Orchestra in the same year as an oboe performer. 

In June 1966, Hu took up the conductor's baton 

quite by chance. From then on, he has been the 

resident conductor of the Central Symphony 

Orchestra, the Shanghai Opera Theatre, the 

Beijing Opera Theatre, the Oriental Song and 

Dance Troupe, the Central Opera, the Central Ballet 

and the China Central Chinese Orchestra. His last 

appointment was with the China Central Chinese 

Orchestra as its Conductor and Deputy Leader. 

He has conducted works such as the symphonic 

Shajia Bang, the Beijing opera Taking the Tiger 

Mountain and Du Juan Mountain, operas La 

Traviata and Carmen, ballets such as Swan Lake 

11 

and Mountain Forest and films/television series 

such as the Dream of the Red Chamber, Journey to 

the West and Zhuge Liang. He has travelled to and 

conducted in Algeria, Japan, Taiwan and the 

United States of America, leaving excellent 

impressions with audiences in these places. 

China Times commended him as "a conductor with 

starlike qualities ... who overpowers the stage with 

glamour, panache ... and charisma .. . ". Hu has 

unique virtuosity and sensitivity in his 

performance and has a style that combined the best 

of eastern and western music. 

Because of his outstanding accomplishment, the 

China Ministry of Culture awarded him the 

"Outstanding Conductor Award". He has also 

performed at grand significant occasions such as 

the Closing Ceremony of the 11th Asian Games. 

In 1995, the Chinese Record Company awarded 

him a special "Golden Record Conducting 

Award". 

His conducting has become close to perfect over the 

past years. He is also good at developing musicians. 

Under his baton, he harmonizes the music , 

performers and audiences. 

Hu's contribution to Chinese music is tremendous. 

He has pushed Chinese music standard to an 

unprecedented world renowned level. 
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Ling Hwee Loong Liu qin 

H wee Loong became interested in Chinese classical music during his secondary 
school days. In 1992, he joined the People's Association Youth Chinese Orchestra. In 
1993, he won the Second Prize in the Zhongruan Open Section of the 9th National Music 
Competition organized by the National Arts Council. In November 1995, he turned 
professional by joining the People's Association Chinese Orchestra. 
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Wong Sun Tat E r h u 

S un Tat began studying erhu under the tutelage of his father, Wong On Yuen, at the 
age of five. He started performing in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan when he was seven 
years old. In June 1993, Sun Tat completed his course in the secondary school section of 
the Central Conservatory of Music. He will graduate from the Central Conservatory of 
Music this year. Sun Tat has won awards at numerous music competitions. 
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Wu Xiao Zhong Gaoyin Sheng 

X ao Zhong started learning violin and piano from his father at the age of five. At 
thirteen, he entered the secondary school of the China Conservatory of Music and stucl . 
the guanzi. After graduating from China Conservatory of Music, he joined the Shap;· 
Song and Dance troupe as a guanzi soloist. 
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Seah Kar Wee Zhongyin Sheng 

K ar Wee has been actively involved in Chinese Orchestra groups since his 
secondary school days. In 1987, he represented Kampong Chai Chee Community Centre 
Chinese Orchestra to participate in the National Music Competition and won second prize 
(Ensemble). He is an instructor of Ke Ming Primary School Chinese Orchestra and 
People's Association Youth Chinese Orchestra. 
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Lim Kiong Pin Diyin Sheng 

Kiong Pin started learning dizi, sheng and suona when he was a secondary school 
student. In 1996, he was awarded scholarships by National Arts Council and Hokkien 
Clan Association to study in the China Conservatory of Music. He is also the deputy 
conductor of the Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra. 
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Lee Khiang Double Bass 

Lee Khiang joined the People's Association Chinese Orchestra in 1992 and is 
currently a musician of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. Lee Khiang was awarded the 
second prize in the 6th National Chinese Orchestra Competition. Lee Khiang is the 
conductor and instructor of several school and community centre/club Chinese orchestras. 
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Ma Dong Yan Banhu 

Dong Yan started learning erhu at the age of five. At 10, he learnt banhu form the 
renowned bowstring master Mr Liu Ming Yuan. In 1987, Dong Yan graduated from the 
Central Conservatory of Music. He was formerly a musician of the Central Chinese 
Orchestra. He joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra early this year. 
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LEE HENG QUEE Suona 

Heng Quee started learning the dizi at the age of 13. In 1981, he joined the People's 
Association Youth Chinese Orchestra and started learning suona. He won himself the 
First, Second and Third prizes in the National Music Competition Dizi Senior and Open 
Sections in 1981, 1983 and 1985. A concert entitled Recital by Lee Heng Quee and Wang 
Jian Hua was held in 1996. 
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JIN SHI YI So una 

Jin Shi Yi specialises in guanzi and souna. He is the first musician in China to 
achieve a Master Degree in guanzi performance in 1992. In 1995, he won the second prize 
in the China National Chinese Instrumental Music Solo Contest and was the prestigious 
Outstanding Performer Award winner at the 1996 Second Korea International Wind 
Instrumental Music Festival Competition. Shi Yi was formerly a lecturer in the China 
Conservatory of Music. 
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Chan Wei Shing Cello 

Wei Shing comes from a family dedicated to music. He started his first piano lesson 
at the age of eight and studied cello at the age of ten. In 1985, he won First Prize in the 
National Music Competition for both the Cello Open Section and the Chamber Music 
Section. In 1988, Wei-Shing studied in the University of Music in Vienna and Graz with 
a scholarship from the Culture Foundation and the Lee Foundation. He obtained the 
Master Degree of Arts Majoring in Cello Performing in 1996. 
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Boo Chin Kiah Hulusi 

Chin Kiah started learning dizi at the age of nine. He started learning the 
cizhongyin suona after joining the National Theatre Club Chinese Orchestra in 1979. In 
1981 and 1982, he won the first prize in Dizi Open Section of the National Music 
Competition. He is the conductor and instructor in several school Chinese Orchestras. 
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Ng Seng Hong Gaohu 

S eng Hong received the Young Artist Award in 1993. He was awarded an Arts 
Scholarship by the National Arts Council to pursue a professional erhu course in the 
Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He won the Outstanding Award and Special Award at 
the First Beijing ART Cup China International Music Competition. He is the Leader of 
the People's Association Youth Chinese Orchestra. 
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Ang Bok Cheng Erhu 

Bok Cheng joined the Keat Hong Community Centre Chinese Orchestra in 1975 to 
learn erhu. From 1990 to 1992, he studied erhu under the tutelage of Professor Wang Guo 
Tong and also studied conducting under Professor Xia Fei Yun. He is the conductor and 
instructor of several secondary school Chinese orchestras. 
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Khoo Lye Soon Yangqin 

Lye Soon is currently a musician of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. He was 
formerly a full-time musician of the People's Association Chinese Orchestra. He has 
represented Singapore to perform in Switzerland, Philippines, Hong Kong and West 
Malaysia. He won a prize in the "Children's Patriotic Song-Writing Competition". 
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Li:m Sin Yeo Dizi 

Sin Yeo is a versatile dizi performer. In 1993, he was awarded the National Arts 
Council Scholarship. He gained entry into the Shanghai Conservatory of Music for his 
music course. Sin Yeo was awarded Grade 8 in Western flute by the Academic British 
Royal School of Music. Sin Yeo's solo performances at many concerts were highly 
commended by the Chinese music circle. 
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N g Boon Chai Diyin Erhu 

Boon Chai joined the Singapore Boardcasting Chinese Orchestra in 1976 as an 
instructor and committee member. He won the first prize in the 3rd National Music 
Competition (erhu-open) and second prize in the 4th National Music Competition 
(ensemble). In 1995, with a sponsorship from National Arts Council, he went to study an 
erhu course in Shanghai Conservatory of Music. 
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SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA 

The Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) was formed in 1968 as a performing unit of the 
People's Association CPA) Cultural Troupe. It was then known as the PA Chinese Orchestra. 
Its primary role was to perform at community functions. In 1992, the Orchestra was renamed 
the Singapore Chinese Orchestra to reflect its leading status in Singapore. 

The SCO is now managed by the SCO Company Limited, a company limited by guarantee, 
set up under the initiative of the Prime Minister, Mr Goh Chok Tong in May 1996. The 
Company's goal is to qualitatively develop the SCO into an orchestra of international 
standing. On 20 April1997, the Company successfully held its Inaugural Concert to a full 
house winning positive reviews. 

The SCO is led by its Music Director, Mr Hu Bing Xu. He is assisted by Deputy Music 
Director, Mr Qu Chun Quan. The Orchestra has 45 talented musicians. They perform 
regularly as soloists at both local and overseas concerts. Many of the musicians play a vital 
role in developing amateur Chinese orchestras in schools, clan associations and community 
centres or clubs by serving as their conductors or instructors. 
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